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AFFIDAVIT OF EARLL. ZIMMERMAN 

(1) My name is Earl L. Zimmerman 

(2) My a ddress i s: XXXXXXXXXX 

(3 ) I am employed as : ------ ------------- . (X) I am retired 

(4) During World War II , I served in the Army Air Force as an aircraft radio 
operator . After the war ended, I left the service, but reenlisted a short tim, 
later , report ing to Roswell Army Air field (RAAF ) , ew Mexico , in or about Mar, 
1947. There I served in the base radio shac as a high-speed code transmissio 
radio operator. In early 1949 , I was transferred to the Office of pecial 
Investigations and assigned to Dist r ict 17 headquarters at Kirtland Air Force 
Base in Albuquerque. 

(5) While stationed at RAAF , I moonlighted as a bartender in the base officer 
club . during the summer of 1947 , I heard many rumors about flying saucers in 
the club and around the base , including something about investigating the 
discovery of one under the guise of a plane crash investigation . At about thi 
time , I saw Eighth Air Force commander General Roger Ramey in the O cl ub more 
than once. On a couple of these occasions , he had Charles Lin bergh with him 
and I heard they were on the base because of the flying saucer business . Ther, 
wa s no publicity about Lindbergh ' s visits, and I was very surprised to see him 
in the club. I think he came to Roswell with Ramey , and I seem to recall that 
on one of these occasions Ramey had flown in from Puerto Rico. 

( 6) At about the same time, I learned that an officer not stationed at the 
base, a big man whom I saw in the club a number of times , was a Counter 
Intelligence Corps (CIC) agent. I do not recall how I learned the man was wit 
CI C, but on one occas ion when this officer was in the club , . I called h i m to th, 
attention of Colonel William H. Blanchard , the base commander . Blanchard was 
unaware that this CIC agent was on his base, so he went over and i n troduced 
himse lf . Later, Blanchard told me there was no problem . 

(7) In early 1949, after being transferred to OSI in Albuquerque, I worked wi · 
Dr. Lincoln LaPaz of the University of New Mexico on an extended project at th, 
unive r sity ' s research station on top of Sandia Peak . We were told the Air For, 
wa s c oncerned about "something" being in the night sky over Los Alamos, and we 
took 15-minute exposures of the sky with a four by five Speed Graphic camera. 
We worked in t hree-man, one-week shifts, and Dr. LaPaz was in charge. 

(8) During this project, which lasted for several months, I got to know Dr. 
LaPaz very well . When I mentioned to him I had been stationed in Roswell duri: 
1947, he told me he had been involved in the investigation of the thing found 
the Roswell area that summer. He did not discuss the case in any detail, but : 
did say he went out with two agents and inteviewed sheepherders, ranchers, and 
others. They told these witnesses they were investigating an aircraft 
accident. I seem to recall LaPaz also saying they found an area where the 
surface earth had been turned a light blue and wondering if lightning could 
cause such an effect. 

(10) I have not been paid or given anything of value to make this statement, 
and it is the truth to the best of my recollection. 

Signed: Earl L. Zimmerman 
Nov. 2, 1993 

Signature witnessed by: 
Beverly J. Maggard, 11-2-93 

http://roswellproof.homestead.com/Zimmerman~ns4.html 5/13/02 
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LOGAN, UTAH JOLTED BY VIOLENT EXPLOSION AND GAPING CRATER 
FOLLOWING MYSTERIOUS "STREAK OF LIGHT" IN SKY: . First guess -- a 
meteorite, but as the evidence was assembled by foremost authorities, the 
theory dissipated. Here's the story , thanks to the help of Mrs. John German 
of Woodscross, Utah who probed the Salt Lake Tribune files for the early facts 

- - before SILENCE I • 

On May 7, 195 4 the Tribune reported: "A 'conventional meteorite fall' did not 
pr_oduce the crater found west of here Sunday, and probing operations at the 
scene have been discontinued, geologists said. In a 73-word statement, 3 sci­
entists gave reasons why they ended their investigation, but it contained no 
opinion on who or what made the hole, or how it was made. 

" The statement, signed by J. Stewart Williams , professor of geology, Utah State 
Agricultural College, Lincoln La Paz, director, ·-Institute of Meteoritics, Uni ­
versity of New Mexico and Clyde T. Hardy , USA~ geology pr_ofessor rea~: ~ • 

'In the region · extending from Clarkston south to Paradise, exhaustive interro -· 
gation of numerous persons who saw or heard the explosive phenomenon at 
m i dni ght on May 1 has been carried out. The testimony thus obtained and mate rial 
evidence recovered as a result of subsurface investigations a t _ the site of the 
e x p losion west of Logan have disclosed that the crater was n ot produced b y a 
conv entional meteorite fall. For these reasons, operations have been d iscontinue d!" 

And from t h~, Tribune, May 5: . "Dr. Lin _coln La Paz spent h_i ~ fir .s t full day 
h ere , w orking with Dr. J. Stewart Williams and Dr. Clyde T. Hardy . On h i s 
a r r iva l h ere Monday night, D . La Paz said the hole must have .been mad~ by 
a 'whopper ' if it contains a meteorite. They decided to place a frame around 
t he crat er and cover it with wire mesh. • Workers will stand on· movable planks 
a n d probe with a pipe. In this way they w ill know the y have probed ev~ry _place 
possible under the mesh. • • • • ·- ·' • 

II I My recommendation is that we· excavate until we find ·wh~t-¥lade '.th~ hole·; I .-~: 

said Dr. La Paz, who is credit ed with recovering the world's largest aerolite, · 
weighing more than one ton . " . 

. • • , • • C ,, , , . 

The incident occurred on May 1 bringing "5 00 pho~e calls" to the Logan City 
~~~-i~~- __R_e,P~:.:.;, Jl~~i.4._e~t.~ ,r_epqr ~~A}.h~i-~ _,hq\.1- ?.E;.~~ ,' tsp.&.~e.n" _an.d rTV ~iewe;i:::.~_ said _, 
their reception ~as~ di~turbed . • A chec~ made later with Hill ~ir ;E"o~c,e _ ~~s~, . 
and Salt Lake City 1nd1cated n o planes m the area for several hours. A w.ar -
veteran described the 16 ft. w i d e and 6 ft . deep hole · as looking like ·a " bomb · : 
crater. 11 Sod was . found scattered in . au· directions for mo~.e than 100 yards. 

. . . .. ,, ~ .... 
On Aug. 31, 1.54, I wrote Dr. Clyde T· Hardy, geologist who worked on the _pro : . 
ject, asking if any substantial evidence as to its , (the explosion's} .s~urce had .. 
been uncovered. Following is D r~ , Hardy's reply of Sept. 11, 1954: • ' > 

1 
' 

• ' I • ' ' I • I . ' . .,, •• , f) 

• • f ' .' • • " • • , •• , • I • 1 : , , 1 . ~, •; I , - ' 1'" 

" Reference is made to your letter of Aug . . 31 . re. the explosion and crater west · 
of Logan. _ Although a fireba ll' was ,r eporte( ~y ,s eve ;- a_l , pe~ple_ pr,~yiou~1 t f t~e_

1 ~ 
ground explosion, I am personally con~inced that . they we!~ co~u~eg .1 .. ·~One .. es­
pecially competent observer des cribe s a ground flash on~y ~~~ he, ~8:s fav;ora:t>ly 
situated to see .all aspects_ of t he occur~ence. " . : . ; 1 ! . .. •. 1 • •

1 
·: ,'

1 
, • •1 r'.' .. :.:·.:. • • ':· ~- . i':,' ··; 

I· 

I j , , / 
' (Signed}° Cly de ·T : ' Hardy :1 

• • • • 

A ssoc . Prof: ·, Dept~ Geology .. • 
., '1 • ; .• ,J 

(Ref. File: Case ZO ) 
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DEWS LETTER LeoHrJ H . Strl•t~IJ 
Dfr~ct•r 
10/T /J,/tto■ A.,, , 
ci.n • ..,; 11, Oil• 

Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects ... 

1: , , : Copyright 195 5, Len H. Stringfield 

1 , • GREEN FIREBALLS STRIKE--TARGET NEW MEXICO I ·- ALARMED-: AIR FORCE 
TAKES ACTION: (Case 71, New Mexico, April 6, 1955) Three--possibly four-­
fireballs smashed into New Mexico in a rough line across ,the )southern end_ of ,the ,·. 
state. • In .the Tularosa Basin· of south-central N. , M. -. several observers reported • • • 
sightings. Sgt. iCamilla Saenz of Holloman AFB stationed on Sacramento Peak'· 
~ear ,Cloudcroft said he ,saw at 9:55 a. m. a yellow fir~.ball with a .red tail trave,1.:, . 
mg east to west. At the same time, a plane from Biggs AFB in .El Paso report- . 'i ., . 
ed sightinganobjectstr.ike_ near Weed, New Mexico . . Air Force planes, flying ;as . , 
low as 250 ft, .. combed the Weed area for two hours without finding any trace . . Pb"". ·:·r• 
servers in Lordsburg 30 miles Northeast described a ' brillia_nt white object which.; ·.) . 
struck earth and kicked up dust against the background of the Burro Mountains. A 

'_ green fireball. seen iI). _Ro~well and Albuquerque was believed_ to be the same one ,;,_ • 
which fell in south-central New Mexico, according to Dr. ·. Lincoln La- Paz, Direc - -· 
tor of ' Un. ~f N. ' M.' Institute · of Meteoritics ·. •• • 

~ . '( . ,·" 
DR; LINCOLN LA PAZ DENIES METEORITIC EXPLANATION: ·, La Paz said heavy ,:, 
radio shortwave and TV disturbances were reported over the state at about the . ,, ' \ 
time the fireballs were seen and he understood Air Force bases -around the state 
were concerned about the interference (see Case 26). He said the radio wave 'dis- ~. 1 

·turbances • could not be attributed to sun spots. La Paz expressed the -opinion tha t , 
the sightings were "not of normal meteorites". He said the fact that n o fragments 
were found, the absence of noise as the objects fell and the different col o r s l ed ~~;·: . · 

• him to · the belief. In summation, La Paz ·said that it was "incredible " · for-more • • 
than one meteorite to fall in one day. "I don't know what ·they.· are" , • .. he sai d ~ 11 but . 
~hey are of"J he same· f a_mily" .' . "Also and very important"; : La Paz -said," when a ·• : • • • • ' 

• meteor hits 'the upper atmosphere and shatters, it may spread f ragments from one .• 
or 10 to 15 miles. Here, however, we have sightings from about 250 -miles · across ,, 
the state". O:r;i another point, where obs e r _v e rs ~eporte~ _ seeing a : greep f i reball_ ..... . 
with a reddish tail while sighters in Albuquerque s a w the. t a il -as ' green ~-La ·Paz ..:..:':~·...: .. : 
said,' 11 1 belie·ve 'tho.se in Roswell' w'er~ '!clo·ser and ha d a t ype ' of ·over-exposu·r ·e ref ~·;:.,; 
feet from the green .ball and saw the complement ary · color iri. the ·tai1.· 11 · He'. explain.; 1 :.: . 

ed, people ;who :a.re exposed , to ' a.- br i ght green light 'will see _: objects in an"orange' col~ , 
or for a few ·s ·econds afterward. · " The · important thing·,: · 11.· said La Paz·, , rfis . that·'thei ;_ •. 1 

firebit.ll was a 'brilliant' Kelly green as _opposed: to ·the ' blue oi blue·7green ·color seen·' ;­
in-; ordinary falls/ 11; La ·Paz ;quoted Quin cy rAdams ;·· 1Albuquerq~e att~_r l?-~y';} 'Y~o saw :· ,:i-

t""ttotn~i~~tghtif'!toht~oifice· wina6w . ... ...dams:\ia fd..,1tw a s~ s o.: bright ~it ' looke cf li~e an · • 
explosion a half-mile awa.y. 1 ·••And it was ·200 miles "' away';" said 'La .Paz / -' "That's ' .-i .• ,· 

how· bright_ it was ·.·11, (Crei:i:' Fr.ed 'Talbot : 'Hobbs ',·~ ·.-'M. , &: ·Richar<;l'Beld~n·,.Jama.ica';_N: Y._) 
,...< .-- _ .• ·... , .-: .. ! _· - ·,_ c::it .... il ct· i'1J•-.·: ,·1 •.,_,,-:J::.<-,1 c.1 •.-.~-r . .. t ;! ., -c, ,:. c(·1 .J·l! !l - :. .. '~ 1.-.l1:) ·: t,~ .. ~ ~: -1 

. In Lordsburg, Lt. Paul M~llott ~f ,C . A ~ P ,- -~aid,, ~h-~ blin~i1;1g.:vy lJ.i_t~; ~x1>lo~-~.?n ,y.ra~ ·. ,; : .. ' _ 
witnessed by. two men who desc ribed the ·obJect as droppmg·from ;•the -sky :at -tttre~ .. ~-.,:.: -.-

. mendous s 'peed'.! . and/ with
0

.th;e· B_urr?'.Mts. · .~s' a/ b ~ckdrop:, :s·~~ -!- i ( expl9d_'(~n;'a ' ·:1.t:\;' ::, 
flash. · In another second . they s aid dirt was thrown in the·· air· •. :._.· Mallott later flew • • -. 
o~er,, ·the area ~':1~ a 'd~s.t lstor~ P.~~vent~~ -him' fro~ .. s~~~n(~~yt~i11:g.;·:::--, 

1 
l·)·<:.·/1\;~ .~:~·:;·,:,b 

' THE HOBBS INCIDENT: Somewhere in a: pasture · about . six miles : west .of-.Hobbs • l~es ·.' 
the evidence I Bill Watson saw 1a n object like a firebalrfall '.not more than-; a :quarterof ,l 
a mile south .of the Hobbs-Carlsbad Highway > The 1Hobbsan fall occurred ,about ·l0:15 ;:: 
a. m. and Watson described it as a dark colored 1ball'about!the size of a basket 1ball . •. 
with a blue tail. -· Said -Watson ,' "It came· from the~ southeast 1at a · low ' an'gle-J:. 'and ·not ·, ' i 

·moving too fast. · I .saw it h it and it kicked up ·dust~·•1 • Watson·'and two newsmen made : ' 
an unsuccessful hunt for the object the next morning. (Credit:11: F~~d -Tat.lbot) ; •. • •. '-' 1· ': • 

., ... • -'.' ' • >I 1 , , , ,, 11:· . • • .-, .,,,.-,. ~ I,~-, ! · •u ,J!:-,·1x~, i'f; '•• . 1:'r ,1 ,;, 

, ; ; ,_ , , ! _ . . , ~ .• , , , ( r 1 
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GREEN FIREBALL VISITS OAKLAND: 72 , Oakland , Cal. , Apr. 7, 55 ) Hard on 
the heels of the N w M xican in id nt s m th s ightings ov r Oakland and Eureka. 
The green object wa s of such brilli n ' that n airplan pilot thought at first it was a 
f~ar e fro~ anoth r plan , r port d th Oakland International Airport control tow.er. The 
fireball disapp ar d, d sc nding into th WNW horizon. (Cred: Violet Gray of San Mateo 

HOT COALS AND THE CURIOUS HOLE FROM NOWHERE: On April 3, about 6 p. m. . \ 
th ree or four hot "co ls" exuding white smoke scooted from· no particular point of origin' 
across th highway leading from Sharonville t~ Cincinnati. '· Joseph Hauck, one of four wit. 
nesses ';ho observed the phenomenon through the windows ·of an automobile ', ·said the sma, 
pebble-like objects ''trailed white smoke as they scurried across the road in front of our 
car· 11 He said that the point from which they came offered no clues as to their source• 
The~e were no buildings ·flanking the highway , no people were in the area · and there was 
no fi~e of ai::iy kind nearby.' ' ·,, / . r, .•• •. •• 

' I 

Equally• mysterious is . the incident in Carthage, South Dakota. · The mystery began when 
farmer Ernest Hall and his wife heard a: commotion among the chickens. Hall went out­
side to find the chickens "running around like crazy" with no apparent reason. The next 
day a neighbor asked Hall what he was digging the hole for. Hall was nonplussed. " What 
hole?" he asked. The neighbor led him t o the spot between the barn and house and show -
ed him a hole about 18 to 19 inches in diameter. Measurement showed it was about 18 feet 
deep. Hall had no idea where the h ol e came from, s o he called the sheriff who in turn 
called the Air Force. On Sunday, April 10, two Air Force se rgean t s arrived from Minn­
eapolis to investig.ate but no one could find a solution t o the m y ste r y . ( Cred: G. Popowitch) 

' . . 
EDITOR: Perhaps the "coals" and fo. e ho l e m a y have s ome c onn ecti on with the fireball 
bombardment in New Mexico inasmuch as the re is a n a ffinity in the dat e s. A lso on April 
6 at 8:20 p. m. the writer witnessed a b right green object pas s. swiftly, silently a nd h o r­
izontally over eastern Cincinnati, traveling in a northeaster ly direction. The o bj e ct ha::-1. 
no tail, it was not fiery nor was it bigger t han a pinhead. , E xplanation: met eor I E>ut, the 
date caused some speculation. 

FIERY RED ~ALL WITH RED TAIL E L UDES R ; A. F. :, .. (Ca ~e ·73,'i'E ~gian:d _and Wal e ,s , 
March 24, _55) A squadron of Meteor j e ts , ,flying full spe ed, chase~~ fiery red obJ~ct . 
with~ red tail across England -and Wal e s.. T h e Daily Mail said: the· .bl_a_z _ing obje~t', ~ike 
a gigantic meteorite, zigzagged from one end of the c ountry to the other. Hundreds of 
telephone calls warned police and fir e stations of t h e on r .ushing.' object, • and there were 
several reports' of aircraft crashing, but no evidence was .~ound. :·,:7: ~e Daily Ma.il _. quo~es 
an Air Ministry .. spokesman as say ing: "A formation flight .of Meteors. from the , R. A. _F , 
station _at. West Malling, Kent, were flying ~ver Manchester towa~d 'Birmingham. just · 
after 7 p. m. when they saw an object. It looked ·like ,a ball of fire .descending .'rapidly _' 
from above them. They were fl y i ng at 20,000 ft . and gave ch~se, .··.but the obje,ct 'nia4e '. 
the 500 mile trip from Land's E n d to Glasgow in about 45 minutes '."(Cred: G.L'.Menefy,N.Z.) 

I • I •• : • ' ' I : . ' ' • : I 1 ' ,·. ~ . ' I•.. . ' 1 f" T 

LOW-FLYING FIREBALL SCARES AUSTRA • Case 74 ," .Melbourne, Aust. ' , Dec. 20, . ,, . . . . . . _, -• . . 
54 Follpw_ing are eyewitness accounts of a fiery object whose eccentr.ic behavior'' evinces 
intelligent contr_oL I First Witne s s : _T : B. Hehir ~ Secur~ty 'of~iier. at 'the Marib}:rlnc,'~'g' -E _~plo .-­
sives Factory. "At 2:45 a. m . I w as opening a door in ' security building when I was ··sud­
denly bathed in light. I spun

1 
around .. .' the whole . ground \ vas lit up. ,. Then I 'saw';what 'look­

ed like a fire below the cloud s . : It . appeared to .have .spar.ks fly_ing from : it and · it ·whizzed 
by me in a matter of seconds. ;A s it went it left a . trail behind .. -.:-The ·object :9'lade· a,·siz­
zling noise . • .. and was traveling at great speed after it came, below..,the . clouds . . ,I .feared 
an explosion but it made only a s woo s h as it flew ·by. 11 Second: Mr. L. Foster, .also secur­
ity man at Maribyrnong. "I had jus t begun my, patrol when suddenly the_ sky lit- up . . The 
night was black and clouded. Thi s thing which lo.eked like a , ball -of fire, . appeared .out . of 
the western sky and behind it was a channel of light. · All of a ,sudden ,it shot across the sky 
and I had an excellent view of it. I have never seen anything like it before and I have seen 
many meteors. This object was t oo low to be a natural phenomenon. I would estimate its 
speed as twice that of a jet plane . It h e ld me s pellbound. 11 
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I I 

ob e1 am tim , a 
triangulati n , a p ssibl , and , Paz d t rmin d 
that it had t ken hort v n-to- ight-milc w t-lo• 
e t path- trai ht toward L s Alamo . 

lamo int re t in th fir ball inspir d th 
er ation of an informal gr up called th Los Alamos 

Lroph ical ociation , whos members, all s i n-
ti Ls and engineer with s urity clearances, w r · 
permitled toe amine some las iried reports in Pro­
j ct ign file . They agreed with La Paz that the 
fireball ould not be meteors; perhaps, they suggest­
ed, the were mi ile somebody was firing into the 
earth' atmo phere. 

On December 29 a statement from the Fourth Army 
ummed up the aerial-phenomena situation in the 
outhwe t. Between December 5 and 28, it noted, 

there had been 23 reports of " flares or moving 
lights." All but two were in New Mexico, and nearly 
all of these were "in the vicinity ofan area bounded in 
the east by the city of Las Vegas and in the north by 
Los Alamos .... All [of the lights] have been of an 
intense white or greenish wh ite. The trajectory or 
path of flight has been north to east, north to west or 
west to east. Altitude has been reported from 3000 to 
20,000 feet above the terrain .... Speed has been unde­
termined except that it seems to be above the super­
sonic range." 

Deepening mystery. At 5:54 P.M. on January 30, 1949, 
many hundreds of people saw a "green meteor" 
come out of the northwest and vanish southwest of 
Roswell, New Mexico. Kirtland AFB immediately 
notified Washington, which passed on word to Wright­
Patterson. Kirtland announced it was launching an 
immediate investigation, adding that "local command­
ers [are] perturbed by implications of phenomena" 
(Gross, 1982b). La Paz was called in to organize 
search teams and to instruct them in witness-inter­
view techniques and the use of surveying instru­
ments. La Paz hoped to be able to pinpoint the 
fireball's impact point. 

After speaking with dozens of witnesses, La Paz man­
aged a rough triangulation, and search teams set out 
tD recover f ragment.s. Eventually they ended up in the 
Lamesa, Tex.as, area. After a few days' fruitless hunt, 
the searchers gave up. La Paz was bafficd; in the past 

The Emergence of a Phenomenon 

he had r ov r d m teorit s with consid rably fewer 
resourc than he now had at hand. 

La Paz's plotting of the obj ct's traj tory indicated a 
143 mile- long path from Amarillo to Lamesa, along 
a north-south tra k. The fireball had traveled nearly 
horizontally, starting at 60,000 feet and ending at 
around 40,000. Its speed was estimated to be some­
where between 25,000 and 50,000 mph . At that alti­
tude and speed witnesses should have heard an ear­
shattering soni c boom, but the fireball's passage took 
place in total silence. La Paz subsequently told AFOSJ 
agent Paul Ryan that the objects were surely artificial. 
Perhaps, he suggested , they were radio-controlled 
missiles being directed by enemy agents in the 
Southwest. 

On February 8 UCLA geophysicist Joseph Kaplan, at 
the University of New Mexico to lecture on the upper 
atmosphere, met with La Paz, an old friend, and La 
Paz filled him in on the green-fireball situation . 
Kaplan, a member of the Air Force Scientific Adviso­
ry Board (AFSAB), found La Paz's report unsettling, 
and he discussed the matter further with Neef and 
Maj. William Godsoe, Fourth Army In telligence liai­
son officer at the Sandia Base. He said he would alert 
AFSAB chairman Theodore von Karman and urge an 
investigation in the name of national defense. 

184 

Eight days later a " Conference on Aerial Phenome­
na" was held at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory, 
with military representatives and scientists (including 
La Paz and UCLA professors Norris E. Bradbury and 
Edward Teller) in attendance. (There were, however, 
no representatives of the Air Force's UFO project, 
despite a pledge to the contrary. Project Sign, whose 
personnel had been largely sympathetic to the extra­
terrestrial hypothesis of UFO origin, was being reor­
ganized. On February 11, just five days prior to the 
conference, Sign became Project Grudge, which as 
its name implied was decidedly unsympathetic to the 
UFO phenomenon.) La Paz told conference partici­
pants that Kaplan had assured him there was no 
"classified training exercise" of which fireball-like 
devices were a part. Whereas most meteors are blue­
green, the fireballs were being described as pale 
green or yellow green. 

Moreover, he said, "I defy you to find anywhere 
among meteorites examples of conventional meteor-



ites that move ove1: long horizontal paths reserving 
nearly cons tant angular velo ities and therefore, on 
the a erag , constant linear velocities, at elevations of 
the order of eight to 10 miles .... [T]he fireball which I 
personally witne sed on the night of December 12, 
1948, was not, in my opinion, a conventional meteor 
fall " (Moore, 1983). 

greeing that the phenomenon was real, the scien­
ti ts urged that a network of instrument stations be 
put in place so that the fireballs could be photo­
graphed and analyzed with instruments at the mo­
ment of their appearance. Teller remarked that his 
calculations of the expected noise level of any materi­
al object with the green fireball's features indicated 
not a solid but an electro-optic phenomenon. 

Afterwards the AFOSI district office at Kirtland sent 
a priority Secret message to its headquarters and to 
Air Materiel Command (AMC) at Wright-Patterson 
pleading for assistance and advice. In its reply head­
quarters asked the Kirtland offi ce what were the 
" instructions and/or equipment furnished you by 
Air Materiel Command regarding aerial phenome­
na." None, Kirtland responded, then went on to 
complain that AMC, which oversaw Sign and Grudge, 
had broken its promise to attend the Los Alamos 
meeting. Apparently AMC was indifferent both to 
the reports and to AFOSI's considerable investigative 
effort. 

The same day, April 23, Capt. Roger Groseclose and 
Lt. Howard Smith were sent from AMC to Kirtland to 
mollify the unhappy personnel at AFOSI, Kirtland. 
The following day they had an unpleasant exchange 
with Capt. Neef, La Paz, AgentJack Boling, an~ the 
Fourth Army's Maj . Godsoe (who had attended the 
February 16 meeting) in the AFOSI office. Godsoe 
said that it d idn' t seem worth AFOSl's time to con­
duct investigations for AMC, which seemed singular­
ly ungrateful for the favor. The AMC officers retort­
ed that the fireballs were no concern of an Army 
officer's anyway. Neef in turn wondered if they were 
any concern of AMC's. After all, green fireballs were 
differen t from flying discs. Groseclose and Smith said 
they were concerned with all types of anomalous 
aerial phenomena. By this time thoroughly disgust­
ed, God.soc left the room. 

Groseclose and Smith turned on La Paz with a new 

Green Fireballs and Other Southwestern Lights 

list of complaints. Why had he sent AMC his raw data 
rather than finished analyses? That way other techni­
cal personnel could review his work to ensure that he 
had come to the appropriate conclusions. La Paz 
pointed out that he had been working as a volunteer 
on leave from his university job, to which he now had 
to return . Any further request for his services would 
have to come with a contract. 
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Before the meeting broke up, the participants were 
able to agree with the now-absent Godsoe's recom­
mendation that AMC set up a network of observation 
posts with cameras, surveyor's transits, and trained 
personnel. In addition, there should be a concerted 
air and ground search for fragments. Finally, Neef 
emphasized to Groseclose and Smith that personnel 
charged with protection of the Atomic Energy Com­
mission bases were "becoming alarmed as to the 
possible threat to their security." 

On the nineteenth, four days before the confronta­
tion at its office, AFOSI at Kirtland sent a list of all the 
fi reball reports it had investigated (39 in all), from 
December 5 to April 12, to Air Force headquarters. 
The cover letter noted, "The common characteristics 
of most of the incidents are: a. Green color, some­
times described as greenish-white, bright green, 
yellow-green, or blue green. b. Horizontal path, 
sometimes with minor variations. c. Speed less than 
thatofa meteor, but more than any other known type 
of aircraft. d. No sound associated with observation. 
e. No persistent trail or dust cloud. f. Period of 
visibility from one to five seconds" (ib id.). 

But green fireballs were not the only sorts of atmos­
pheric anomalies appearing in Southwestern skies. 
At 10:30 on the morning of the twenty-fourth, at the 
White Sands Proving Ground, military personnel 
were tracking a balloon when a fast-moving disc­
shaped object showed up and was tracked through a 
theodolite. At 6:30 A.M. the next day, according to a 
young man who reported the event in a letter to La 
Paz, silvery-white, ball-shaped objects "sort of like 
Christmas tree ornaments" flew over Springer Lake, 
New Mexico, moving at a rapid rate of speed. They 
reappeared repeatedly over the next hour, making a 
sound like a "high-pitched whistle," but were never 
visible for more than a few seconds at a time. This 
report was reminiscent of ones being made in Texas 
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(see below). At 5:45 r .M. on the tw nty-cighl.h an 
object with a au age shape, "with n fin , wings, or 
protuberance " and th " ize fa ity block," wa 
een o r Tu on by many bs rv r ( ross, op. cit. ). 

Little light . n w typ f UF phenomenon began 
man if e tin in ntral Te as on March 6, when Army 

curit p tr I n ar Killeen Base, a highly s nsitive 
nuclear-w apon torage it inside amp Hood, 
potted trangc bur ts or streak of light in the eve· 

nin ky. 

The fir t ighting took place outside the ba e perime· 
ter at :30 when Pvts. Martin Fen ten11an and Frank 
Lui i potted a flash of pale blue-white light in the 
northeast. T, enty-fi e minute later and a quarter­
mile away, Pvt. Harold Moore saw a white light witJ1 
an orange trail flash acros the western horizon. And 
at 9 r .M., from in ide tJ1e base boundary, Sgt. Hubert 
Vickery and Pfc. John Ransom noticed a pale blue­
white light treaking across the western sky low over 
the horizon. Between 1: 15 and 2 A.M. four more 
reports of a brilliant burst of light like a "flash bulb" 
came in from patrols around Killeen Base. 

Almost exactly 24 hours later, on March 8, two infan­
trymen half a mile apart sighted apparently separate 
streaking bright lights-one white, the other yellow­
ish-red. In the latter case the UFO covered 60 
degrees of sky, appearing and disappearing at about 
the same angle above the horizon. Cpl. Luke Sims was 
able to run 10 paces to a field telephone before it 
vanished. 

All of the observers insisted that what they had seen 
were not meteors. They were more like fl ares, they 
said, but they could not find anyone who might have 
been shooting them off. Nonetheless Capt. Horace 
McCulloch, Assistant G-2 of the Second Armored 
Division at Camp Hood, was certain they must be 
flares. It was just "nervous tension or lack of experi­
ence on the part of the observers" that made the 
witnesses think the phenomena were extraordinary. 
He decided to gather the witnesses at their respective 
sighting locations and test-fire various kinds of flares. 
The test was set for the evening of the seventeenth. 
But when Capt. McCulloch and his party were driving 
between Camp Hood and the Killeen Base area to 
prepare the proposed display, they saw the phenome-
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non I.hem elves. McCulloch knew it was no flare, and 
so he pla ed the ntire base on alert. 

here were seven sightings in a11 that night. Each time 
multiple observers in different locations were able to 
eff ecl precise triangulations. 

On March 31 al 11 :50 r .M. Lt. Frederick Davis, who 
was on patrol east of Killeen Base, sighted a reddish· 
whi te ba11 of fire passing horizontally over the base 
airstrip. After 10 to 15 seconds it disappeared wil.h· 
out descending. As Davis was reporting the incident, 
he noted interference on the telephone line. 

In mid-April, amid growing alarm among Fourth 
Army Intell igence personnel in San Antonio, investi• 
gators remarked on how the lights had done a "good 
job of bracketing the 'Q ' Area" ("Q" refers to nuclear 
materials). J ust a few days earlier, they pointed out, 
gossip columnist Walter Winchell had broadcast the 
story that the Russians were launching the flying 
discs . O n the fourteenth Col. Reid Lumsden, Com­
mander of the AFOSI d istrict offi ce at Kelly Air Force 
Base, San Antonio, handed the Army reports to Col. 
William Carpenter, the Deputy Director of Special 
Investigations, at the Pentagon. Carpenter promised 
to pursue inquiries from his own end. 

Green fireballs continued. In New Mexico the green­
fireball sightings continued, at the rate of half a 
dozen or so a month. Meanwhile AMC and its new 
Project Grudge responded only perfunctorily to the 
reports they were receiving from the Fourth Army 
and the Seventeenth District AFOSI office; they did 
little more than supply copies of a report form. 
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Observing this exhibition of apathy, Col. Doyle Rees, 
17th District AFOSI Commander, wired headquar­
ters on April 25 to ask if he could send two of his men 
to AMC to find out if Grudge planned to do anything. 
But as it turned out, not only AFOSI was monitoring 
Grudge's inactivity but Air Force Intelligence was 
doing so as well. Before Rees had a response from 
AMC, Dr. Kaplan arrived in Albuquerque, having 
been directed to go there by no less than AFOIN 
Director Maj. Gen. Charles Cabell and Air Force 
Scientific Advisory Board chairman Theodore von 
Karman, who wanted Kaplan to examine the possi­
bility of setting up a full-scale field investigation. 
They emphasized that Grudge was not to be in­
formed of it. 
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On the morning of the twenty-seventh Rees, Kaplan, 
and La Paz briefed personn l witJ1 th Arm d For s 
Special Weapon Proj t at ndia Bas . L Paz 
outlined plan for n tw rk of vi ual, photogr phi , 
spectrographi , and radar b ervation overing th 
Lo lamo , ndia ( lbuqu rqu ), and Holloman 

ir F re Ba e/White and Proving Ground areas, 
with e, ten i fi Id arches and aerial reconnais-
anc to loca te fragments . ientist W. D. Crozier, 

late of hit ands, now of the New Mexico School 
of Mine , offered to handle air sampling int nded to 
det ct an du t r idue from the fireball ' passage. 
Ree urged that the Camp Hood/ Killeen Base area 
al o fall under scrutiny. Kaplan said he would recom­
mend La Paz to direct the probe, with the full coop-
ration of all other agencie . 

Little lights again. On the nights of April 16 and 18, 
after two weeks of inactivity, the mysterious "flares" 
were ob erved once more at Killeen . The most spec­
tacular incidents, however, would occur on the twen­
ty-seventh, beginning with a bizarre encounter at 
9:20 P.M . when two members at a patrol station south­
east of Killeen were startled to see a blinking violet 
light no more than an inch and a half in diameter; it 
was only 10 or 12 feet from them and six or seven feet 
above the ground. The observation lasted a minute, 
during which the tiny object passed through the 
branches of a tree, thus unmistakably marking its 
location. 

Five minutes later and scarcely two miles away, four 
Army men saw a four-inch bright light with a two- to 
four-inch "metallic" cone attached to the back. 
When first spotted in the northeast, it was six to seven 
feet off the ground and 600 feet away, silently ap­
proaching the witness in a level flight at 60 or 70 mph. 
It disappeared suddenly to the southwest at a dis­
tance of 150 feet. Thcn,just 12 minutes later, a two­
inch-wide white light appeared 100 feet away to the 
north-northeast. It was flying in a zig-zag fashion in a 
level path six feet above the ground. At its closest it 
was 150 feet away. Like the one that had come before 
it, it vanished abruptly. A third light showed up at 
9:39 in the west-southwest. It was visible for a maxi­
mum of 30 seconds. 

The next night the lights were back. Beginning at 
8:30, several security paLrols comprising a total of 12 
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men r ported nine separate sightings southeast of 
Kill en. Most of the slow-moving lights changed 
olor from white tor d to green . One was white with 

a r d blinking light, and one had the previously 
observed " one-shaped affair" at its rear. On one 
occasion four lights appeared together; on another, 

ight to 10 showed up in each other's company. (The 
light with the cone was seen amid this latter set of 
obje ts.) Despite extensive searches no debris or 
other vidcnce of flares or similar devices could be 
found . 

In early May the Fourth Army approached AFOSI in 
San Antonio to ask it to help in the investigation of 
the Killeen lights. Col. Lumsden declined, explaining 
it was waiting direction from headquarters in Wash­
ington. But tJ1e harried Army people were disinclined 
to take no for an answer, and on May 5 they got 
AFOSI personnel, along with others from the Office 
of Naval Intelligence (O NI), Army Counter Intelli­
gence Corps (CIC), the FBI, and the Armed Forces 
Special Weapons Project (AFSWP), to show up at 
Camp Hood for the first of a series of weekly meet­
ings to discuss the strange phenomena. 

The Army and Navy representatives agreed that the 
phenomena were unexplained and thus a legitimate 
source of "grave concern." AFOSI and the FBI ex­
pressed no opinion, but the AFSWP people expressed 
confidence that a natural explanation would be found 
and that the base's internal security could handle any 
problems, if such ever manifested . Fourth Army re­
torted that doubts about the quality of its witnesses' 
observations could be resolved if a formal observing 
network were set up. Unfortunately, it did not have 
enough agents to conduct a proper investigative job. 
Moreover, there were questions about who would 
lead such an investigation, since security responsibili­
ties were divided among the various agencies. 

Out of this confused state of affairs came general 
agreement that, first, an observation system with 
trained artillery observers was desirable and, second, 
if such sightings were then confirmed, AMC in Ohio 
should be asked to send a technical intelligence team 
to the scene. For reasons of its own the Army did not 
reveal it had already put such a network into opera­
tion the day before. Nonetheless it took the entire 
group out to Killeen at 1 P.M. to inspect the security 



Green Fireballs and Other Southwestern Lights 

procedures and "tentatively" sele t ites for lh Army 
observation posts- ite that in fact had b n sele t­
ed and manned at lea t 24 hours arlier. 

The ne t day ol. umsden f th an Antonio 
FO I ofli inform d h adquarters that the "mat­

t r ha r ached a fair! riou tag and some posi­
ti action i mandatory." He made a point of not 
ending a op of hi m ssage to Grudge. Headquar­

ter r pond d quickly with an order to Lumsden to 
inv Ligate all ighting and other relevant informa­
tion. T here was al o a pointed reminder that Grudge 
w to be kept fully informed. 

t FO I in Albuquerque Col. Rees set up a 24-hour 
vi ual-photographic ob ervation post on top of Sandia 
fountain norlhea t of town. Following Kaplan's 
uggestion, the po twas equipped with a wide-angle­

Jen camera fitted wi th a pectrographic grating. The 
Fourth Army system was more elaborate, except that 
it lacked cameras. But it did have four six-man fixed­
observation posts equipped with instruments to ob­
tain directional bearings and linked by radio and field 
telephone. One of the posts (all were located within a 
few miles southeast of Killeen) served as the plotting 
center to coordinate and triangulate the UFO sightings 
and directional information from all observers. Two 
trucks served as a roving "Artillery Patrol" observa­
tion post linked by radio to the plotting center. Each 
day the "Artillery Training Force" (the deliberately 
misleading name by which the c1assified UFO patrol 
was designated) got new orders. 

When the Fourth Army plan was finally revealed on 
May 19 to members of the weekly intelligence confer­
ence, everyone was impressed. There was no more 
talk of hysteria or observer error. Now, as Col. Lumsden 
subsequently remarked, it was obvious that the "un-

nown phenomena in the Camp Hood area could not 
be attributed to natural causes." 

Nonetheless in Washington the word was that the 
fireballs were "natural phenomena." Or so conclud­
ed Kaplan, who thought they were a new type of 
auroral effect. He conceded, however, that their 
rapid horiront.al motion and their appearances so far 
from the magnetic polar regions were "difficult to 
explain." AFOIN "tent.atively accepted" the explana• 
Lion despite its problems, and the Geophysical Sci­
ences Branch of the Directorate of Research and 
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D v lopment, USAF Headquarters, began an evalua­
tion of the r ports. If its findings "substantiate this 
tentative conc1usion," o1. John W. Schweizer of 
AFOIN said in a September I letter to AFOIN's 
director, "reports that fall in the 'fireball' category 
will no longer be inc1uded in Hq. Air Materiel Com­
mand and Directorate of Intelligence, Hq. USAF, 
investigative activity on unidentified aerial incidents." 
AFOIN rejected an Army request for further facilities 
lo study the fireballs from field locations. 

The sightings continued into August. The most spec­
tacular took place on June 6. At 9:05 P.M. both the 
plotting center and observation post number two 
spotted a hovering orange light. When they triangu­
lated the UFO's location, they determined it was 
three miles south of the observation post and four 
and a half miles south of the plotting center, hovering 
a mile in the air. This was, however, no "little light" 
but something 30 to 70 feet in size. Suddenly it 
started moving in level flight, then burst into small 
partic1es. The sighting had lasted not quite three 
minutes. 

On July 24 a green fireball was observed falling dose 
to Socorro, New Mexico. The next morning Crozier 
collected dust samples from the School of Mines 
campus in the city. As La Paz reported to Col. Rees on 
August 17, "These collections, to Dr. Crozier's evi­
dent surprise, were found to contain not only the first 
copper partic1es he had found in air dust collections 
but these partic1es were of unusually large size­
up to 100 microns in maximum dimensions" (Moore, 
op. cit.). When La Paz and other scientists and Air 
Force representatives met with Crozier the following 
day, Crozier said he thought it was possible the 
copper particles had blown off the roof or out of the 
gutters of a campus building; only if similar particles 
were found in open and distant country could they 
be deemed unquestionably significant. Subsequent 
searches found just that. Still, Crozier persisted in 
calling the results "inconclusive" even as La Paz 
suspected otherwise, writing to Rees, "I wish to em­
phasize most emphatically that if future more de­
tailed work shows that the numerous copper particles 
found by Dr. Crozier and [his assistant] Mr. [Ben] 
Seely are indeed floating down from green fireballs, 
then the fireballs are not conventional meteorites. 
Copper is one of [the] rarest of the elements found in 
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meteorites .... In fact, I know of no case in whi h even 
the tiniest particle of copper ha been r porled in 
dust collection suppo dly of m t · oriti rigin" (ibid. ). 
La Paz urged that further air and ground sampl s b 
taken in are wher th fireball had b en seen. 

In a memo ofth ame dat addres ed to La Paz, Rees 
report d on inv tigation of "anomalous luminous 
ph n mena" en b tw en early June and early Au­
gu t. " an of the gre n fireball now appearing 
de c nd on n arl ertical paths," he wrote, "where-

' in arlier month [,] almo tall of the green fireballs 
ob erved mo e almo t horizontally .... There appears 
to be a concentration of ew Me ico incidents near 
, eekend , e peciall on unday and near the hour of 

:00 (in the interval from 7:30 P.M. to 8:30 r .M.)" (ibid. ). 

Project Twinkle. In early ummer Kaplan met with 
orri Bradbury, the Los Alamos laboratory director 

who had participated in the February 16 Conference 
on Aerial Phenomena. Bradbury urged that a classi­
fied scientific conference be held to discuss the fire­
balls, perhaps when Kaplan was passing through in 
early eptember, and that physicists Edward Teller 
and George Gamow be invited. Kaplan then told 
AFOI Director Gen. C. B. Cabell that AFOIN should 
organize a photographic and spectrographic patrol 
which could obtain quantitative scientific data on the 
phenomena. Because of budgetary and personnel 
limitations AFOIN could not act on the suggestion, 
but later in the summer Kaplan visited the Geophys­
ics Research Directorate of AMC's Cambridge Re­
search Laboratories in Boston and discussed what 
could be done in fireballs . In Washington soon after­
wards, Kaplan met with personnel in the Geophysical 
Sciences Branch of Air Force Research and Develop­
ment to set plans in motion. On September 14, under 
the authority and command of Air Force Chief of 
Staff Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, that branch ordered 
the new AMC commander Lt Gen. Benjamin Chidlaw 
to have his Boston labs evaluate the New Mexico and 
Texas sightings and consider the creation of an in­
strument network. AMC was directed to send repre-
entatives from Boston to a meeting in New Mexico. 

At the meeting, held on October 14 at Los Alamos, 16 
representatives of AFOSI, AMC (Kaplan), Fourth 
Anny, the FBI, the AF.SS, AFSWP, and Los Alamos 
scienti5u (including such luminaries as Teller, Garnow, 
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and StanisJaw Ulam) considered the situation. AM C's 
r pr s ntative was Maj. Frederic C. E. Oder, director 
of the Boston geophysics laboratory. La Paz and 

apt. Ne f spoke at length and recounted their own 
and other sightings. No one disputed the reality of 
the phenomena, and the group could not agree on an 
explanation. One problem was the peculiar geographi-
al concen tration of reports: all in New Mexico. What 

kind of natural phenomenon would appear in only 
one place and only recently? The group proposed 
that a field projec t be run under Oder's Boston lab, 
with La Paz's active cooperation. 

On November 3 Kaplan brought the plan to AFSAB, 
and on December 20, following consideration by the 
Defense Department's Research and Development 
Board (ROB), approval was granted. By February 21 , 
1950, Project Twinkle, with the assistance of Land­
Air, Inc., had set up its first operations post, manned 
by two observers who scanned the sky over Holloman 
AFB with theodolite, telescope, and camera. 

All the while the sightings had continued. At 10: 15 
P.M. on January 7 Holloman's assistant maintenance 
officer was driving south of Corona, New Mexico, 
when he saw a green ball at 45-degrees' elevation. He 
told AFOSI investigator Lt. Russell Womack,Jr. , that 
it descended at a 60-degree angle "from horizontal to 
a position just above the horizon caused by the 
mountain range where it leveled out and traveled 
approximately 10 degrees east," then dropped out of 
sighting behind the mountain. When first seen, it was 
a yellowish-white, but as it descended, it "appeared 
to be more orange than originally with a trail of flame 
projecting out to its rear.... When it reached the 
position where it leveled out, it became a bright blue­
green in color and remained that color until it passed 
out of sight" (Gross, 1983). 

On February 2 La Paz, citing the press of academic 
duties, was forced to withdraw from further partici­
pation in the project. On the twentieth, in a two-page 
letter to P. H. Wycoff of the Air Force Cambridge 
Research Laboratories, he expressed his current views: 
that a "fireball project,, (Twinkle) ought not to be 
pursued because those fireballs that were not mete­
ors had to be 0 U.S. guided missiles undergoing tests 
in the neighborhoods of the sensitive installations 
they are designed to def end ... He confessed that he 
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doubted the latter interpretation "will be tak n ri­
ousl " d ... Y ~ conceded h could b wr ng. In Lh l as 

mtensive, sy tematic investigation f th se bj 
should not be dela d" (Moor , op. cit. ). 

De pite high hop 
hap le n t rpd e. 

Twinkl pr v d omething of a 
i w Jin from i final r p n, 
195 1, gi a n e f what ils dated D c mber 11 , 

problem , 

ome photographi act1v1t oc urred on 27 
pril and 24 Ma [ 1950], but imullaneous 

ighting b , both ameras were not made, so 
thal no information was gained. On 30 August 
1950, during a Bell aircraft mi ile launching, 
aerial phenomena were ob erved over Holloman 

ir Force B e by everal individuals; however, 
neither Land-Air nor Project personnel were 
notified and, therefore, no results were acquired. 
On 31 Augu t 1950, the phenomena were again 
ob erved afler a V-2 launching. Although much 
film was e pended, proper triangulation was 
not effected, so that again no information was 
acquired.... Generally, the results ... may be 
de cribed as negative. Although the photograph­
ic theodolites functioned continuously, the grat­
ing cameras functioned very little, since the 
military personnel assigned to operate them 
had been withdrawn due to the needs con­
cerned with the Korean situation. The facilities 
for the electromagnetic frequency measurements 
that were to be provided by the Signal Corps 
Engineering Laboratories were not utilized due 
to the fact that the frequency of occurrence of 
these phenomena did notjustify the $50,000 a 
year transfer offunds to the Signal Corps which 
would be required to carry out such a monitor­
ing facility (ibid.). 

Aft.er that the number of sigh tings declined signifi­
cantly. In the summer of 1951 Maj. Edward A. Doty 
took control of the project. In an August 27 confer­
ence at Holloman he expressed skepticism, and his 
assistant, one B. Guildenberg, told those there assem­
bled that despite his active interest in astronomy he 
had never ieen anything out of the ordinary in the 
s y, and neither had one of White Sands' most promi­
nent persona, Clyde Tombaugh, discoverer of the 
planet Pluto. (The lyde Tomb ugh sighting of 1949 
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i dis ussed elsewhere in this book.) Holloman's com­
manding offi er, Doty said, wanted to cease a11ocat­
ing funds for wink) , strip it of its official status, and 
maintain it simply on stand-by status. 

Th next day proje t personn I talk d with La Paz, 
who once again insisted the phenomena could not be 
meteors . 

Twinkl closed down in December. Its final report 
stat d that the invesligators had no "conclusive opin­
ion oncerning the aerial phenomena of interest." 
Nonetheless it went on to speculate that the "earth 
may be passing through a region in space of high 
meteoric population. Also, the sun-spot maxima in 
1948 perhaps in some way may be a contributing 
factor" (Moore, op. cit.). 

Still, to many of those who had seen or investigated 
the fireballs (or both), they remained a troubling 
memory. In 1953, when Capt. Edward J. Ruppelt was 
head of Project Blue Book, he encountered Joseph 
Kaplan at an Air Force meeting in Los Angeles. 
Kaplan asked, "What ever happened to the green 
fireballs?" He urged Ruppelt to talk with La Paz. A 
few months later, when Ruppelt finally met the 
meteoriticist, he asked him what he thought the 
fireballs were. According to Ruppelt, "He weighed 
the question for a few seconds-then he said that all 
he cared to say was that he didn't think they were a 
natural phenomenon. He thought that maybe some­
day one would hit the earth and the mystery would be 
solved. He hoped they were a natural phenomenon." 
At Los Alamos, Ruppelt would write, scientists theo­
rized that the fireballs were projectiles fired into the 
earth's atmosphere from an extraterrestrial space­
craft. "Two years ago I would have been amazed to 
hear a group of reputable scientists make such a 
startling statement," Ruppelt recalled. "Now, howev­
er, I took it as a matter of course. I'd heard the same 
type of statement many times before from equally 
qualified groups" (Ruppelt, 1956). 
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could determil')e where they would have hit the enrth-if 
they were meteorites. They would search this nrea, and if 
they · found parts of a meteorite they would have the answer 
to the green fireball riddle. 

The fireball activity on the night of December 5 was made 
to order · for plotting flight paths. The good reports of that 
night included carefu11y noted locations, the directions in 
which the green objects were seen, their heights above the 
horizon,' and the times when they were observed . So early the 
next morning Dr. La Paz and a crew of intelligence officers · 
were scouring northern New Mexico. They started out by talk­
ing to the people who had made reports but soon found out 

Se# 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYlNG OBJECTS 

was on a compass course of 90 degrees. Capt. - wa pl 
and ! was acting as copilot. I first observed the object and 
a split second later the pilot saw it . It was 2,000 fee higher 
than the plane, and was approaching the plane at a rapid 
rat_e of speed from 30 degrees to the left of our course. The 

, obJec~ was sin:iilar in appearance to a burning green Hare, 
the k!nd that 1s commonly used in the Air Force. However, 
the light was much more intense and the object appeared 
consid~rably larger than a nonnal fl are . The trajectory of 
the obJect, when first sighted, was almost flat and paraUeJ to 
the earth. The phenomenon lasted about 2 secoods. At the 
end of th is_ time the object seemed to begin to burn out 

, _and the trn1ecto~ the~ dropped off rap idly. The phenome­
non was of such mtens1ty as to be visible from the very mo­
ment it ignited. 

that · dozens of other people had also seen the fireballs. By 
closely checking the time of the observations, they deter­
mined that eight separate fireballs had been seen. One was 
evid~ntly more spectacular and was seen by the most peo-

i" pie·. -Everyone in northern New Mexico -had seen it going Back at Wright-Patterson AFB, ATIC was getting a b1ow-
•• 1 ftorri 'west to east, so Dr. La Paz and his crew worked east- . by-bl_ow accoun_t of th~ fireball activity but they were talcing 
... Ward across New Mexico to the west border of Texas, '" no dir~ct part m the mvestigation. Their main interest was 

-~ tal_!dng to dozens of people. After many sleepless hours they : . to review ail incoming UFO reports and see if the green 
•
1
:· .finally plotted where it should have struck the earth. They • fireball reports were actually unique to the Albuquerque 

}j. searched the area but found nothing. They went back over area: T~ey were. Although a good many UFO reports were 
~ ·: ; the·''area time ·and time again-nothing. As Dr. La Paz later , ' . ~mmg m from other parts of the U.S., none fit the descrip-
, :jfj• told ; me, this was the first time that he seriously doubted ·: 

1
.tion of the green fireballs. 

J-; _ the !green fireballs were meteorites. . : • ~fir tl during December 1948 and January 1949 the green 
. • ti . - -~ ·Within :t few more days the .fireballs were appearing aJ. i i e a_Us co~tinued !o invade the New Me:oco skies. Every­
]:.: most :-rughtly. The intelligence officers 'from Kirtland dedded;!'. ; one, mcludmg the intelligence officers at .Kirtland AFB> Air 

:~f thaf maybe they could get a good look at one of them, so t :Pefens~ _Co~mand people, Dr. La Paz, and some of the 
J4' • ori' tlie night of December 8 two officers took off in an air"< ,,most dtstingwshed scientists at Los Alamos had seen at least 
,ty. . ; plane just before dark and began to cruise around north;'.'. . one, • 
'.if ::of · Albuquerque. · They had a carefully worked out plan;: -~~ In mid-February 1949 a conference was called at Los 
;;;_ !'where each man would observe certain details if they saw.;,. }1amos to_det_ermine what should be done to f~--"Ler pursue 
rf ~<>ne of the green .fireballs. At 6:33 P.M. they saw one. This,•.t: th~ in uni, . i: ·~ Js their repbrt: . . · ,,+ ~ g · veShgation, The Air Force, Project Sign. the intelli-
i ~r::-/.· ~,. ~~ - . .

1
... d~·ce people at Kirtland, and other interested parties had 

r/_J• , • • '· Y ohe eve thi th uld L:_ , _ 
1;y ) ~; 6:33 P .M. while Byfng ·at an fndJcated altitude of_ I_l,50,0; .• ,, 1>: ng ey co tu.in.JC of and still no answer. Such 
::, .feet,· a strange phenomenon was observed. Exact position of,· ~?tbl~ SCJentists as Dr. Joseph Kaplan_ a world-renowned 
?.-• :' the ·.aircraft at time of the observation was 20 miles east: -t· onty on the physics of the upper atmosphere, Dr. Ed, 
.} j_~f the ·Las Vegas, N.M., radio range station. The aircraft, ,~d Teller, of H-bomb fame, and of course Dr. La Paz. 
'.f- ~; : 1

' .ti I ,1. :!J., ./ :J: J l i 
1: ; '··· I 1 • ,', ::3,1 I 
·'·' /'.·_ r· ~ · I ·, 
~; ·g;_~- ·•.. 1':i: '·; . ,,, ,, 

. it 1!_." . ~. . ~ t .. _: ·i•! ~: ·~ 
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attended, along with a lot of military brass and scientists : 
from Los Alamos. 

This was one conference where there was no need to 11 

discuss whether or no t this special type of UFO, the green · • 
fireball, existed. Almost everyone at the meetin g had seen1 • 

one-. The purpose of the conference was to decide whether1-
the fireballs were natural or man-made and how to find out, 
more about them. , 

t\s happens in any conference, opinions were divided. j ; 
Some people thought the green fire~alls were natmal fire- f 
balls. The proponents of the natural meteor, or meteorite,/; 
theory presented fac ts that they had .dug out of astronomicald 
journals. Greenish-colored meteors, although not common,i 1 
had· been observed on many occasions. The flat trajectory, , 
which seemed to be so important in proving that the green 1. \ 

fireballs were extraterrestrial, was also nothing new. When ~ 
viewed from certain ang1es, a meteor can appear to have a 1 ;, 

flat trajectory. The reason that so many had been seen during , · 
December of 1948 and January of 1949 .was that the weather 1 . . 

had been unusually clear all over the Southwest during this 
period. 

Dr. La Paz led the group who believed that the. green fire­
balls were not meteors or meteorites. His argument was de­
rived from the facts that he had gained after many days of 
research and working with Air Force intelligence teams. H~ 1 

stuck · to the points that (1) the trajectory was too Hat, . 
(2) the color was too green, and (3) he couldn't locate any, 
fragments even though he had found the spots where they\ 
should have hit the earth if they were meteorites. 

People who were at that meeting have told me that Dr., 
La Paz's theory was very interesting and that each point WU 
carefully considered. But evidently it wasn't conclusive 
enough because when the conference broke up, after two 
days, it was decided that the green fireballs were a na 
phenomenon of some kind. It was recommended th t 
'pbase of the UFO investigation be given to the Air F 
Cambridge Research Laboratory, since it f the fun 
this group to study natural phenomena, and that 
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i Jt up a project to attempt to p~otograph ? green fue­
,~ lls and measure their speed, altitude, and SJZe. 
• ~1 In the late summer of 1949, Cambridge e~blished Pro­
ect Twinkle to solve the mystery. The proJect called for 

• tablishing three cinetheodolite stations near Whi e San~, 
New Mexico. A cirietheodolite is similar to a 35-mm. moVle 

1 
bmera except when you take a photograph of an ob!ect 

· you also get a photograph of three dials that how the ~ e 
• the photo was taken, the azimuth angle, and the elevation 
'angle of the camera. If two or more c_arnera photograph 
.the same object, it is possible to obt8.ln a very accurate 
:'measurement of the photographed object' altitude, speed, 
''and size. 

,I Pro ject Twinkle was a bust. Absolutely nothin photo-
, ~graphed. Of the three cameras that were planned fo r the 
project, only one was available. This one camera w con­
tinually being moved from place to place. If everal reports 
1came from a certain area, the camera crew would load up 
their equipment and move to that area, al'-\--ay arrhdn too 

I 
late. Any duck bunter can tell you that this i the ~'Tong 
'tactic; if you want to shoot any ducks pick a place and 
stay put, let the ducks come to you. . 

The people trying to operate Project T ~rink.le 
ing financial and morale trouble. To do a 

I ,'needed more and better equipment and 
• ,Air Force budget cuts preclud i.iil~~ 

&ee but they diem t • 
I When. the 
died 
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balls. He mentioned Dr. La Paz and his opinion that th . bklb' being associated with interplanetary vehiclrc; ~me up, 
green fireballs might be man-made, and although he res . the whole group got serious. They had been clomg a lot 
pected La Paz's professional ability, he just wasn't convinced. . ', of thinking about this, they said, and they ha<l a theory. 
But he did strongly urge me to get in touch with Dr. Lf ;: r The green fireball s, they theorized, could be some type 
Paz and hear his side of the story. I;: ) of unmanned test vehicle that was being projected into our fl 

When I returned to ATIC I spent several days digging· :; atmosphere from a "spaceship" hovering severnl hundred 
into ~ur collection of green fireball reports. All of these ,. • miles above the earth . Two years ago I would have been 
reports covered a period from early December 1948 to late ' :-- amazed to hear a group of reputable scientists make such 
1949. As far as Blue Book's files were concerned, there \ .~ a startling statement. Now, however, I look it as a matt~ of 
hadn't been a green fireball report for a year and a half.'.: :. course. I'd heard the same type of statement many times 

I read over the report on Project Twinkle and the few ; :. before from equally qualified groups. 
notes we had on the Los Alamos Conference and decided . Tum the tables, they said, suppose that we are going 
that the next time I went to Albuquerque I:d contact Dr, : to try to go to a far planet. There would be three phases 
La Paz. I did go to Albuquerque several times but my visits ~ to the trip: out through the earth's atmosphere, through 
were always short and I was always in a hurry so I didn't : space, and the re-entry into the atmosphere of the planet 
get to see him. .1 • l' we're planning to land on. The first two phases would ad-

, It was six or eight months later before the subject of green :, . mittedly present formidable problems, but the last phase, the 
fireballs came up ag~in. I was eating lunch with . a group i re-entry phase, would be the most critical. Corning in from 
of p~ople ~t the AEC s Los Alamos Laboratory when one of : • outer space, the craft would, for all practical purposes. be 
the group mentioned the mysterious kelly-green balls of fire. ; 1

• similar to a meteorite except that it would be pov,ered and 
The strictly unofficial bull-session-type discussion that fol- ; not free-falling. You would have myriad problems associated 
lowed took up the entire lunch hour arid several hours of the . with aerodynamic heating, high aerodynamic loadings, _and 
~ftemoon. It was an interesting discussion because these '. very probably a host of other problems that no one can 
people, all scientists and technicians from the lab, had a few l now conceive of. Certain of these problems could be partially 
educated guesses as to what they might be. All of them had ,. solved by laboratory experimentation, but nothing can r&­
seen a green fireball, some of them had seen several. ; place Bight testing, and the results obtained by Bight test! 

. • . One of the men, a priv;:ite pilot, had encountered a fireball I in our atmosphere would not be valid in another type of 
one night while he was flying his Navion north of Santa Fe ; . atmosphere. The most logical way to overcome this difficulty 

· and he had a vivid way of explaining what he'd seen. "Take . ;~ would be to build our interplanetary vehicle. go to the 
· a' soft ball and paint it with some kind of fluorescent paint ' ; planet that we were interested in landing o~ and hover 

that will glow a bright green in the dark," I remember his , several hundred miles up. From this altitude we rould send 
saying, •~then have someone take the ball out about 100 feet · ' instrumented test vehicles down to the plnnet. H we didn't 
in fron~ of you and ·about · 10 feet above you. Have him . ; want the inhabitants of the plan~ if it were in~abi~ to 
throw the ball right at your face, as hard as he . can throw , know what we were doing we could put destruction devices 
it. That's what a green fireball looks like." . i . in the test vehicle, or anange the test so that the test ve­
: The speculation about what the green fireballs were ran .- hicles would just plain bum up at a certain point due to 
through the usual spectrum of answers, a neT( type of natural aerodynamic heating. 
phenomenon, a secret U.S. development, 1md psychological-' r They continued, each man injecting his fcl~as. 
ly enlarged meteors. When the possibility of the · green fire- Maybe the green lueballs are test vehicles-10mebody 

• I 

' · 

I • 
J 
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else' . The regular UFO reports might be explained by the 
fact that the manned vehicles were venturing down to with­
in 100,000 or 200,000 feet of the earth, or to the altitude 
at which , atmosphere re-entry begins to get critical. 

I had to go down to the airstrip to get a CARCO Airlines 
plane back to Albuquerque so I didn't have time to ask 
a lot of questions that came into my mind. I did get to · ·1 make one comment. From the ·conversations, I assumed that 

: 1 ' : these people didn't think the green fireballs were any kind 
of a natural phenomena. Not exactly, they said, but so far 

• • • the evidence that said they were a natural phenomenon was 
J ~ . , vastly oqJweighed by the evidence that said they weren't. 
:f ! '. ' . During -the kidney-jolting trip down the valley from Los 

, } ·•. ih Alamos to Albuquerque in one of the CARCO Airlines' Bo­
t_: / nanzas, I decided that I'd stay over an extra day and talk 
:J , •. to Dr. La Paz. 
J j 1 :;, He k1:1ew every detail there was to know about the green 
j . :: ·,-!. fu~balls. He confirmed my findings, that the genuine green 
:j 0'• : :..: fireballs were no longer being seen. He said that he'd re-
' i t · :f. ceived h~dreds of reports, especially after he'd written 
.!, / ) , •· several _articles about the mystenous fireballs, but that all of 

~.) ~;'. ~j ~~ th~ r repor~~.d objects were just greenish~colored, common, 
.), =,; ,~,. everyday meteors. 
- '! • •7•, 

"'-i:'~ 'a\ ·'Dr. La · Paz said that some people, including Dr. Joseph 
:} _;f ~c Kaplan and Dr. Edward Teller, ~ho~ght. that the green fire­
,I '}. '.~.: balls were l\atural meteors. He d1dn t think so, however, for 
l1 . J "tt:· several 'reasons. First the color was so much different. To 
• ;r } illu;trate his point, Dr. La Paz opened his desk drawer and 

;; ·;_ took out a·well-wom chart of the color spectrum. He checked 
; i off two 'shades of green; one a pale, almost yellowish green { 

f · ~ :: and · the other a much more distinct vivid green. He pointed 1 
~ ;~· ;Lfo the bright green and told me that this was the color I 

'" ',, ;; of the green fireballs. He'd taken this chart with him when ' i W -;·. he went out to talk to people who had seen the green fire-
[ :_;' ·: balls and everyone had picked this one color. The pale . 
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· balls was too flat. Dr. La Paz explained ha a mf"tr doem't 
: necessarily have to arch down across the slcy, ib trajectory 

can appear to be flat, but not as Bat as th:\t of the green 
fireballs. Then there was the size. lmo always ,uc~ des-­
criptive words as "terrifying," "as big as the mnon, and 
'blinding" had been used to describe the 6reball<1. Met 
just aren't this big and bright. 

No- Dr. La Paz didn't think that they w e-re meteOTs. 
Dr. La Paz didn't believe that they were meteorite , nth"• 
A meteorite is accompanied by sound and shock waves that 

break windows and stampede cattle. Yet in every c~ of _a 
green fireball sighting the observers reported that they did 
not hear any sound. . 

But the biggest mystery of all was the fact that no particles 
of a green fireball had ever been found . If thf'y were me­
teorites, Dr. La Paz was positive that he would have found 

, one. He'd missed very few times in the cases of known m&­

teorites. He pulled a map out of his file to show me what 
• meant. It was a map that he had used to plot the ~'!Ot where 
. a meteorite had hit the earth. I believe it was in Kansas. :ne 

map had been prepared from information he had _obtamed 
from dozens of people who had seen the meteonte com 
flaming toward the earth. At each spot ';b~ an o?server 
was standing he'd drawn in the observers line of Stght to 
the meteorite. From the dozens of observers he had o~ 
tained dozens of lines of sight. The lines all conve~ed to 
give Dr. La Paz a plot of the meteorite's down~d tr.lJectory. 

• Then he had been able to plot the spot where it had struck 
the earth. He and his crew went to the marked area. pro~ 

: the ground with long steel poles~ and found the meteonte. 
.• This was just one case that he showed me. He h.'ld teCOrd.t 
' of many more similar successful expeditions in his 6le. 

" • • 1 .:l I 
,i: ! , green, he explainea, was the color reported in the cases of . . i 
;;: •. documented green meteo~. . '. l ~ 

Then he showed me some othtt ma~ The plotted linea 
looked identical to the ones on the map fd just seen. Dr. 
La Paz had used the same techniques on these plots and had 
marked an area where he wanted to seatth. He had. searched 
the area many times but he had neWT found anYthmg. 

:½ . Then there . were other points of dis,imilarity between a • • 
·r~ , ; :meteor and · the green fireballs. The trajectory of the fire. 

These were plots of the path bf a green &eball. 

.,• 

. ' :~ .:;~tt.~, 

... 
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When Dr . . La Paz had .finishe , I had one last question, teor, but they were "going faster an ! The ighu 

"What do you think they are?" were "a little bigger than the biggest tar. in a while 
He weighed the question for a few seconds- then he said the Cl's would get binoculars on them bu o 1ldn' ee 

that all he cared to say was that he didn't think that they any more details. The lights just looke i g . 
were a natural phenomenon. He thought that maybe some- From the time of the fi rs t sighting r por s of he h 
day one would hit the earth and the mystery would be lights were being sent to the Air Force thron h rm In elli-
solved. He hoped that ·they were a natural phenomenon. gence channels. The reports were getting o TIC. bu 

After .my talk with Dr. La Paz I can well understand his • green £reball activity was taking top billin ancl 
apparent calmness on the night of September 18,1954, when ments went back to the rmy about their lit }P i h :s. 
the newspap~r reporter called him to find out if he planned cording to an Army G-2 major to whom I • lk <l • 
to investigate this latest green fireball report. He was speak- Pentagon, this silence was taken to mean ha no o , 
ing from experience, not indifference, when he said, "But other than sending in reports, was nece s, ry on h p rt of 
I don't expect tQ find anything." the Army. 

If the green fireballs are back, I hope that Dr. La Paz gets But after about two week of nightly i i 
an a~wer this time. apparent action by the ir Force, the commander of :ie • -
, The story _of the UFO now goes back to -late January 1949, stallation decided to take the initiative and et a H 

.the time when the Air Force was in the midst of the green , , worked out a plan in record time. pecial O pa r 
fireball mystery. In another part of the country another odd be sent out into the ecurity area and thev vo 1 

seri~ of events was taking place. The center of activity was nishecl with sighting equipment. This could e he e 
a;'highly secr~t area that can't be named, and the recipient ment that they normally u ed for fire control. E. ch pa 
of '. the UFO's, which were formations of little lights, was would be sent to a specific location and • 11 et up 

~ ~ e U,S. Army. _ command post. Operating out of the comm, n l . . a 
.. ... The .series , of incidents started when military patrols who points where the sky could be ob erved, oul e h 
were 'protecting the area began to report seeing formations , teams. Each team had sighting equipment t th 
0£ lights .flying through the night sky. At first the lights were elevation and azimuth angle of the UFO. F 
,;eporled every 'three or four nights, but inside of two weeks 

1 
1 1 to be on each team, an instrument m • 

the frequency had stepped up. Before long they were a and a radio operator. All 
nightly occurrence. Some patrols reported that they had special radio 

• seen three or four formations in one night. The· sightings I The 0 
weren't restricted to the men on patrol. One night, just at ' team 
dusk, during retreat, the entire garrison watched a forma• 
tion pass directly over the post parade ground. 

As usual with UFO reports, the descriptio~s of the lights 
varied but the majority of the observers reported a V for­
mation of three lights. As the formation moved through the 
sky, the lights changed in color from a bluish white to orange 
and back to bluish white. This color cycle took 'about 
seconds. The lights usually traveled from ~est to east 
made no sound, They didn't streak across the, sky like 
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balls. He mentioned Dr. La Paz and his opinion that the 
green fireballs might be man-made, and although he res­
pect d La Paz's professional ability, he just wasn't convinced. 
But he did strongly urge me to get in touch with Dr. La 

. Paz and hear his side of the story. 
When I returned to ATIC I spent several days digging 

into our collection of green fireball reports. All of these 
reports covered a period from early December 1948 to late 
1949. As far as Blue Book's files were concerned there 
hadn't been a green fireball report for a year and 'a hall. 

I read over the report on Project Twinkle and the few 
notes we had on the Los Alamos Conference and decided 
that the next time I went to Albuquerque r'd contact Dr. 
La Paz. I did go to Albuquerque several times but my visits 
were always short and I was always in a hurry so I didn't 
get to see him. 

It was six or eight months later before the subject of green 
fireballs came up again. I was eating lunch with . a group 
of p~ople at the AEC's Los Alamos Laboratory when one of 
the group mentioned the mysterious kelly-green balls of fire. 
The strictly unofficial bull-session-type discussion that fol­
lowed took up the entire lunch hour and several hours of the 
afternoon. It was an interesting discussion because these 
people, all scientists and technicians from the lab, had a few 
educated guesses as to what they might be. All of them had 
seen a green fireball, some of them had seen several. 

One of the men, a private pilot, had encountered a 6reball , 
one night while he was flying his Navion north of Santa Fe 
and he had a vivid way of explaining what he'd seen. "'Take 
a soft ball and paint it with some kind of fluorescent paint 
that will glow a bright green in the dark .. I remember his 
saying, "then have someone take the ball ~ut about 100 feet 
in front of you and about 10 feet above you. Have him 
throw the ball right at your face, as hard as he can throw 
it. That's what a green fireball looks like." 

The speculation about what the green fireballs were ran 
through the usual spectrum of answers, a De'«( type of natural 
phenomenon, a secret U.S. development, 1lnd psychologi 
ly enlarged meteors, When the possibility of tho· 

' 
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balls' being associated with interplanetary vehicles ~me up, 
the whole group got serious. They had been domg a lot 
of thinking about this, they said, and they had a theory. 

_ The green fireballs, they theorized,_ could . be so~e type 1 
of unmanned test vehicle that was bemg proJected mto our l 
atmosphere from a "spaceship" hovering several hundred 
miles above the earth. Two years ago I would have been 
amazed to bear a group of reputable scientists make such 
a startling statement. ow, however, I took it as a matt~ of 
course. I'd heard the same type of statement many times 
before from equally qualified groups. . 

. Turn the tables,· they said, suppose that we are gomg 
to try to go to a far planet. There would be three phases 
to the trip: out through the earth's atmosphere, through 
space, and the re-entry into the atmosphere o the planet 
we're planning to land on. The first two phases ,vouJ ad­
mittedly present formidable problems, but the hs phase, the 
re-entry phase, wouJd be the most critical Comin in from 
outer space, the craft wouJd, for all practical purpo:ses, be 
similar to a meteorite except that it would be powered and 
not free-falling. You would have myriad prob ems sociated 
with aerodynamic heating, high aerodynamic loadin , __and 

1 very probably a host of other problems that no one . can 
now conceive of. Certain of these problems could be partially 
solved by laboratory experimen tioD. • 

. place Sight testing. and the 
in our atmosphere wv11a& 

atmosphere. 
would 
planet 
several h 
instrw11e11.a 



,)~·1·:11 r) \· H~~•11,·,. ,, . 'WI 
' I , • • (\1 .1 1 ~u(f > 

FLYING SAUCERS UNCENSqRED ~ f1 f" \ ~ -~ 

February 27, 1954: Two women at 'Hillsboro '.Qre·g,· on ;' . . , I . ,, 
s_ee six strang~ obJ~cts very high in the sky; ·shaped • 
h~e large white ~irds, soundless and moving tt~~it'. 1., 

wmgs. They went m and out of the clouds, ' and ~then .; 
• moved west. In the Middle Ages, and as late as the l\ 

seventeenth century in· Switzerland l they would bave•!·,,t • 
been called "Dracones volantes" (flying dragons). ·. ; ,..L 

• ' l ·, 'I ;: I • 

What follows is concerned with phenomena of myste~i '. 
ous tracks in lonely places, refe~red to elsewhere 1m ,this·,:. 
book: . . . . 1 • • •fk ' , J~ 

• • • , I • ,r ~•;i '~i 
February 5, 1954: Mrs. Weiss and -Mrs. Sanders·1of -t 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, saw in , the , desert{ queer ' : . 
.ro~nd marks one and a half to three feet , wide,'din- .I·• , : 
pnnted a~out _half an inch in the sand, the· edges 1 ·, ' • 

sharp as I! .. made by,. a metal object. The impressions ,. J 
were a s_enes o~ concentric .circles. Some of· the ! tracksi'11( j; 

• h_ad an ~press1on of an "arm" abqve the rim of 
I 
the J.1 

circle, with three talons, or hooks, dug into the sand, ··: . 
~t, the end. ,S~veral miles .away . they saw mysterious ,.,! _' 
hghts, one yellow, one red, winking at irregulari inter~ • \ • 
vats. What these lights were no one knows. (Extracts ' , i 

1 
from local newspapers) . . • , : 1 

1
,if.: , 

1
, \· • 

, I J '\ • "" ! ' <,! . ';. I ' •,, 

Another case of unexplained fissuring of glass in· France ·j 
called "cancer de verres": • . r· t l -· -.. 1, ' f 

l ' • f . lli ., ·i' 
, . • , , .1 i •1n ~' ~--'IH . ... 1 

February 6, 1954: A terrific explosion- startlea 1~ 1-: ! .. 
. H . ~ressler of Houston, Texas. She ru~hed into he; . . I 

drawmg-room and ,found a fish bowl o'n the , ·coffee I,·· 
• table, perforated and the fishes ly~ng on\ the··lcarpe~;· \ •. : •: 

She had had the bowl for a long time, ,and the :room'~ ,.·t 
had always been kept at a constant temperature.' Shei . ' 1 

placed the _bowl in the kitchen but, next morning I . l, · 
found that 1t had shattered itself to fragments ·~Mys- · 
tery unexplained. I~ l , .. ,, 

's·oRAVES 
ane a<ll fallen into • the sea. 

yer crrclid ' the' spof·for' three-;hours, but 
d not come"to the :surface. Half an bout: 
her !pI~ke1 crashed 'into the ocean. Again, t e 

id not{corlie up. · Bird was suddenly- startled to re 
e ' that -the • book 'be was reading was titled,· " 
'own ~Deathl" ' • • • • ·~ • 
arch )3 1954: Enough red snow,· at 129 -.tons 

qu·are ,mlle to cover ' 1·,600- square ' miles, ... fell o 
·noeapolis~ and neighborhood.- Rontgen -ray · devi 

nowed that , the red snow' had adben;.d to dust c 
i{ining\ felspar,J quartz . arid hydroxide o~ i;on. 
here 'on-earth did •this dust-75,000 tons of 1t 

oai?i We· ;know~ no more · than did the Ro 
.Q., 23p;·iwho '1~0 ·:r;ecorded r ed s~~;"; or: the • 
h "' chroniclers✓, m ;Weslern-:• Europe s •rmd 
h'o chronicled simil~ falls.1... •• V , _ - • 

arch ;),4','d 954: Smalt jellyfish sudde~y ap 
stal(,•Lake, ' Ohio. ,.~ eryl seldom are ~ they • 

esh~water.-, The mystery is as· ins'olubt ·· .as 
han~e •of· two -jellyfish; the size of big baseb 

er ~oirential , rain in a garden in A • 
.;1 ._ ·, ·~· ~:;- . .,, ,~ J• .: ~4 "'. : . • '. 
The. ;~ , ~ ysterious • incid~nt • below 

'squieting-aspect •for J hose who·are fo 
on('thefmany-bun • ~ 

es; .tliei:~ ay; be 
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ico arrived along with J, S. Williams,( 1md <;. T. ~1, ;;\ 

Ha~dy, Utah state geologists. They found so~e st~ange ~"". \· , 
things: the crater was too small to h_ave crea~ed t~e ~ , 

• shock wave that had been recorded. Drilling 1to a 
1 

, 

twenty-five foot depth brought up no. meteoric debris. 1 _- ' • 
An artesian well suddenly appeared m the crater, Ip , • l! 
the scattered earth no nickel, iron, or meteoric stone ' , T, 
was found . ,f 

Professor Hardy, using a Geiger counter, found 1 1 
no unusual radiation. Eye-witness~ in the regio"n say t 
they saw a flash, or paroxysm of light at gro~nd- :. 
level which is not the characteristic of meteorites, 1 

' which never flash on impact, as did this phenomenon. I 
Drag electro-magnets sieved the soil, but found no , . 
metal particles. , ;· . • 1 '. 

May 6, 1954: "Curious celestial object seen in Ari- : 1 

zona today. It was low on the southern horizon, and r. 
looked like a nebula, perfectly circular with bright t 
center. Just like a nova after it begins to cool. 1 Got : 
only an evasive answer from La Paz." (Letter to the - , 
author from Mr. Frederick G. Hehr, engineer of -~ I 

Santa Monica, California). · - ' 
May 16, 1954: A strange thing like a white "flying 

1 sausage" hung for three minut.es in the sky. over 
Currumbin, Queensland, Australia. It then vamshed. l 

1 May 21, 1954: The Miller family of Pasadena, ~ali~ f 

fornia, report seeing in the sky at 9 P.M. , a strange . 
thing like a "house on fire." The apparition was noise-­
less and moved fast to the south; stopped, hovered 
and showed a dome and something like I a band on 
its keel. Apparently some American military base put 1 
a searchlight on it. It passed through the beams and 
vanished in the west. The strange object emitted 
blue, amber, red and yellow flashes. Next night the 
same, or a similar object was seen, at 9:30 P.M., 
moving fast and illuminated. It was seen again in 
mid-June. , 
1 (Author's Comment: I have several accounts from 
the Middle Ages to the 18th century of phenomena 
in the sky, like -this "house on fire.") • •1· : 
'lrfay 24, 1954: "Light from an atomic explosion ;~ 
turn fluid in the eye into steam and 'explodo.'1 ~t 
night,. in exceptionally clear air, rabbits, l'1ure{ to 
night , vision, forty-nine miles distant, showed eye o­
juries a fter an explosion." ( U.S. School of:t_Avlal 
Doctors. ) 

Jn!'·EARTH's GRAVEST HOUR· 

·1954• 'did .PO-t' ,fail to enhance Hnat s 
' ' h th t Bi-.... 

1 
~ ystery~ in • the skies,"' and on the e_a~ . a . ,!-1"'-e 
s· "ir on~ :oi~ the most beautiful thlngs ·~ life. , To 
cdvery - below is of. contra-t~rrene matter • m space • .> t 

ay be''recalled that impact with a presumed contra-~T 
ne matter: appearing like 1a fue-ball , on a January mgb 

1952, shattered a • 750~000 gallon _ta .ot :water an 
cked_:twenty_ buildings at Tucuman. ew exico: 

.,, -} )t , .J. .- A•• I 'I 4 ·,.. 

e,-·1954.: Cosmic ray ·expert, Dr:> arcel Schein of 
·cago .'l:Jniversity, ,reports detecti~ of a. new: :par­
le 'whicbk wben striking a proton m the alummrom 
vering of photo-plates, converts matter- into pb 
ns or ligli;t-units of energy, and then re-c~n,rerts tbE: 
ergy•lnto :pairs of electrons, ..,tbe free- owmg. wav 
•negativel particles • of electricity.' H e. 
·tating niy'Yan anti-prot~n, or reversed 

timates "itsA:nergy at 1ten • million billi 
·ctes enter-the--earth1 ldense •atmo pb 

ace\ but usually , vanish before~ reac 
Another ... Chicago University prof 

nold, has developed a scintillation-c 
timesr more~~ sensitive than· the Geige 
tects \ r adioactiye ·carbon-14 by- the : • 

: tion inJ"samples dissolve~ · in - a • flu 
Photo-multiplier tubes 4U'e •used. ~ 
use in•-estimating the approximate 
monuments;- and· has reduced to 
margin rthe· probability of error in 
of :archaeological ·material up . to 

' 54:-~ woman driving · 
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were totally unknown. Were they friendly cientific explorers 
or ~ere th~y an advance party paving the way for an invasion? If 
theu motive were warlike did we s tand any ch · , • ance agams t 
th?s~ who could build craft capable of carryi ng them untold 
mill10ns o! miles? What would happen, say, if their friends 
came looking for them? 

. While Major (~ater Lieutenant olonel) Marcel talked about 
his expenences m the late 1970 , Sheridan Cavi tt has refused 
even to acknowledge that he was there at the ranch with Mar­
cel. However, another Counterintelligence Corps man from 
Roswell, Bill Rickett, has recently spoken out on his experi­
en:es a few days after the start of official involvement: 

IT~e material] was very strong and very light . You could 
bend 1t but couldn 't crease it As far as I know no 
fi • , one ever 

gured ou t what it was made of." 

Rickett escorted Dr. Lincol n LaPaz, famed meteor expert 
from t~e New Mexico Institute of Meteoritics, on a tour of the 
crash site and surrounding area. 

It was LaPaz 's job to try to find out what the speed and traj ectory 
of the thm~ was._ LaPaz was a world-renowned expert on trajec­
t~nes .of obiects m the sky, especia lly meteors, and r was told to 
give him all the help I cou ld . 

At one point L.aPaz interviewed the farmer [Mac Brazel) . I 
remember sometlung commg up during their conversation about . 
this fell~w thinking that some of his animals had acted strangely 
after this thing happened. Dr. LaPaz seemed very interested in 
thi s for some reason . 

LaPaz wanted to fly over the area, and this was arranged. He 
found one other spot where he fe lt th is thing had touched down 
and then taken off again. The sand at this spot had been turned 
into a glasslike substance. We collected a boxful of samples of 
this material-as I recall, there were some metal samples here, 
too, of that same sort of thin foi l stuff. LaPaz sent this box off 
somewhere for study; I don' t know or recall where but I never 
saw it again . This place was some m iles from the o~her one. 

LaPaz was very good at ta lking to people, especially some of 
the local ranch hands who didn ' t speak a lot of English. LaPaz 
spoke Spanish. I remember he fo und a couple of people who had 

seen two- I don ' t know what to ca ll them ; UFOs, I suppose­
anyway, had seen two of these things fly over very slowly _at a 
very low alt itude on a date, in the evening, that he detemuned 
had been a day or two after the other one had blown up. These 
people said something about animals being affected, too .... 

Before he went back to Albuquerque, he told me that he was 
certain that this thing had gotten into trouble, that it had 
touched down for repairs, taken off again, and then exploded. He 
also fe lt certain there were more than one of these devices, and 
that the others had been looking for it-at least that's what he 
said. He was positive the thing had malfunctioned. 

The Air Force's explanation that it was a balloon was totally 
untrue . It was not a balloon. I never did know for sure what its 
purpc:Me was, bu t it wasn 't ours. I remember speculating with 
LaPaz that it might have been some higher civilization checking 
on us. LaPaz wasn 't against the idea, but said he was going to 
leave speculations out of his report. 

Dr. LaPaz, who had been deeply involved in a 1950s study of 
"green fireballs" that had some UFO characteristics, unfor­
tunately died before anyone became aware of his involvement 
in the New Mexico crash episode. His rep_ort is one of the many 
documents the government has been able to conceal from the 
public for more than forty years. 

In general, the government has done a wonderful job of keep­
ing all details of the crashes secret. Few names of military 
people and others who visi ted the sites are known, and those 
who are known have, in most cases, been unwilling to talk. 
With one fascinating exception. In November 1990 Stanton 
Friedman was able to cap months of negotiations by interview­
ing, in person, a man who says in a most believable fashion that 
he was there and he saw. 

F. B. was an Army Air Forces photographer stationed at An­
acostia Naval Air Station, Washington, D.C., when he and fel­
low photographer A. K. were hustled aboard an army B-25 
bomber and flown to Roswell Army Air Field sometime during 
the second week of July 1947. He told Friedman: 

One morning they came in and they said, "Pack up your bags and 
we'll have the cameras there, ready £or you.• We didn't know 

5k,~t;,__ f"~~-H-A•-- ,-;;~->✓ ..,r tC-:,•v... , 
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beyond the earth's atmosphere with any 
of getting back, it is neceeeary to do !er • 
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Pinpointing the eurch locution of a r • of ew 1 , ico's Dr. Pau l Heal epo_rted meteor1le befo re the hun l: -University 
Y, LaPaz, H1chanl George and Dr. Morris Hendrickson . 

i_nce be could walk and talk, has seen just two in 
thght . (Meteors, or shooting stars, which everyone 

es frequently, are not the same as meteorites Th 
former, u~like meteorites, burn themselves u~ be~ 
fore reachmg the earth.) Even when seen meteorites 
often bury themselves in weedfields swa,mps sandy 
deserts a nd ot her i,naccessible place~ where they are 
very hard _to find . Furthermore, nowadays, when the 
od?est obJects are reported in the hea vens, including 
flymg saucers, ~oc~ets, green fireballs, guided mis­
siles a nd planes m d1Stress, it is sometimes difficult to 
know what is a meteorite a nd wha t isn't. Five years 
ago, near Norton, Kansas, LaPaz directed a search 
which resulted in probably the most spectacular re- . 
covery of a meteorite on record , and the oddities, 
ba fflements and triumphs of that search show why a 
meteoriticist 's lot, like a pol iceman's, is not entirely 
" a happy one." 

The Norton meteorite fell on F ebruary 18, 1948, 
at 4:56 P. M. Many people sa w it in fl ight, or heard 
the explosions, or witnessed clouds of dust from its 
disintegration as these slowly filtered down to earth, 
but nobody saw where the ma in mass of the me­
teorite came to earth. N ews of the event was flashed 
at once to the Civil Air Patrol centers, since hardly 
anybody thought of the incident as a meteorite fall. 
One school of thought maintained almost from the 
beginning that it was a · guided missile which the 
RUBBians had sent over to land at the geographic 
cent.er of U1e United States-Norton is near t.here­
m order to let " capitalistic warmongers" know how 
good the Reds were getting with their new weapons. 

Dime- Lore Gadget Fa·om "0uLer Space" 

THIS theory had t,o be looked into seriously be­
cauae o{ eome odd " evidence." State police found 

a farmer forty -eome milee eoutheaat of Norton whose 
circumstantial account of the occurrence was most 
peculiit r. He had l;een out near hia pigpen, he said, 
when lib hurd a atrange sound, and noticed eome­
thi11g hovering right. over hia houae. He ran toward 
i t. 1a11d gut. a vlllry good look. He declared it reeembled 
• four-loot. len"tb of at.ovepipe, with a hemiapherical 
b1dl in front., and a tail that. continually apouted ftre 
whili: it lwv red. Aft.er quit. CS.lay, it 1udd nly 
took off, and alnMMtt. immed ly rd the t 
mendowi .aplo.MIM thal. a tho of 
othen. Dot.a1lu Or U, in rview a. t t 
LaPaz, hbld • atop wa&.ch wh a. 
ey• and •tima e1a 

PHO O I& 

sensible. Doug examined the books on the farmer's 
t~ble. Cor science-fiction tales which might have given 
him. 1d_eas, but found nothing of the sort . 
. Similar spooky "evidence" came from a mechanic 
m a Norton garage. He heard the explosion, be said, 
and ~an outside to see about it. Something dropped 
at h18 feet. He picked it up, and it was hot; it was 
l?ter identified as the metal casing of a pencil flash­
light_. He said that the time between the explosion 
and its fa ll was about righ t for it to have come down 
fro~ the sky. He was perfectly sure that the ex­
pl~s1on was some of Stalin's funny business. How_tt,a 
ob1ect fell as he claimed it did was not satisfact' 
explained until long after meteorites were reco\ITY a 
near Norton. Then a practical joker confessed h1plied 
~eated the thing in a flame and flung it over a l:·?ften 
mg lo fall on Norton's main street. ·out-

The most widely held opinion was that the o0lled 
had been a plane in flames. Now, the business 
spotting the site of an airplane crash is similar tie 
that of finding a fallen meteorite, and some of the 
best help LaPaz gets comes from co-operative CAP 
personnel. About two hours after the happenings at 
N?rton, a phone rang in Albuquerque, some 600 
miles away, and Lt. R . E. Young, of the New Mexico 
wing of the CAP, was giving La Paz the news. 

LaPaz got busy at. once. His ensuing operations 
had some of the precision and some of the uncer­
tain t. y of a first-rate military maneuver. 

CAP officials continued to give invaluable help. 
Over their radio network, at LaPaz's request, they 
asked for and got the names and addresses o{ people 
who had seen the object in the air. Within a few 
hours, LaPaz talked by long distance with five eye­
witnesses at. the airfield at. McCook, Nebraska. AB 
t.he names of other witnesses came in, he gathered 
their evidence in person or by phone. His purpose 
at. this stage was to pinpoint the area of fall by map­
ping the lines of sight to the end point of the fire­
ball's path, as reported by as many different ob­
servers as pouible. Two obaervatione would have 
been enough, provided they were perfectly accur:.tie 
and at different anglea to the fireball'• path. LaPaz 
Ukena the proceaa to finding aecond bue on• bueball 
diamond if the bag were milaing. The fint bueman 
atanda on ftnt and looka down the bue path 
tow rd nd; the third b n d the m 
f cl. W of 1ht Ol'OII ii W 

lf w bu 
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TIIE SATU llDAY EVE I G l'O T 

MR. FIREBALL 

OF ALBUQUERQUE 
( (".., ,., I inuc.l from l'ngc 29) 

One witneRS woe Crete Carter. She 
was only eleven, but Rhe gave one of the 
best e,YewitneM repor ts LoPo7. got. She 
lived m t he Lown of Jennings, Kanene, 
population 232. Sh hod been Laking 
clothes o!T o line d011igned for grownups, 
so she wne stnnding on tiptoe looking 
right up into the sky when the fireholl 
appeared . S he watched it Lill it van­
ish d behind the town's tallest build ­
ing, end she woe able Lo point out ex­
eel ly where she stood and where she 
lost sow the fireball . Her in formation 
woe tronslnted into a line on the mop. 

Others gave comparable information 
for other I ines of sight Lo the end point, 
and t he place where nil such lines 
cro68ed hod to he, barring sighting 
errors, I.he npproxi mnte place of fall. 
LaPaz outlined a n oval fall a ren about 

' eight miles long and four ~ilea wide, 
and it was thought that fragm ents 
might he found over most of t he area, 
with the biggest ones down in the far 
end . 

The theory waR sound , the map wee 
fine , but t he weather was foul. The first 
search party found t he ground covered 
RO deep with Rnow that they were lucky 
to be able to keep t heir car on t he roads 
and did little in the way of searching 
the fields . However , they did interview 
a lot of people, told them the facts and 
asked for their co-operation. 

The second search party went in 
after the weather modera ted, and very 
soon a dramatic thing happened. LaPaz 
was driving every road in the area, 
calling at every house, stopping every 
car, questioning everybody he saw. 
Two men were repairing a fence close 
to the road on the big McKinley 
Ranch, and LaPaz stopped to ask 
them, as he did everybody else, " Did 
you see the fireball?" 

One of the men was Orville Manning, 
a foreman for the McKinleys. " I didn't 
see it,'_' h,~ said, "but my wife and boy 
sure did. 

"Can you tell me what they saw?" 
"They saw the whole thing. They 

were out in the back yard ." 
" Was there any sound ? Did they 

hear anything?" 
"I'll say! My wife said it sounded 

like the air was full of big snakes, hiss-

ing." ill M . h d 'd " Y If Orv e annmg a sa1 , on-
der is the Landmark Tree; the chest 
with the gold is sixty paces due east/' 
LaPaz could hardly have been more ex­
cited. Sounds of that kind, he knew, 
could have been heard only when the 
meteorite was near the end of its 
journey. He made no more stops till he 
was sitting on the edge of a kitchen 
chair in the little frame house occupied 
by the Mannings, and was talking to 
Mrs. Manning and her son, Ralph De­
Wester, who was Orville's stepson. 

During this talk a boy whose horizon 
had always been bounded by Kansas 
wheatfields and Nebraska pastures 
caught fire from the enthusiasm of a 
treasure hunter with celestial horizons. 
Doors were opened to a solar system of 
which he knew nothing, and to worlds 
beyond worlds. He had _seen with his 
own eyes a fireball that came from out 
there, and now be was asked to help 
find it, and was told it was important 
to do eo. Dreaming of these wonders, 
he saddled hie pony and rode thought• 
fully, eyes to the ground, acrotl8 the big 
McKinley fields. 

LaPaz had heavy teaching aaign­
menl.a 11t that time, and had to get back 

to Albuquerque. He stuck around till 
dark in order to waste as few daylight 
hours as possible from a search soon 
rewarded hy several discoveries of 
orange-sized fragmen ts of the meteor­
ite, made chiefly on Bill Tansill 'e farm . 
Then, a-fter air-expressing the first maBB 
discovered Lo the Institute for Nuclear 
Studies at the Univeniity of ChicAgo, 
h Look o!T for an All -night drive home. 
The distftnce was 607 miles. He arrived 
end hea rd t he phone ring. It was a 
long-disuince ca ll Crom the ranch own­
er's wife, Mrs. Haskell McKinley. 

" What do you think that boy has 
found !" she exclaimed . 

LnPa7. listened . W ithout a shave or 
n chnnge, he turned the cor around and 
started back. 

He found that Rolph DeWester, 
searching over ground already combed 
by the institute party afoot, had been 
able from hie pony-hack angle of vision 
Lo spot a grnSB-fr inged hole miM0d by 
others. It could have heen a gopher 
hole. Ralph didn't thi nk so. He dis­
mounted and probed, and felt a solid 
maRB where no rock would ordinarily 
be. He told Mrs. M cKinley, and to­
gether t hey dug it up. It proved Lo be a 
great stone that was still wrapped in 
the buffalo graBI! it had gathered 
around it as it hit. It was the wanted 
treasure, an immense piece of the rarest 
of all celestia l gems, an achondrite. 

Ralph 's find scaled in at 131 pounds. 
At the time - M ay I, 1948-it was the 
largest meteorite of itR kind ever found. 
The fourteen-year-old boy had done 
something that hardly anyone else has 
ever done: seen a meteorite foll , then 
recovered it. His share of the purchase 
price was suffi cient to take the Man­
ning family to California, where, Lo 
the dismay of the McKinleys, who 
hated to lose Orville , they stayed . 

RaJph 's find was dwarfed, but his 
glory was not diminished , by another 
discovery, made in August. 0. E . Gill, 
on and near whose farm institute 
parties had sought for t he main mass of 
the meteori te in April, was driving a 
tractor across a field overgrown with 
weeds and stubble when the heavy 
machine started to capsize in to a six­
foot crater that hadn't been there the 
last time the field was worked. Recall­
ing bow LaPaz had insisted that the 
biggest chunk of the meteorite had 
landed thereabouts, Gill and his neigh­
bors probed into the shattered ground 
and located the biggest mass of celestial 
treasure ever seen to fall Crom heaven. 
With the help of University of Ne­
braska scientists, LaPaz excavated this 
giant mass from a depth of more than 
ten feet and trucked it triumphantly 
back to the Universi ty of New Mexico. 
Calculations based on the volume and 
density of the aerolite showed that it 
weighed approximately 2360 pounds, 
more than twenty times as much ea 
any stony meteorite of the same type 
previously known. Conclusions as to 
the effect of ~osmic rays on this meteor­
ite, if any, have not been announced. 

Not all of LaPaz's important meteor­
itic work resuHs from personal hunts. 
He has spent much time studying 
meteorite craters. There are about a 
dozen of these, of proved meteoritic 
origin, the largest being the Barringer 
Crater near Canyon Diablo, Arizona; 
and the most interesting from several 
points of view, according to LaPaz, be­
ing the Podkamennaya Tunguska 
Craters in Siberia. In connection with 
the latter, LaPaz has a theory which 
should ~ive proept!ctive space travelers 
eomethmg to think about. 

Meteorite crate• result from the im­
pact or very large meteorites. Asteroidal 
mall888 of such size are known to he fly-
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ing around in space. They a re so hi 
that when they get modernl I l g 

I 

:HAINS 

the earth, lhey can lie e y ~ oee lo 
scopes An IL r eeen 1n Lele-

• n ian netronornor snw LI 
first one on New Year' D le 
eince then h d d s ny,1801,nnd 
I• un re s more hn ve been 

c iecovered; e liel in 1940 
- \ 1 cnlnlogues severn l \Ousnnd nnd I d I h • iun rec e more 

ave heen round s ince Tl 
enough or ~hem, LaPnz s~ye, l~o::n;(i~ 
Lule n cone1derolile ce\eelinl trnmc hnz­
nr~, Rnrl meteor crnl er11 nren'L lhe on) 
evidence or _croehes or nenr-crn11hee ;r 
Lhese nnd s11n1lnr 11iznhle objecltl with 
lhe nrlh. On Ocloher 28 11'37 

I 'd • ., , on os ero1 now nnmed H ermes 
sighted by 8 wn11 

. . ermnn nslronomer. AL 
lhnt lime 1l wa11 1 500 000 'l f 
I • , m 1 es rorn 

t 1e enrlh, nnd oming fllt1l Tw . 
1 I • . " • o n1g 1Ls 

nl r 1t wns rl1slnnl only '185 l)()0 .
1 H ·1. l d k ' in1 es. 

I \R epl coming- but it didn't! 
slronomers estin1ale lhnt Her . 

al t -1 mes 1s 1'?u 8 mi e in diameter nncl muy 
weigh three billion tone or more. LaPaz 
llunks that any body or that size etrik­
mg the earth al high velocity as a 
smal~er one did long ego to ro;m lhe 
Barringer Meteorite CrRLer, would 
co use e_arth11uakes, Lida) waves nn<l the 
<l1ssem1nel1on of poisonous vapors in 
our atmosphere on Rn incredibly cle­
><trucl1ve scnlc . . He est imnles the 
chan~es of such a colossal collision in 
our tunes al zero- plus II litl le. 

Now, although lhe Siberian craters 
were formed in the present century, in 

* * * * * * * * •• * 
There arc 11111ny 1·casons why 

wo111cn ,h·<;8s ns I hey do-and ncal'ly 
C\'cry one 1s a 111011. 

-F. C . 1,1-:H NAN. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
in many ways they are much more of n 

,, myste ry lhan lhe single crater near .,er Canyon Diablo. Experts from the Rus­
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sian Academy of Sciences gathered an 
immense amount of eyewitness infor­
mation on the spot, and then searched 
long but futilely for meteorites in Lhe 
area cratered by lhe meteorite fall. 
LaPaz, who collaborated in the prepa­
ration of translations of and critical 
commentaries on the most important 
Hussian publications concerning the 
Siberian meteorite fall, has proposed a 
starlling lheory lo explain the absence 
of meteorites al Lhe certainly meteoritic 
Siberian craters. 

The Russian meteorite fell on June 
30, 1908, al about 8:00 in lhe morning. 
I l was specl.acular and terrifying. Seis­
mographs 3000 miles away recorded 
the resulting earth tremors. At a dis­
tance of about forty miles, e peasant, 
S . B . Semenov , was thrown seven feet 
off hia front porch. Y egor Vlassov, 
washing wool on a river bank, was 
lumhled into lhe waler. E verybody 
close by had some starlling experience. 
Terrific destruction was done a l lhe 
point of impact. Vasily Ilyil~h owned 
some 1500 reindeer which ranged in the 
foret1l where the meteorite fell. He 
found e few charred carcasses after­
ward, hut no living reindeer ; and the 
LrecB over a v1u1l area were blown down 
and charred. Nol one but many craters 
were formed. However-end thia is the 
prime mystery-no meteorites et all 
have been found in end around these 
many craters. Al lhe Barringer Crater 
thou.sands of meteoritic fregment.s have 
been picked up, and, in the opinion of 
certain expert.s, boring11 there indicate 
that the main ma.u lies buried 110me 
hundreds of feet down. How, then , 
explain the lack o( met.eorit.es either on 
the s urface or underground at the 

Siberinn _eile? LaPoz has proposed an 
cx pl onn l1on based on o lheory of " -
versed mnller" pul forword hy l:eo 
famotu1 nuclcnr phy11ic i11Ls, Ccori-:c C11-
mo~ nnd P . A. M . Dirnc. 'rhu n1unl of 
lh~1r lheory cnn he explained in lwo 
CJU1ck 11enlenccs, hut. lho implicnlione 
have to he irnnginod . 

An_ 1_1tom o r ordinnry enrlh moll.or, 
phye1c1sls ?elievo, consi11Le of o control 
nucl~us with pion Lary electrons r0-
volv1~~ nround it, lhe nuc) •ue cn rrying 
o pos1L1vo chnrge of elec tricity und ench 
electron n no11nLive charge C l . 
ll . D • er n,n 

1eorel1cnl considerations led Dirac 
a_nd Gamow lo dream up another "in­
s 1cle-o_ul " kind of mall.er in which the 
electric c!1arges ore reversed so lhal lhe 
n_ucleus Ill negnlively charged nnd is 
c1r,c)e~l hy pos itively chnrged electrons. 

l lus s trange kind of mall.er hns been 
called contralerrene lo dis lingui11h it 
from lerrene, or earth ma ll.er. If chunkt1 
of contraterrene and l errene melter 
were lo collide, complete nnnihilation 
of lhe smaller mass would ensue and 
the huge amou!"L or energy released 
would blow things t1ky-high. LaPaz 
long a~o s uggested l hat the Siberian 
meteorite was composed of conlra­
lerren~ nrnlerial and lhal, for exam ple, 
Yns1ly s 1500 reindeer and the 80 000 . 
000 pine a nd larch trees blown do~n i~ 
the area of fa_ll were charred by Lhe in­
tense_ racl1at1on released during the 
annilulat.1011 of lhis inside-out meteorite 

As evidence lhal the Siberian fa ll i~ 
not lhe only one wherein conlra lerrene 
m~leoriles have hit the earth, LaPaz 
P<?mts out that several other meleor-
1L1cal mysteries are satiafaclorily solved 
by assuming that chunks of "reversed 
matter" have from time to Lime tum­
bled out of our skies. There is, for ex­
ample_, the puzzle of the beautiful gem­
like Libyan Desert s ilica glass found in 
an area a pparenLly quite devoid of 
meleoriles. G lassy melts of siliceous 
materials have been found not only al 
genume meteorite craters like those al 
Hanbury in Central Australia and at 
Wabra, Arabia, but also at Lhe Trinily­
A-bomb site near Alamagordo, New 
Mexico, where lhe atomic age was 
ushered in at dawn on July 16, 1945. 
Evidenlly radiation from at.om-bomb 
blasts is just as competent to produce 
silica glasses as lhe terrific heat gen­
erated by the high-speed impact of big 
meteorites. 

This heing so, Lhe heat energy re­
leased during lhe annihilation of a con­
tralerrene meteorite that chanced to 
fall in the Libyan sand dunes would 
sheathe these dunes, like the floor of 
lhe T rinity A-bomb Crater, with silica 
glass, yel leave no recoverable meteor­
ite fragments. 

Are there likely to be many masses of 
contraterrene malt.er flying about in 
space in addition to everything ele.e? 
LaPez thinks there may be enough to 
be worth worrying a bout. He h,1s 
proved malhemeticelly that some me­
teorites which strike the earth come, 
not from our own solar system, which 
should all be made up of terrene mat­
ter, but from outer space; end il is 
possible, he suggests, that, taking the 
universe es e whole, "reversed melter" 
is just es common there es our familiar 
terrene matter ia here. 

A person doesn't have to be e spe• 
cialist to hunt for meteorites or con­
tribute to the science. LaPez hopes 
that a lot of people will lake il up. He 
points out that a good many people 
already have the happy habit or saving 
"funny rocks" they come across. In 
their collections a meteorite turns up 
now · and then. He was huntinK a 
meteorite recently seen to fall in North· 
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. TlJ E ::. \Tl, l<U.\\ E\ .E.'\IJ\<.; l'O T 
otioued from l'a/!C J 15) 
ew Mexico, when be inter­

farm wife who all her life had 
stones that caught her eye. 

• ed the ones she bad col­
found two meteorites from 
When he led the O.S.U. 

expedition in 1939 into the 

for them afterward, LaPaz says, their 
observations can be valuable. Peter 
Hurd, the artist, was driving home to 
his Sentinel Ranch, at San Patricio, 
New Mexico, early in the afternoon on 
March 6, 1951, and saw a Jrughty fire­
ball. He watched it fall, then rushed 
off an air-mail letter about it to the In­
stitute of Meteoritics. In replying, 
LaPaz told him that perhaps never be­
fore had an artist such as he seen a 

eteorite Crater area in Texas, 
-that cattlemen for years had 

iron meteorites that pro­
ve the ground surface to 
horseshoe nails on, without 
least idea or concern what 
range anvils were. 

and outdoorsmen, LaPaz 
a fine chance to find meteor­

·Dodson used to own a rather 

meteorite fall, and couldn't he record 
permanently what be had seen. H urd 
immediately made a colored sketch of 
it and gave it to the institute. The 
fidelity with which the artist repro­
duced every color detail as his trained 
eye saw it made his contribution scien­
tifically important . near Ardmore, Oklahoma. 

. be crossed a certain eroding 
e was drawn to an odd black 
showed its nose above the 

was completely different 
"ght buff sandstone which 

mmon rock. Dodson worried 
piece and found that it was 
me kind. Thinking it might 

. outcrop, be asked many 
• ut it, but for twenty-two 

information. He sold his 
e Government, and with 
it went to make up Lake 
te Park. Dodson took a 

t summer the Tucker 
um in the park employed a 
, Allen Graffham, formerly 

ity of Nebraska, who had 

Airplane pilots have a particularly 
good chance to see fireballs, and are 
trained observers. Many of them radio 
immediate news of anything they see 
to the control tower in Albuquerque, 
and to the CAA traffic-control tower 
at Kirtland Field, asking that LaPaz 
be told. 

Two, state highway policemen, on 
patrol late at night some 200 miles east 
of Albuquerque, saw a fireball . They 
radioed their headquarters in Santa Fe, 
and officers there radioed the Albuquer­
que office, and the latter notified La­
Paz. The time was 1 :00 A.M. He got 
news of that fireball five minutes after 
it fell. 

Occasionally an amateur gets the "Modernfold" Magic ut the value of meteorites 
ped the institute dig up the 

rite. Dodson showed him 
k. Graffham felt sure it 

rite and notified LaPaz. 

bug and goes for meteorites in a big 
way. When the Ardmore meteorite was 
being dug up, Joe Durham, of Okeene, 
Oklahoma, became intensely inter­
ested. He has since turned himself into 

puts extra rooms at your finger tips 
cteristic speed, Brother 

le off at once and drove all 
·ne the find. It turned out 
rite, all right; moreover, 

be the biggest of its par­
ever found, the largest of 
Jeces recovered weigrung 

unds. Unlike t he Norton 
came down wh en m en 

• in caves. 
1lave a m illion chances to 

fall, against t he meteor­
d even if they don 't hunt 

a one-man army to get fireball facts. 
As a radio ham, he has contacts by air 
with many people, and when a fireball 
of any kind is seen in his part of the 
world, he asks his brother hams for 
any information they may have, and 
relay s it to t he institute and LaPaz. 

It is not easy for an amateur to iden­
tify a meteorite with certainty. There 
are a few helpful t ests. It is likely to be 
heavy. It may show metallic streaks or 
specks on a polished surface. A magnet 
may attract it. The surface may look 

Your dining room doubles as a midy or TV 
room when you cao call on the magic of 
"Modernfold" doors. These graceful fol d i n g 
doors build rooms quickly, silentl y, a t the 
pressure of your finger rips. Yer th e y ca n 
easily be installed in your home-without 
costly, messy remodeling. 

No other folding door can match the qua). 
ity materials and the manufacturing experi­
ence thar go into the making of "Modern­
fold," the origi1111I folding door. Check the 
extra s1eel in "Modernfold's" sturdy frame, 
the double hinge plates, both top 1111d b01-
1om, that insure smooth opentioa-a)"·ays. 
Examine the CO\"ering-finesc btainable 
\'inyJ.fabric-that ashe 
looking with just soa 
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1 you look this 
oungat~l? 
Thi• le Jn•~rh l••kowlt1: u he loolt, todRy , 

11 • L:iJ 
'. ·,--·-;- . 

· ·•· · ···,ri· 11e if AOmebody h11d preMed hiA finger 
tipt1 into it while it wee ROft. But these 
(.()8l8 nre not con clusive, and LaP111: hM 
mncle fl 11l.11nrling o ffor to m11ke chemical 
nnrl mir:ro11copic tNtl" on nny 111.one eent 
prnpnirl to I.he in11 I il.ute. If it ie a 
mnl-"'>rite, he mnkee nn offer to huy it. 
'J11n going price for n long time wru, 
n dollnr n pounrl . Jnfln tion hm1 upped 
thnl. l.o nrounrl two to flv rlollnr11 n 
pound, rlcpilnrfinl{ on I.he nnture nnrl 
conrlil.ion of the 11pecimen, hut the 
vn lue o f fl m e f.eorit.e 111 m011tly ecientiflc, 
not monetnry. 

Are met.eorit,011 dnngerou11 when they 
fnll 7 or courllC, H they hit you . But 
L11fnz hn11 11hown mnthe mnticnlly how 
11mnll i11 I.he chnnce of n rlirect hit on 
humnn heingR. He e11tim11ted t.hnt the 
nveroge perwn pre11ent.11 l.o infnll ing 
meteorites a tnrget area of approxi­
mately two 11nrl three qu11rtere RqUArl! 

feet. Multiplying t.hi11 hy the enrfh'11 
lol.111 populntion n,,, enumernl~•tl or pre­
dicted for the per iod from J 700 t..o 2000 
A. D. , he found 11n nverage hum11n tnrget 
nren for I he enl ire world of nhout I :J9 

, s;qunre miles - leAA t.h11n half I.he are11 
' n( New York City. J...11 Paz then founrl 
there iR about n fifl.y -fi fl.y chance th11f. 
during theRe f hree rrnt.uries one person 
will "et conkerl. So for the meteorites 
have failed to score a hull's eye. 

LaPaz's most dangerous " meteorite" 
came to him by parcel poRt from Dal­
hart, Texas, with $1.43 postage rlue on 
it. The package was very small, hut 

N R. LAS•ownz , "" 04UG •HE R ANO HER CN<lOR[N weighed thirty-three pounrls, and the . . 
doctors told -him, "Quit or else!" ~ -

1stead, he invented the luxurious, super-relaxing 

J 
fm)1 

~ 001( 
and found Release from Nervous Tension I 

The mor.11 : do likewise. You won 't have to invent it 
... but discover for yourself how twenty minutes a clay 
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freshes you more I han l wo hours of sleep. Unbeliev­
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to rest rtlmaJ a5 never before! Or-phone your dealer 
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From $140.00-convcnicnt terms. 
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Only chairs hc:uinM thic Tr.i<lcmark :,re r,roducu of 

CONTOUR cl»i1-LOUNGE Co., l11c., St. Lo11i , 

Vi,it dealer nearest you for demonstration 

PA .. Conlou• Ch1il-loun1e Co 
on SI 
I, Contour Choir Shop, 28ZO N1l11 SI. 
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MILWAUKEE, Contour Ch1lr Comp1ny, 723 N. Milw1ukee 
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NlW YORK. Contour Ch1lro, Inc., 34 W. 16th SI. 
NEW YORK, Contour Ch1i11, Inc., 411 flllh Ave. 
OCCANSID(, CAL., Conlour Chair Shop, 1025 S. HIii SI. 

peculia r ohject inRirle, when memrnreci 
for Rpecific gravity, appeared unbe­
lievably dense. LaPaz made I.he mis­
take of repeatedly hamme ring away at 
the object, in order lo get piec81' for 
tests, and he was ill for t.hree months 
afterward, his segmented white-blood­
corpuscle count. going down alarmingly 
to less than half the normal number. 111e 
Geiger counter eventually lold what the 
object was, and the FBI came on the 
run. Security stepped in to quiet specu­
lation, but t he facts in the case made it 
look as if a piece of uranium had been 
filched from the AEC and cached in 
Dalhart, perhaps for later delivery to 
some foreign purchaser . It was lost 
sight of until some boys playing jump­
out-of-the-tree stubbed their toes on it. 
The editor of the Dalhart Tex11n, who 
had met LaPaz during a Texas fi reball 
hunt, heard that t he object showered 
fancy sparks, and thought it might be a 
meteorite; so he sent. it. t.o the instit u te. 
Since t.hen, no package is opened there 
until tested with a G e iger count.er. 

One difficulty a met.eori t icist. en­
counters nowadays is t.he great number 
of n ew fireball -like things seen in the 
skies t h at n ever were there before. 
About flying saucers, LaPaz has noth­
ing nt nil to sny; he often get.a reports, 
but passes them on to those authorized 
to investigate. " Green fireballs" are 
different. Their yellow-green color, he 
says, is quite unlike the blue-green of 
magnesium-rich stony meteorites, and ,1ou, (h11ri Co ol Ch1t110, 73 E htkson 
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his time recently, and he doubts that 
they originate out.side the cnrt.h. He 
rather thinks they ere some form or 
guided miBBile undergoing test; and be­
cause nothing ia found nt t.ho point. 
where t hey d iAAppeRr, he suspects they 
carry huilt.-in m eans or i;cU-deRtruc­
t ion. A schoolteacher in Mncon, Geor­
g ia, Rwnre or t.h i11 peculinrit.y, 11ent him 
some black carbonnceou11 a11hee which 
ebe found myel.eriously on her rront 
walk, and wondered i( t hey were the 
remains of a green fireball. They were 
almoet ae much o( a myal.ery to LaPaz, 
until Mrs.' LnPnz identified them ns 
·crumbs of burned toast. 

lay 1', 

Born in W ichita, Kan8118, in 
LaPez alm08t at once turned 
chance to enter his father's 
bw,in888 in favor o f his life 
gT1indf11ther , George Strode, 
interest in the skies when he 
cnrry him around in his arms to 
at clouds, atan, and other hea 
jecl.8. His mother, who had • 
l.rull.efl 11nd 110me trnining in 
told him ell th11t she knew. In 
when he wa11 only seven, aome 
firellAII plUllled over Wichits, and 
coin tolrl hi11 motheT he wanted 
right out and hunt for it. She 
precerlent by dUICOurnging the id~ 
hy the lime he w911 nineteen he 
going full tilt and had 11roiled a 
alarm clock to make a device • 
cnlled a meteor-durimet.er lh11l,.,.,, 
n quick euccet111ion of heall! pick~ 
earphone,, et hi11 meteor-obflervinc 
tion on top of the house. The 
wa11 lo time the 11mall part of a 
falling ator wa11 vil!ihle. 

LaPaz spent endl- hourw 
oh@erva tione, and in 1916 pu 
fin<t scientific paper on the d 
in Popular Alitronomy, which w 
the hihle of meteoriticillt.a. 
seven years and dozens or 
papers later, LaPaz picked up the 
lishing ball himself and helped 
at the Univeniity of New 
Meteoritics, the new official • 
the Meteoritical Society, 

********* 
,\ man rnn toke just so 

l,arl. talk from his wife- then 
,lo""" ·1 h cnr II I hinj?. 

- \ NTIIONY J . l'ETrrTO. 

********* 
jointly with Dr. Frederick C. 
of U .C . L.A . 

LaPaz helped to put himself 
Fairmont College, in Wichita, by ~ 
ing in high school while still a 
freshman, and by working summen. 
an instrument man on oil-field Sll"'J 
He went on aft.er grarluation lo C 
Universities of Harvard and ChiClj 
collecting advanced degrees and­
National Research Council Fellori 
in m11themat.ics, then taught al 0. 
mouth, Chicago and Ohio State. In It 
he was granted leave from O.S.U. 
accept an OSRD appointment at Nt 
Mexico Proving Ground, where 
worked, among other things, on 
ballistics of the proximity-fused st. 
Later during the war he became tee 
niCRI d irector of the OperationR Anal 
sis Section at the headquarters off 
2nrl Air Force. In 1945, sold on lhedt 
skies of the arid Sout.hwest ns 11n a 
region in which to observe meleors11 
hunt for meteorites, he resigned I 
professorship at Ohio St.ate and bea, 
head of the deparl menl or methemab 
end astronomy and d irector of the I 
stitul.e or Meteoritics at the Univeni 
or New Mexico. 

What rewards does the life ol 
meleorit.icist hold out for n young 111 

in search or a career? That, LAP 
aay11, depends on t he young man's de 
n ition or rewerd11. If it's mainly mon 
he wan ta, he might do helter el11ewhe 
Ir it.'11 t.he thrill of scitmt.ilic explo111li 
nt. a t.ime when new discoveries 1 
coming thick and £n11t in a rapidly I 
veloping field, I.he science m ighl 
just his meat.. 

And i(, perhaps, it's a seat on 
first apace-ship trip to the moon U 
he want.a-well, they'll surely bea 
to uee .a 11nart meteorit.iciet, we 
they? Tilt: 1 
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THREE HOURS THATSHOOKT 
HE PRESS 

y J im H Sh 
• and ra & William L M . oore 

copyrigllt 1990, JHS/WLM 

T 
h afternoon of July 8, 1947 
started out to be not much di fC had 
than any other. Not bori n for erent 
reporterfo_rthe Fort Wort~ Sta~~I~t~ 
gaun, but Just ano ther day. Llttle ct f 
J. Bond Jo rnson real ize that a ph t ct 

assignment h was about to be handed wo~I~ 
resurfac and be th center of con troversy 
overfort yearslater. • 

He" as worki_ng the afteri:ioon ~hift from I to 8. 
H was a morning pap~r. ~1th pn ncipaJ editions 
going to press at m1d111gh t and 2am and an 
early editio-!1 known as "th e bulldog" ~ hi ch hit 
the streets Just be_fore 9pm. Bond, a r ecently 
discharged cadet 111 the Arm y A ir Corps was 
the kind of repo~er wh? al~ays kept a camera 
in the trunk of h is car Just m case it might be 
needed. He was p roud of his recently pur­
chased, new 4x5 Speedgraphic. 

The city editor saw Johnson around 4 O 'clock 
in the afternoon as n ear as he can r ecall. Think­
ing back over forty years trying to ret r ace your 
steps is not an easy task. However there were 
certain events that were to unfold that would 
leave an indelible impression on him. Working 
with the key elem ents that Bond is absolute ly 
unequivocal on, a reconstruction of the events 
of the assignment the city editor gave him is 
both possible and significant. 

The city editor asked i f Bond had h is camera 
with him. When he answered in the affirma­
tive, he was th en told to h urry out to General 
Ramey's office. The editor said that the wire 
services had a breaking stor y about those flyi ng 
discs that had been seen in almost every state 
in the union . It seemed the Army had recov­
ered a cr ashed disc in New Mexico and it was 
now over at Ramey's office. When Bond related 
this story to the authors through four inter­
views sp anning several months he proved to be 
an excellent witn ess. If he had been crystal 
clear on all the n atty details of forty years ago 
he would have been somewhat suspect. But 
a~y young r eporter in the post war era who ~as 
given an assignm ent to go to the commandmg 
general 's office at Eighth Army Air Forces Head­
quarters, Fort Worth Army Air Field, wouldn't 
be lik ely to ever forget it. Nor would he be 
likely to ever forget what happened next. 

All Rights Reserved 

rJr?i~:~~~16~ go to the bac,e Public Information 
othe , and be directed to a hangar or 
era!'~ ;fi~~o view something --- but to a gen-

When he _entered the general's office . he was 
fileatffbyCBr

1 
ig. Gen . Roger Ram~y and his Chiefof 

: o . Thomas Dubose. There was no one 
else 1fi: the relatively large office. On the floor in 
the middle of the room where the conference 
tab le _had stood was a bunch of rather unim­
pressive debris. What struck Bond immedi­
ately was an acrid odor, something like burned 
rubber, only there was no evidence of rubber in 
the room. Lying on the carpet. partially on a 
l~ng sheet of brown wrapping paper, were two 
km~s of debris. The larger quantity consisted 
of pieces of a gray foil-like material and what 
appear ed to be sticks. The other material was a 
pile of black chunks no bigger than a fist . These 
chunks would best be described as looking like 
hard p lastic today, but at the time Bond had 
never seen anything quite like it. 

Again, it is the th ings that are out of the orcti­
nar y that stick in one's mind. Bond couldn't 
imagine why a general would want this junk on 
h is car pet. Bond touched the foil-li k e material 
and discovered that it was very light , but rigid , 
not like anything he was familiar with . He 
asked the gener al what i t was and Ram ey an­
swered something to the effect t hat he d idn't 
know what in hell it was. 

But Bond's ob jective was to get a p icture and 
get it back to the paper as quickly as he could . 
H is problem was there wasn 't much of a photo 
opportunity. He asked Gen. Ramey to kneel 
down on the other side of the debris, whi ch he 
did, and propped up a piece of the foil-like 
material. He took t hat pictur e. He then asked 
Col. Dubose to join the general in the shot . 
Dubose sat in the chair closest to the general 
and held the propped-up piece. It is clear from 
the picture that they both smiled that self­
conscious kind of a smile that th is was an im­
portant picture and that they were somehow 
more important for being in it. 

That was all the film Bond had with him and 
there didn't seem to be anything else he could 
do with the scene anyway. While hurrying back 
to the newspa12_er. another thing struck him as 
odd- why was Ramey in full uniform with jacket 
and hat on in his office? Dubose had an open 
collar, no jacket and no hat, standard for being 
tn an office. 

It took about 20 minutes to get over to Brig. 
Gen. Roger Ramey's office. Since Bond rou­
tinely covered the base for the pafer, and was 
an officer in the Civil Air Patro which held 
weekly acttvtttes there, he needed only to shor 
hJs press p ass and head over to the general s 
9fflce. What did strike him as peculiar was the 
,act that h e was to go to a general's office to 
view a crashed disc. It would be standard 

Johnson arrived back at t he paper sometime 
after 5 O'clock; a fact he ls sure of because he 
recalls that the day shift had already left. There 
was a major flurry of activity at the paper. Two 
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weather balloon. He was briefed. then met the 
reporters that were there with a torn balloon 
that was handed to him. It's important to note 
that he was not called in to examine debris to 
determine if he knew what it was; he was told 
up front what to say, and he was also ordered 
not to answer any questions. What he identi­
fied was handed to him, it was not what was on 
Ramey's floor. But at what point did this occur? 
He stated that he was alone on his shift when he 
received word that the general had personally 
ordered him to leave his post. That would put 
him on the second shift and place the time after 
6 O'clock- three hours from the time the first 
story hit the wires. But Newton wasn 't the first 
to tell the press the weather balloon story. 

According to the Dallas Morn in~ News . July 9, 
Maj . E.M. Kirton. Intelligencefficer at Fort 
Worth Army Air Field, gave the whole weather 
balloon/radar device story to their reporter at 
5:30pm. The article ends by quoting Newton 
from a later AP dispatch. Maj . Kirton was also 
the one interfacingwith the F.B.I. 

If the intelligence officer could ident ify the 
debris why did Newton have to be ordered 
over? Something happened to cause the mili­
tary to do an about face . The Washington Post 
even reports a temporary news blackout was 
clamped on Roswell. Why? If the material had 
been shifted to Fort Worth. what difference di it 
make what Roswell was saying? For three 
hours the press was having a field day monitor­
ing the goings-on between New Mexico and 
Texas and Washington. It would have been 
interesting to have seen all the wire traffic as 
the story was constantly updated. By choosing 
a lowly warrant officer to front the cover story 
for the wire services, it would help in playing 
down the story. Newton and his story were 
nowhere around when Bond Johnson took his 
pictures . 

Sitting in Johnson's living room going over the 
photographs and several clippings he has, a 
number of facts emerged. There were at least 
six pictures taken ofindividual~ with the de_bris 
in Ramey's office. The first thmg that strikes 
you is that the material is unimpressive . In fact, 
until you look at full 8x 1 o blow-ups of some of 
the negatives with a magnifying glass, you do~·t 
realize that the material on the floor holds its 
shape. This gives credence to the statements 
that the pieces, unlike tin foil. were stiff. This 
was said by every individual who handled the 
material. including Johnson. The material in 
the photograph is not highly reflective, and 
every person who handled it described it as 
gray, or "like a lead foil." No one described it as 
highly reflective. Yet every description of the 
target device it was supposed to be character­
izes such devices as "silvery" and highly reflec­
tive. 

Continued examination of the photographs, 
even those that we only had from newspaper 
photocopies, reveals that all six photos were 
taken in the same room with the same debris. 
It is actually possible to match up certain com­
mon shapes in each photo. But if Bond had 
been there before the cover story set in, and if, 
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a~ has been suggested. an actual weather de­
vice was br~ught in to replace it, then why 
would the pictures that were obviously taken 
after Bond_ show the same debris? Curiously 
enougI: , this fact supports Bond's story. Bond 
too½- his two pictures and left. The AP was so 
anx10us to get these pictures that they set up a 
portable wire machine, from Dallas- not an 
effort they would likely go to for a weather 
balloon. The pictures hit the wire . Then the 
C(_)ver story sets in. But they can't retrieve the 
pictures ._ The only advantage they have is that 
t~e deb~is looks ordinary. So, they allow addi ­
tional pictures to be taken by the now growing 
press contingent on the base . 

But it is clear that others we re not accorded the 
same access that Bond was. In his interview 
with Moore (The Ros we II Incident> Maj . Mar­
cel maintained that the debris in the two pho­
tos with him is the r eal stuff. But . he states that 
the reporter that took them was allowed in the 
room only far enough to take the pictures . He 
was not allowed to touch the stuff, and he was 
then taken out of the room. Marcel, for his part, 
was not allowed to talkto the reporters , and 
was ultimately ordered back to Roswell . A 
second picture of Ramey and Dubose was taken 
and this time they weren't smiling. They looked 
very grim. This last photo. along with one of 
Newton. were taken by a United Press photog­
rapher. Marcel maintained that the more im­
pressive debris remained on the plane under 
guard , ready to go on to Wright Field . He did 
not get to accompany it . 

There exists a fascianting contrast in the AP 
story carried in the Los An~eles Times of July 
9, 1947. There is Newtons weather balloon 
story, with the 100 gram balloon, and a little 
further on the fact that the device was scat­
tered over a square mile of the ranch . Every 
witness to the scene of recovery described the 
debris as covering a very large area. That 
debris was not the device that Newton de­
scribed to the press. Having been ordered 
away from his post by a general, briefed by a 
colonel. being told that an object had been 
found by a major which the general had de­
cided was a weather balloon and which he was 
to identify as such for reporters, being handed 
a torn balloon in front of reporters but with 
specific instructions not to answer their ques­
tions, and not having heard anything about the 
flying disc story before, must have been quite 
mind-boggling for the poor fellow. But Newton 
played the part well and stuck to what he had 
been told to do, which was to identify a device 
he was allegedly familiar with . He never ques­
tioned what was on the floor of the general's 
office, even when he had his picture taken with 
it. Why should he? He was outranked and in 
good company. He was then sent on, left to 
ponder what it might all have been about. 

Of added note here is another less heralded 
story by the AP, datelined Washington, July 8. 
It reads in part: 

~rmy weather experts in Washif}gton discount any 
idea that such weather targets might be the basis for 
the scores of reports of "flying discs." 



. Gen. Donal<! N. Yates, Chief of the AAF Weather 
eng~ice said dunng the war the radar target method of 
serd ch'ecking was standard practice because of the i:;h degree of accuracy needed. 

he weather Bureau said_it uses none of the radar 
T et balloons at land stations. Some are used from 
~~~st Guard vessels in the Atlantic, Bureau officials 
said, but they normally blow eastward toward Europe. 

Between the Army and the Weather Bureau, hundreds 
of weather balloons i:v1thout the metallic target are 
re/eased daily from pomts all over the country. 

For ordinary purposes, Gen. ~ates told a reporter, the 
AAF uses balloon-borne radio sondes much on the 
order emplo_yed_by t~e Weather Bureau, tracking them 
with radio dtrect1on f,nders . 

Those instrum~nts consi~t of a milky-white balloon five 
or six feet in diameter with the automatic radio trans­
mitting apparatu_s suspended below in a package 
about cigar box size. 

Well , so Newton was a little off. At least he was 
close and the general was satisfied with his 
performance . So many stories to post, so much 
competition, so little time. The military bravely 
protected the nation during the war, why would 
they lie to the public now? There were other 
breaking stories to cover. After all , the stuff on 
the general's floor looked like a bunch of junk. 
It just wasn't exotic enough looking to capture 
the imagination of the media. 

It seems clear that Bond's story holds up and 
sheds new light on the events. The photo­
graphs show the actual debris from the flying 
disc from Roswell. Ramey had on his full uni­
form because he knew the press would want to 
take pictures. Why else would he have the stuff 
brought to his office? So many papers carried 
the story the following morning because the 
editors had been following the events coming 
over the wire and the fact that many radio 
stations had carried it the day before . Ramey 
even went on the radio Csee The Roswell Inci­
Qfill1l to throw water on the disc story. No one 
ever challenged him on the •25 feet in diame­
ter" statement. It got lost in the rush . There 
were numerous press people around, but he 
chose to use the radio as a way of avoiding an 
actual press conference . But why the change? 
Why the need to suddenly stop the interest? 

Perhaps the answer is in the controversial Eis­
enhower Briefing Document Cone of the MJ-12 
documents). The discovery (by Shanderal in 
_1990 of the Herald Ex press story is extremely 
important in that it shows for the first time that 
statements were coming out of Roswell that 
relate directly to statements made in that docu­
ment <for example, the curious references in 
both sources to the apparent lack of a power 
plant in the wreckage) . The Eisenhower Brief-

Ing Document also states that on July 7, a secret 
operation was begun to assure recovery of the 
wreckage in Roswell for scientific study. Th~t 
is the same day that the first pieces of debns 
gathered by Marcel and Cavitt arrived at the 
Roswell base. It seems likely that Ramey was 
informed that same evening, and through him, 
headquarters in Washington . AP states Jn one 
story that the crashed disc was flown to Fort 
Worth from Roswell at 10:00am the morning of 
the 8th. It's not out of the question that Ramey.or 
even Vandenberg approved the first press re ­
lease. The cover story also contained the state­
ment that the PIO at Roswell. Walter Haut. was 
strongly rebuked for the release. Haut, how­
ever, strongly denies that . 

The Eisenhower Briefing Document goes on to 
say that: 

During the course of this operation, aerial re­
connaissance discovered that four small hu­
man-like beings had apparently ejected from 
the craft at some point before it exploded. These 
had fallen to earth about two miles east of the 
wreckage site. All four were dead and badly 
decomposed due to action by predators and 
exposure to the elements during the approxi­
mately one week time p eriod which had elapsed 
before their discovery. 

Since the explosion and crash happened on 
July 2, it could well have been that the bodies 
were confirmed on the afternoon of July 8. 
approximately one week later. It could also be 
that strange metallic debris was exciting to the 
military and press- but bodies were a whole 
different matter. When that d iscovery was 
made, Washington ordered Ramey to get the 
reporters off the story in a hurry. Shut it down. 
Hence the illogical weather balloon story was 
just another crazy conclusion to another flying 
disc story, most of which were not being treated 
very seriously at the time anyway in the public 
media. The press bought it and moved on. 

Today, J . Bond Johnson. PhD. is a clinical psy­
chologist who makes his home with his wife in 
Southern California. His career has been ex­
emplary. He has a degree in journalism. spent 
18 years as an ordained United Methodist min­
ister. and holds both masters and doctorate 
degrees in psychology. He is also a retired U.S. 
Army colonel who worked as a psychological 
operations expert for the National Security 
Council under Gen. Scowcroft, Henry Kissin­
ger and Alexander Haig. There seems abso­
lutely no reason to doubt his integrity and his 
honesty. 

END 
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ROSWELL REVISITED: 
THE ANATOMY OF A COVER-UP 

By Will iam L. Moore & Jaime Shandera 
In Cooperation with Stanton T. Friedman 

Copy right 1989: WLM/JHS/STF 

I 
t all began on the evening of July 2nd, 
1947. wh n a bright, disc-shaped object 
passed low over the city of Roswell, New 
Mexico, travelling in a northwesterly di­
rection . The event was a typical UFO 

sighting, one of literally hundreds of similar 
event being r ported all over the country that 
same week. Whether or not it bears any con­
nection to the subsequent events which have 
come to be known as "The Roswell Incident" 
remains strictly a matter of conjecture . What is 
known is that at a point about 75 miles north­
we t of the city, over a remote area of desert 
ranch land and during a violent thunder and 
lightning storm. a flying object, very possibly 
the same one. seems to have suffered a tremen­
dous on-board explosion which resulted in the 
crash ofwhateverthis strange device was. 

The wreckage was discovered the next morn­
ing by local ranch manager W.W. "Mac" Brazel, 
in company with two of his children. Because 
Brazel had no telephone or other means of 
communication, he did not report his d iscov­
ery until several days later when he went to 
Roswell. A preliminary investigation was 
undertaken and a quantity of wreckage was 
subsequently recovered by Maj. Jesse M arcel. 
staff intelligence officer for the Army Air Forces 
at Roswell Field. in company with Counter­
Intelligence Corps officer Sher idan W. "Cav" 
Cavitt. Upon the return of Mar cel and Cavitt to 
Roswell, an official press statement was re­
leased by Lt. Walter H aut. base Public Informa­
tion Officer, to the effect that the wreckage of a 
crashed flying disc h ad been recovered by the 
Army Air Forces north of Roswell. Haut r e­
leased the statement t o the press upon direct 
order from base commander Col. William Blan­
chard. Meanwhile, Marcel was ordered to load 
his debris on a B-29 and fly it to Wright Field 
(now Wright-Patterson AFB) in Ohio for exami­
nation. with an intermediate stop at 8th A ir 
Force headquarters in Ft. Worth, Texas. 

Upon arrival at Ft. Worth, Gen . Roger M . Ra­
mey took charge of the wreckage, ordered 
Marcel and others who had been on the plane 
not to talk to reporters. and issued a statem ent 
in direct opposition to the Roswell press re­
lease. stating that everything had been a re­
grettable misunderstanding and that what had 
been recovered was really nothing more than 
the remains of a wrecked weather balloon with 
an attached tinfoil radar target. Meanwhile. 
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the real wreckage was on its way to Wright 
Field under armed guard, Marcel was on his 
way back to Roswell, and rancher Brazel had 
been picked up and taken out of circulation (he 
was held incommunicado for nearly a week) 
while the ranch site was picked clean of every 
shred of debris and other evidence . 

A news leak out of Albuquerque via press wire 
to the effect that all this was going on was 
plugged by interrupting the transmission an d 
then warning the radio station in question, and 
one other, not to broadcast the item. Forced to 
deal with the problem of the p remature Roswell 
press release. however. Ramey cleverly shifted 
media attention to himself at Ft. Worth . It was 
this p iece of adroit maneuvering that succeeded 
in convincing press and radio r eporters that all 
of the excitement was over a misidentified 
weather balloon . Fortunately, the newsmen 
bought the ruse without a great deal of ques­
ti on ing and all w as secure by the next morning. 

Did a UFO cr ash to earth near Roswell , as 
alleged, in the summer of 1947? Has the wreck ­
age and possibly the remains of recovered alien 
bodies been concealed by our government be­
neath a heavy blanket of secr ecy ever since? 
Incredible as it may seem. the evidence st rongly 
suggests that such an event d id in fact occur. 

Investigation in to the Roswell saucer crash 
began in Morris, M innesota on a forty-degree 
below zero evening in January, 1977followinga 
discussion (over pizza) between Bill Moore and 
Stan Friedman. Pieces of what appeared to be 
the same stor y emerged during that exchange 
of information and we decided to try to investi­
gate further. The result was a series of inter­
views wit h nearly 100 d i fferent individuals who 
were able to provide pieces of information about 
the incident, more than thirty of whom had 
experienced some first -hand involvement with 
it. Considering these numbers alone, the 
Roswell crash ranks as one of the most exten­
sively investi gated UFO incidents on record­
a feat made even more remarkable by the fact 
that the event had occurred more than thirty 
years before any investigation was undertaken. 

In the latter part of 1980, Bill Moore succeeded 
in publishing, with co-author Charles Berlitz, 
what now must be considered a very prelimi­
nary account of this case in a book entitled The 
Roswell Incident CNY: Grosset & Dunlap). The 



k is currently available as a Berkley paper­
bOO and should be read by anyone with a 
bac_k 'us interest in the affair. The bulk of the 
sen° rch presented in that volume was don by 
r~se:nd Stanton, but it was Berlitz who com­
Bill d rnost of the actual t xt of th manuscript 
po~t for that reason was list d s th book's 
~~incipal author. 

t rningto th Rosw 11 incid nt its If, ltse ms 
Re ful at this point to off r a gen ral summary 
uf~h videnc accumulat d to date, and to 
0 n laborat upon it piec by piece as this 
the er progr ss s. This will enable readers to 
~a~eloP a sens of perspective with respect to 
; rnany param ters of this case without be ­

t \ing immediately overwh Im d by a host of 
c~all details. At the s_am~ time,_ the d pth and 
breadth of the on-going investigation can be 
readil perceived and appr ciated. 

An account of the appearance of a UFO over 
Roswell at about 9:50 PM on the evening of July 
znd can be found in the Roswell Daily Record 
for July 8, 1947. The object, which was seen 
travellingtowar~s the 1:orthwest, was described 
as ·a big, glowing ob1ect... (shaped like) two 
inverted saucers faced mouth-to-mouth." Mr. 
Paul Wilmot of Roswell confirmed the accu­
racy of this description to Bill Moore during an 
interview in 1981 . Paul's parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dan Wilmot (both deceased) had been the prin­
cipal witnesses to the incident, and Paul was 
able to vividly recall their discussion of i t fol­
lowing the event. Prior to his death several 
years ago, he was interviewed concerning his 
recollections on a Roswell television station. 

Weather reports in contemporary issues of both 
the Albuquerque Tribune and Journal confirm 
that there were thunder and lightning storms 
that night in the area to the northwest of 
Roswell. In addition, both William (Bill) Brazel, 
son of rancher W.W. "Mac" Brazel, and former 
intelligence officer Lt. Col. (then Maj.) Jesse 
Marcel have independently recalled "Mac" 
Brazel's having commented after the crash 
about having heard an unusual explosion of 
some kind "which was different from ordinary 
thunder· during the storm which passed over 
his ranch house on the night in question. Sev­
eral ranchers living in the area have told Bill 
Moore that such storms are not uncommon at 
~hat time of the year, and that frequently there 
1s more thunder and lightning associated with 
them than there is rain . 

The events surrounding the recovery and na­
ture of the wreckage found by Mac Brazel are 
corroborated by more than twenty different 
people, virtually all of whom were interviewed 
independently of one another and many of 
~horn have subsequently told their stories to 

M
t e public media. These include Lt. Col. Jesse 

arcel (d.'86); his son Jesse Marcel. MD (who 
was twelve at the time); Mac Brazel's children r1~:: Paul and Bessie (Schreiber), his daughter-
n aw Shirley <Bill's wife- they were married 

in 1947), his sister Lorrene Ferguson (d.'83} and 
his uncle Hollis Wllson; Mr. Walt Whitmore Jr., 
who was about tw nty at the time and is the son 
of Walt Sr. who own d Roswell radio station 
K FL: Mr. Frank Joyce, former newsman and 
announc r for KGFL; Mr. Louts "Blll" Rickett , 
form r Count r -Int lllgence Corps agent at 
the Rosw 11 Army Alr Base ; Mr. Art McQuiddy, 
form r di tor of th old Roswell Dispatch; and 
Brazel n lghbors Mr. Floyd Proctor Cd.'87) and 
his wife Loretta; Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Strick­
land; Archie and Geraldine Perkins; and Ernest 
Dishman. Eight of these who actua11y handled 
bits of wreckage have independently provided 
corroborative descriptions of what they had 
seen and touched . Based on these statements, 
we know that the bulk of the wreckage con­
sisted of a large quantity of metallic-like "foil" 
of an extremely thin and durable nature, re ­
sembling dull aluminum or lead foil i? color. 
Numerous descriptions of this matenal have 
been provided to us and they are remarkably 
consistent: 

-"(It) could not be bent or broken ... or even 
dented (permanently} by a sixteen pound sledge 
hammer. Almost weightless. ... like a metal 
with plastic properties." (Lt . Col. Marcel} 

-"Foil-like ... very thin, metallic-like but not 
metal, and very tough." (Dr. Marcel) 

-"It was a sort of aluminum-like foil. Some of 
(these) pieces had a sort of tape stuck to them ... 
(but) even though the stuff looked like tape it 
could not be peeled off or removed at all. It (the 
foil) was very light in weight but there sure was 
a lot of it." (Bessie Brazel Schreiber- about 12 
years old at the time) 

-"nt was} very much like lead foil in appear­
ance but could not be torn or cut at all. ...ex­
tremely light in weight." (Walt Whitmore Jr.) 

-" ... something on the order of tinfoil except 
that (it} wouldn't tear .... You could wrtnkle it 
and lay it back down and it immediately re­
sumed its original shape .... quite pliable, but 
you couldn't crease or bend it like ordinary 
metal. Almost like a plastic, but definitely 
metallic in nature. Dad once said that the 
Army CAir Force) had once told him it was not 
anything made by us." <William Brazel> 

- " ... very strong and very light. You could bend 
it but couldn't crease it. As far as I know, no one 
ever figured out what it was made of.· mm 
Rickett) 

Both Floyd and Loretta Proctor provided 
similar descriptions. 

In addition to the metallic wreckage, there was 
a variety of other types of debris, the most 
interesting of which, by far, was a large quantity 
of what appeared to be beams or small rods 
covered with unusual symbols which may have 
been writing. Once again, the descriptions 
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provided by thos who s wit r urpri in ly 
similar: 

-"(Th r 
squar w 
thatn 
thingl 
w igh 
The 
, ould -
bols on the ol. 
M arc l) 

-"Imprinted alon th dg of om ofth 
remnant s ther er hieroglyphic-t p h r ­
acters ... pink and purpl .. except I don 't think 
there ere an animal figures pre n t as th r 
are in true hier oglyphics." (Dr. ar l) 

- omeofthe epiece had om thing lik num­
bers and letter ing on them, but there wer e no 
words e er e able to make out. (When these) 
were held up to the light they showed what 
looked lik e pastel flower or designs.... The 
figures were written out like you would write 
numbers in column ... but they didn 't look like 
the numbers we use at all. What gave me the 
idea they wer e numbers .. . was the way they 
were all ranged out in columns." (Bessie Brazel 
Schreiber) 

- ... some small beams that appeared to be ei­
ther wood or wood-like . Some of the material 
had a sort of writing on it which looked like 
numbers which had either been added or multi­
plied li.e. in columns). " <Walt Whitmore Jr.) 

-" ... some wooden -like particles ... like balsa 
wood in weight , but a bit darker in color and 
much harder .... It was pliable, but wouldn't 
break. OU weighed nothing, but you couldn't 
scrat ch it wi th your fingernail. All I had was a 
few splinters .... Dad d id say one time that there 
were what he called 'figures' on some of the 
pieces he found . He often referred to the petro­
gl yphs the ancient Indians drew on the rocks 
around here as 'figures' too, and I think that's 
what he m eant to compare them with ." mm 
Brazel> 

It is important to note here that the "few splin­
ters" Bill Brazel refers to were pieces he picked 
up from the crash site following a rainstorm 
Eioeveral weeks or perhaps a few months after 
the military people had left the area. One 
ev(:-ning still later. Bill was sitting in a local 
t& v t-rn when he ma.de the mistake of mention­
ing that be had picked up a few pieces of the 
wrt:cka.ge himself, and was k eeping them in a 
ci gar bux at hom e. The next day, as Bill recalls 
it. an Air f orc,e officer named Armstrong 
h ti<Jw&d up at the ranch and ·strongl y sug­
gt:bttd" that tt would be BHl's patriotic duty to 
turn over the piereb he had found to htsgovern­
ment. Aft.er Bill had done so, Armstrong re• 
qut:E>ted that Bill conduct htm and several en• 
JiE>ted men to the bput where these pieces or 
wrecka.gt: hlid been found . Arm1tron1 then 
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hours dir ctlng the enlisted 
ti a with arms linked in 
1 h w r any more 

en o d . Upon finding 
d phon number 

Y mor pieces 
u • ill said that he 
, t b cause no 

A cording to Lt . ol . M ar c I, th largest p ieces 
h saw w r p rhaps thr e or four fee t across. 
I tri d to pl c some of these togeth er . l i ke a 

jig-s w pu zzl , In ord er to get some idea of the 
sl z of th obj ect before it broke up, but was 
unabl to do so. His b st estimate, based upon 
th amount ofwr ck age present and his efforts 
to pi ce some of it together , was that "One of 
the f llows ... managed to get about ten square 
feet (of fragments) together, but i t wasn 't enough 
to get any idea of the general shape of the 
object itse lf. Whatever it was, it was big." In a 
later conversation . Jesse identified "big" as 
"maybe twenty-five or thirty feet in diameter; 
maybe more. There was a lot of material out 
there." 

In the official press release of July 8, 1947, 
however, is a statement that Mac Brazel had 
"stored the disc until such time as he was able 
to contact (the authorities>." When asked about 
this, Bill Brazel said that he recalls someone 
having told him that his father had dragged a 
large section of the wreckage , a piece perhaps 
ten or twelve feet across, under a cattle shelter 
with his pick-up truck. Bill said , however, that 
he had not personally seen this and that it was 
not his father who had mentioned this to him 
even though he was unable to recall just who 
the source of the information had been. Neigh­
bor Floyd Proctor told a similar story, and said 
he got it from Mac Brazel himself when Mac 
came over to his place to tell him about the find. 
And finally, Frank Joyce says that he recalls 
Brazel having told him, in his first story (about 
which more later) that he had dragged a large 
chunk of the object into a shelter of some sort; 
but in his second story, told after Brazel had 
agreed to cooperate with the military, ·every­
thing had been changed so it sounded like 
there wasn 't anything to it at all. His whole 
story was different. That was the story they put 
into the papers- about the thing being all 
sticks and tinfoil, and only about the size of a 
cabinet. or a safe. or something. They even 
tried to change the dates as I recall it.· (More 
on Frank Joyce's story later.> Also signlflcant 
here is that teletype operator Lydia Sleppy who 
had attempted to put the story on the press 
wire out of Albuquerque only to have the trans­
mission stopped in mid sentence. recalls re­
porter Johnny McBoyle having described the 
object to her Cover the phone from Roswell) as 
looking ·11ke a big crumpled dishpan· and tell­
Ing her that •some rancher <had> hauled lt 
under a cattle shelter with his tractor.· (More 
on thl& later aa wel I.> 



The ~tory <:foe~n·t end here, however. Persis­
tent mvesti_gat10n ~as uncover d consid rabl 
corrobor~tive testim<;my relating to th events 
surroundmgthe official Army Air Forces press 
release from Roswell and the subsequent a d 
highly successful efforts by Gen. Roger M, Rna­
mey at Ft. Worth to put a lid on the affair before 
the cat got out ofth bag. 

With resp. ct to the in~tial press release, former 
base Public In~ormation Officer, 1st Lt. Walter 
Haut. has confirmed that he was the one who 
actually wrote the release and had it distrib­
ut d to the Roswell media. Haut. who wrote the 
press statement at the personal command of 
base commander Col. William Blanchard, says 
he asked the colonel for permission to view the 
wreckage, and was told "You don't need to see 
it; just do as you are told!" Blanchard's former 
wife, Emily Simms, told Friedman that her hus­
band knew that the wreckage he had sen t to Ft 
Worth had nothing to do with a weather bal~ 
loon. • At first he thought it might be Russian 
because of the strange symbols on it," she said. 
"Later on, he realized it wasn't Russian ei ther . 
He knew it wasn't anything made by us." 

Brig. Gen. Woodrow P. Swancutt (USAF,retd.), 
longtime personal friend of Blanchard 's also 
recalled the incident "because t here was so 
much notariety about it." "It was supposed to 
have been one of the first UFOs in hand(!) ," he 
said in an interview with Moore. "At first Blan­
chard thought he had something. There was 
considerable communicat i on between him and 
Ramey and it took some time before Ramey 
identified it as a radar sonde (balloon>." Swan­
cutt said he did not know anyth ing about where 
the material was sent or w ho had made state­
ments as to the result , but he indicated that 
Blanchard seemed "quite content " to accept 
whatever explanation w as given so long as the 
matter was out of his hand s. 

Brig. Gen, Thomas J . DuBose CUSAF,Retd.>, 
former adjutant to G en. Ramey 's staff at Ft. 
Worth and a full colone l at the time, also re­
called the incident vi vidly. According to his 
account , Ramey had received "orders from on 
high" to ship the wreckage directly to Wright 
Field in Ohio by special plane, and that Ramey 
had taken complete per sonal charge of the 
matter at the Ft. Worth end. "Everyone else," 
said DuBose, "just followed orders ." As for the 
weather balloon story, i t wa.s a complete fabri­
cation designed to get the reporters "off <Ra­
mey's) back in a hurry (and) put out the fire at 
the same time." 

In a 1984 interview with Friedman, DuBose 
recalled that Ramey's "order s from on high" 
had come from Gen. Clements McMullen (d. '56) 
at the Pentagon who, in essence had instructed 
Ramey not to get involved with the public on 
this matter under any circu m stan ces. He char­
acterized McMullen as a crust y old general of 
the "old school" who felt the public should be 
told "as little as possible about anything." He 

also thought he had heard somewhere that 
Blanchard had "personally interviewed the 
rancher <Mac Brazel) about the device", but 
admitted this was not something he knew to be 
so first -hand. 

The man in charge of weather forcast_i ng and 
plotting for the Ft. Worth tower at the time ~as 
Warrent Officer Irving Newton. In an interview 
with Moore, Newton recalled having received 
orders from Gen. Ramey to come to his office at 
headquarters where he wa.s presented with 
and asked to identify the shredded pieces of a 
Rawin radar target- a flimsy device made of 
aluminum foil which can be attached to weather 
balloons and lofted to high altitudes where 
radar tracking can provide excellent dataabot;1t 
wind velocities. On the floor of the generals 
office a large quantity of similar-appearing de­
bris had been spread out on brown paper. When 
ask ed whether the men at Roswell should have 
been able to identify such material on their own 
without having to bring it to Ft. Worth ~Y spe~ial 
plane, Newton r ep lied that they certainly 
should have." 

Newton was able to recall t he details of his 
experience quite clearly because, he said, . he 
was the only person in the tower that evening 
when an urgent call came through from "some 
bird colonel in General Ramey's office " (un­
doubtedly DuBose) who ordered him to drop 
what he was doing and report to the general 
immediately. When he protested that to do so 
would mean that he would have to leave the 
tower completely unattended, he recalls being 
told to "get your ass over here at once, and if you 
have to commandeer a car in the process, then 
do it!" When he arrived, he was met by the same 
colonel who had been on the phone only mo­
ments earlier. The man told him he was to go 
into the general's office where he would be 
handed pieces of a Ra win radar target. "There 
will be press reporters present," he wa.s told. 
"You will identify what you are given a.s pieces 
from a weather device, and you are not to ask 
any questions nor volunteer any answers un­
less you are directed to do so by the general. 
You are to return to duty as soon a.s the general 
releases you. Is that clear?" 

"(What I saw) was a regular Rawin sonde de­
vice," he said. "They (meaning the Roswell 
people) must have seen hundreds of them." He 
went on to describe such a device as being 
made of very flimsy material- so flimsy that 
"you would have to be careful not to tear it: 

Lt. Col Marcel also recalled that there were a 
lot of press people present at Ft. Worth when he 
arrived, and said he had been strictly cau­
tioned not to say anything to them except what 
Gen. Ramey told him to say. ·The general told 
me not to say anything- he would handle it. 
Those reporters. they kept asking me ques­
tions. but I wasn't allowed to talk. I couldn t say 
anything! It was general Ramey who put up the 
cover story about the balloon Just to get the 
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press off his back. The press was tol~ it was a 
balloon and that the flight to Wnght was 
cancelled; but all that really happened was that 
I was removed from the flight and someone 
else took it to Wright." 

Robert R. Porter, who was engineer on the 
flight with Marcel from Roswell to Ft . Worth, 
told Moore that he knew the material in the 
cargo hold was parts of a flying saucer. "We 
were warned," he said, "not to ask any more 
questions about it." He also recalled armed 
guards being posted around the plane upon 
their arrival in Texas. 

Curiously enough, Robert Porter is the brother 
of Mrs. Loretta Proctor, who, with her husband 
Floyd, were Mac Brazel's closest neighbors. 
Loretta, who handled some of the pieces of 
wreckage that Mac had brought over to show 
Floyd shortly after the crash, recalls her feeling 
of surprise when her brother told her of his own 
involvement with the matter "shortly after it 
happened." Loretta still lives on the original 
Proctor place and was interviewed about her 
experiences as recently as the fall of 1988 by 
Moore and others for a special program on the 
Roswell case made for Japanese television . 

Marcel's statement that the wreckage was in-

Robert R. Porter, told Moore that 
he knew the material in the cargo 
hold was parts of a flying saucer. 
"We were warned," he said, "not to 
ask any more questions about it." 

deed flown to Wright Field in spite of what the 
press was told is further confirmed by a copy of 
an FBI teletype communication sent between 
Dallas and Cincinnati with copy t o headquar­
ters in Washington, D .C. The memorandum, 
transmitted at 6: 17 PM (Central time) voices 
clear concern over the news medi a's at tempts 
"to break the story of (the) location of the disc 
today." The description of the disc as given in 
this memo is considerably d istorted however 
in that information supplied to the FBI came 
through Maj . E.M. Kirton of A rmy A ir For ces 
Intelligence in Ft. Worth, who supplied it on 
direct orders from Gen. Ramey. Kirton in ­
formed the FBI that "the disc is hexagonal in 
shape and was suspended from a balloon by a 
cable. which balloon was appr oximately twenty 
feet in diameter." It resembles, he said, "a high 
altitude weather balloon with a radar reflec­
tor." but allowed, presumably under question­
ing, that "telephonic conversation between <Ft. 
Worth) and Wright Field had not borne out this 
belief. D isc and balloon being transported to 
Wright Field by special p lane for examination," 
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he advisE:d. Ram~y. it seems, had no intenti 
of revealing specific details of what had b on 
rec~::>Vered to the FI!3I. but rather only wante~~g 
e~l~st the Bl:1rea~ s support as assistance in 
killmgthe flymg disc story in the event it got O t 
of hand. Ultimately the press bought th 
weath~r ~all~on ruse without much question~ 
thus ehmmatmg the need to inform the FBI of 
anyfurtherdevelopments. 

Cusiously, when the FBI agent who transmitted 
the message was contacted by Moore, he abso­
lutely refused to allow an interview even though 
he had never been informed of what the subject 
of the interview would be . Tve been living a 
happy life here in retirement," he said. "There 
have been no strange men in dark suits on my 
doorstep, no mysterious fires in my garage, 
and no phone calls from Washington. I rather 
enjoy it that way and I intend to keep it that 
way. I am not interested in speaking with you 
either now or in the future .. .. " When Moore 
asked him if he could merely confirm or deny 
facts surroundingacertain document, or would 
care to comment about it if shown to him (he 
had not seen the teletype, nor had Moore even 
made him aware of what document was being 
spoken oD, he replied, "I have already told you 
that I do not intend to comment on that. That's 
all there is to it!" 

Moving back to Roswell, Mr. Walt Whitmore Jr. 
recalls his father, Whitmore Sr. (d .'52), owner of 
radio station KGFL, having received urgent 
personal telephone calls from both the secre­
tary of the Federal Communications Commis­
sion (a Mr. Sloie) and U .S. Senator Chaves of 
New Mexico ordering him to cease broadcast­
ing details of the crash. According to Whit­
more Jr., who was home from college for the 
summer at the time, both callers made it clear 
to his father that the station's license t o broad­
cast would be in jeopardy if they continued to 
air the story. "No one I talked to seemed to 
know exactly what (this thing) was," he said , 
"but I heard the flying saucer explanation talked 
about quite a bit." 

Jud Roberts, m anager of the other Roswell 
r adio station KSWS, told Moore that he also 
had t rouble trying t o report the story. When he 
sent a reporter out to tr y to learn more about it, 
the man returned later saying only that he had 
"met with a m ili tary roadblock outside of town 
and was turned back." (The reporter in ques­
tion here i s most likely Mr. Johnny McBoyle, of 
whom more l ater.) Roberts said that since his 
efforts to obtain additional information had 
come up empty handed, he decided to limit his 
station's coverage of the event to the text of the 
officialpressstatement. WhenRamey'sweather 
balloon announcement came out, KSWS had 
already gone off the air for the evening, and by 
the next morning the matter was a dead issue 
as far as he was concerned. 

The Washington Post, which had assigned one 
of their staff reporters CJ ohn G. Norris) to cover 
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the story, comn:i~nted that "At first they (the 
military authorities) gave the bare det ·1 f 
the finding o~ th~ object, then they cla~~eod 
down a security hd <;>n any further information 
on the grounds that it was high level stuff• Th 
next day brought the ~tatement that" ... officer; 
at the Roswell, N .M . air base received a blister­
ing rebuke from Army A.F. Headquarters in 
washin~on, the United Press reported for 
announcing th~t a 'flying.disc' had been found 
on a t:-Jew Mexico ranch . This account, how­
ever. is strongly co_ntested by Walter Haut, for­
mer Roswell Pubhc Information Officer who 
deni s ~hat ~here was ever any rebuke deliv­
ered. bhsteringorotherwise. 

umerous newspapers h ave hinted that there 
may have been more to the Roswell story than 
was being told. On Ju_ly 9, for example, the 
~lbuquE:rque Journal, m an otherwise nega­
tive ar:,icle, comi:nented that their reporter 
had tned to obtain further information from 
Chaves County Sheriff George Wilcox (now 
deceased), but "the sheriff declined to elabo­
rate . Tm working with those fellows at the 
base', he said .... • Equally, the Roswell Daily 
Record, whose people were certainly nearer to 
the facts of the case than most, complained in 
an editorial published the same day that "The 
Army isn't te_lling its secrets yet, from all ap­
pearances .... 

The fact t~~t Mac Brazel himself was p icked up 
by the military and held incommunicado for 
nearly a week (from July 8th until about the 
15th, well after the weather balloon explana­
tion had been accepted by the press and the 
story had blown over) is extremely well estab­
lished and is based on testimony from no less 
than thirteen people, all of whom had first­
hand knowledge of the fact . All that is known of 
Mac during this time period is that he was 
made available for two interviews with the 
public media, one press on July 8th in Roswell, 
and one radio on July 9th from El Paso, Texas. 
On both occasions he was accompanied by 
military authorities and said only wh at he had 
been coached to say. Brazel came away from 
this experience extremely upset and angry at 
the treatment he had received, and felt to his 
dying day that he had been m isused for trying 
to do "his patriotic duty.· M ac died in 1965 and 
is buried in the cemetary at Tularosa, New 
Mexico. Virtually everyone who knew him is 
certain that he took most of what he knew 
about this incident with him to his grave. 

Following the publication of The Roswell Inci­
.d.e.Ill in 1980, a number of news media types 
began looking at the story with an eye towards 
doing a possible follow-up as th e center piece 
for their own look into the UFO phenomenon. 
One of these was tel evision station KOB in 
Albuquerque, New M exico, which was inter­
ested in the story largely because of the local 
color involved. Early in 1982, KOB assigned 
reporter Lee Williams to conduct an independ­
ent in-depth investigation of the case and to 

come up with sufficient material to ~11 an entire 
single segment of a seven-part sp~cial o~ UFO s 
over New M ex ico which was to air dunng the 
last week of May. Williams, an excellent an? 
ti re less worker who was at first highly skepti­
cal, spent considerable time in the field pursu­
ing individuals and reviewing old news files 
and records . None of us was aware of his work 
until it was nearly completed . Around the last 
week of April Williams telephoned Moore to 
ask if he would come to Albuquerque at KO B's 
expense to do an interview for the segment . 
During the course of the conversation, Wil­
liams told Moore that he was now completely 
convinced that the story was true and that on_e 
of the things which had convinced him was his 
discovery of a principal witness to the events at 
Roswell that Moore did not seem to be aware of. 
According to Williams, this new witness was 
able to confirm many of the very unusu~l de­
tails of this story from first-hand exl?enence. 
When Moore asked Williams ifa meetmg could 
be arranged with this new source. Williams 
immediately offered to act as go-between. 

As it turned out, Williams had recalled during 
his reading of The Roswell Incident in prepa­
ration for the TV special. that one of the long­
time announcers for KOB radio, Mr. Frank 
Joyce, had been at Roswell earlier in his ca­
reer. Upon inquiring of Mr. Joyce whether he 
knew anything about the supposed cr3:>h_ of a 
UFO near Roswell in the late 1940s, Williams 
was surprised to learn that Joyce had been an 
announcer for station KGFL in Roswell at the 
time and had been personally involved in the 
story. 

Frank Joyce had been emp loyed at KGFL by 
Walt Whitmor e Sr. who died in 1952. Before 
securing an in terview with Joyce, Moore went 
to visit Whitmore 's son;'Walt Jr., who still lives 
in Roswell and whom Moore had alr eady t alked 
to on a couple of earlier occasions. Walt Jr. had 
been about twenty years old at the time of the 
Roswell crash and r emembered Joyce well since 
the two of them had played football together 
while in high school. Walt did not seem to be 
very much aware of Joyce's involvement with 
the story ("He certainly was there at the time, 
but I can 't recall that we ever discussed the 
matter. He probably would have talked more 
with dad <Whitmore Sr.> about it than he would 
have with me."), but did not hesitate to give 
Joyce his unqualified endorsement as being an 
honest and highly reliable individual. 

Further endorsement came from Walter Haut, 
former Public Information Officer at Roswell 
field, who confirmed that Joyce had indeed 
been at KGFL at the time and could easily have 
been the first to receive a copy of the official 
press release on the crashed UFO which Haut 
had written and distributed on the morning of 
July8, 1947. 

Virtually certain thatfrankJoycewasnocrack­
pot, Moore secured an interview with him on 
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the afternoon of ay 3. 1982 in the r st ur nt of 
the Grand Western otor Inn in Albuqu rqu . 
His story. as he told it. is follows: 

JOYCE: ·(Walter Haut). the base PIO (Public Informa­
tion Officer) came in that day and said 'Look, I 'm giving 
you this news release first.· I assumed that h~ was 
coming to me first because he had passed his last 
release to someone else first. (NOTE: In keeping 
with Joyce's recollection of this event, Walter 
Haut confirmed by phone on May 7, 1982 that he 
had indeed made it a practice to rotate the 
order in hich he passed out his press re­
leases.) Anyway, I took a lo(?k at the (paper) but really 
didn 't pay much attention to it because I was probably 
busy with something else. About a half-hour or so 
later, when I took time to read it ... it said basically that 
the U.S. Air Force /J.asj_recovered a so -called flying 
saucer, which I later heard was somewhat barrel/­
shaped and metallic, and it went on to say that the 
object was being loaded on a plane to be flown to 
another location for examination. That 'other location' 
of course was Wright Air Force Base, which was a 
center for Air Force experimental projects at that time. 

·Anyway, I can tell you that release does not exist 
except in my mind, because after the fact, and I 'm 
getting ahead of myself here, ~ whoever 'they· are, 
got in and took that release from the station where it 
was in my desk, and it disappeared. I went in and 
called up Western Union and I asked them to repeat it 
back to me. They said they had no record of any such 
transmission. Several years later, I was still curious 
about this and had occasion to ask the fello w who 
headed the bureau in Santa Fe if he still had a copy in 
his files and could I see it? He said they, once again 
1bJ:x: came in and cleared out that entire file . This 
fellow in Santa Fe, his name was John or something. I 
can't recall any more. Anyway, I 've told you more than 
I've ever told anyone else about what that release said. 
I 've heard manr, stories since that (have) made me 
think back to a I this, and some of them seem to tie 
together, but I just don 't know. 

"You have to remember also that constantly under all 
of this I was aware that I dldn 't want to give away any of 
the U.S. secrets, if this~a U.S. secret. But I can also 
tell you right now before we go any further, that no one 
ever told me 'This is a U.S. secret, do not talk about this 
or you will imperil the defense of your country. • 

"Yesslr, later when they all started talking about weather 
balloons, I heard weather balloons coming out my ... 
well anyway, It was all very derisive. But I'm way ahead 
of myself here. 

"Anyway, when I read (the release) I pot on the phone 
and I called the PIO (Haut) and I said 'Listen, I know 
how things 90 on In the military and I'm telling you don 't 
say this. You can't say this. The mllltary wfl/ not allow 
you to say this because It Is a statement of fact. "The 
U.S. Air Force/ which Is a pretty big outfit, "says It 
has ... N, you ses7' And I says 'If I were you, I would not 
do this. Youneverheardthatbefore, did you ?" 

MOOR , .. No, I nev r havo." 

JOYCE: "'O.K. ', I YI, 'Don't do It .. .,, But he says, 
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'Ahh, it 's 0. K.; you can go ahead and run it.· At least 
basically that's the way it went. The words may not 
have been exactly those, but then we ·re talking thirty­
five years ago. Anyway, it 's close .... 

"Now in those days, ah. .. basica lly I was raised in a very 
frugal economy through the Depression ... so I was 
always thinking about cost. Nowadays you would have 
cameras out there and everything, and have this all 
down on film; but I thought about it awhile before I says 
to myself, 'Now this looks to me like a big story. Am I 
going ~o send this overnight, or right away? ' Of course, 
overmght was cheaper. But I made the big decision. 
'I'm goinr; to send it right now, '. I tho_ug~t. You don 't get 
a story like that except once m a /Jfet1me . So I sent it 
'right now ·, and we paid the higher rates. The only way 
to get a story out of Roswell in those days, other than 
mail or phone- and you know what the phones were 
like then- was by Western Union wire. I took that 
press release over to the Western Union office and I 
believe I had them send it out word for word. Then I 
folded it up, took it back to the station, and put it in my 
desk. Whatever was reprinted later had to come off of 
that wire. But none of the wires I later saw had copied 
the complete text as I had it. Somehow it had gotten a 
bit confused. Anyway, the meat of it was that 'the Air 
Force says it has ·, and that just stopped everything ... . • 

Available information strongly suggests that 
the original Haut/ Joyce press release contained 
at least five paragraphs. Although di ligent ef­
forts to turn up a copy oft he complete text have 
been fruitless, three of those paragraphs were 
printed, allegedly verbatum, in the July 9, 1947 
edition of the San Francisco Chronicle. Those 
three paragraphs were quoted by the Chron­
i..ct_e_as follows: 

"The many rumors regarding the flying disc became a reality 
yesterday when the intelligence office of the 509th Bomb 
Group of the Eighth Air Force, Roswell Army Air Field, was 
fortunate enough to gain possession of a disc through the co­
operation of one of the local ranchers and the Sheriff's office 
of Chaves county. 

"The flying object landed on a ranch near Roswell sometime 
last week. Not having phone facilities, the rancher stored the 
disc until such time as he was able to contact the Sheriff's 
office, who in turn notified Major Jesse A. Marcel, of the 509th 
Bomb Group Intelligence Office. 

Action was immediately taken and the disc was picked up at 
the rancher's home. It was inspected at the Roswell Army Air 
Field and subsequently loaned by Major Marcel to higher 
headquarters.'; 

"After that happened," Frank Joyce continued, "I got 
a long distance call from a far away place that I 
presume was Washington, D.C. This was from a man 
who Identified himself as Col. Johnson, as I recall .... 
This guy was- .lfr:iQ is the word. And I was the object of 
his anger. Did I put out that release?, he wanted to 
know. Of course I answered 'Yes, I did.' 'Did you say 
this?' 'Yes, I did.' Well, I don 't remember his exact 
words, but I immediately got the i"!pression that t~ings 
were going to go very hard with me. So ftnally, 
basically I got throu9.h to him that I was a civilian. That 
dldn'tmakeabltofdtfference. Then, well, lreallydidn't 
want to Involve my friend the PIO too much at the time, 
but I finally had to admit.... I said, 'Listen, I'll tell you. 



Yes, / put this story out, bu tit 's from an official A , F, 
release.' Then the guy really hit the top 'Whe~e ir;rr 
originate'?.', _he wanted to know. So when I told him 
where it ongmated, the phone went dead and that was 
the end of that. 

"Now the next call I get, probably twenty-five min t 
tater, is the PIO. And he said, 'Frank, you were ri ~t~ 
shouldn 't have put out that story. ' And he said •i t • 't 
be aroun_d for us t~ have .a bee~ this afternoo'n. 1 ~'Jn 
being shipped out 1mmed1ately. And I sa id 'I 'm sor 
to hear that, but that ·s .why I call[!d you and e;plained ~~ 
you that you shouldn t have said that. · And I probably 
told him I sho_uld ~ave held onto the story, and who 
knows what direction the conversation took after that 
Anyway, he ~ays, 'You won 't be seeing me again,· and 
I began to thmk that maybe this was some big military 
secret like the Manhattan (atomic bomb) project that 
was only a few years before. ~nd that was the general 
text .. I cannot recall ev.er seemg the man aqain at the 
station after that, and Ive never seen him smce. Now 
it's just recently that someone told me, just within this 
past week, that well, yes, he (Haut) was going to get 
shipped out, but someone saved his neck and he 
didn 't. That might be, but I don 't know anything about 
it .... 

"Some TV ~utfit in the last year or ~<:> was (do ing) a 
story on this and they had some m,l,tary officer who 
was saying thus and so about it. (NOTE: the show 
was "That's Incredible". and the officer was Lt . 
Col. Marcel.) Well, in my experience with this story / 
never heard of that guy. It seems to me he was the 
base intelligence officer, or security officer, or what­
ever. But I never heard of him. He was never men­
tioned one time in anything I recall about any of this. 
None of what he had to say tied in with any of my own 
experiences with this thin9. Of course, he may well 
have been involved with this from another angle. What 
did I know about it except that a lot of these goings-on 
seemed to flow around me. Now you can say, well 
maybe it was flowing around somebody else too. It 
could be. I don 't know. All I can tell you is that guy 's 
path and mine never crossed. 

"What I do know is this guy the rancher had called me 
on the phone from somewhere in town and discussed 
with me what there was out there. Now I never heard 
anything about any balsa parts or weather balloon 
parts; although as I 've told you, later on that 's all I did 
hear. But from that rancher I never heard anything that 
had to do with a lot of things that came into this story 
!.aw .... But the rancher definitely told me his story on 
the phone before anyone else except maybe the 
military had heard it. Walter Whitmore Jr. later told me 
that his father had later hid this rancher out at his home 
for a few hours or so because the man was terrified. 
Now I didn 't know about this at the time because 
Whitmore Sr. had never told me about it, but I can 
definitely confirm to you that this fellow was indeed 
terrified. I can also confirm that either while he was 
hiding out, but more likely after 'they ' caught up with 
him, he came to the station. I can 't tell you whether It 
was the next morning or perhaps three or f(!ur days 
after the incident, but he came into the station and I 
was sittinq there in our little, dark, dingy announcer's 
booth which was strictly homemade and, you know, 
homemade control board and everything, and I can 

see the whole thing now .... He came in and he to(d me 
a totally different story than he had told me ea_rt,er ~n 
the phone; and at the end of It I said, 'Just a mmute. I 
said, 'You know who you 're talking to, right?' ~nd he 
said, 'Yes.· And I said, 'And you know that this story 
that you've told me now in no way matches the story 
you told me over the phone.· And he said, after a 
pause ... and listen, that guy was one of those old west­
ern. dirt in the pores of the skin type guys you used to 
see on the ranch and I saw in town a lot when I was a 
kid. He was definitely not a rocket and sciencf! buff off 
on some Buck Rogers kick ... and he came mto that 
control room and he told me a different story. Well, I 
remember basically the two stories he to_ld me, and I 
told him, 'You remember what you said, and now 
you 're telling me another story? ' And he thought about 
that awhile ... he was considerably older than me, mo~e 
mature ... and finally he said, 'Look, son. You keep th1_s 
to yourself. I.lJ.e.Y_told me to come here and tell you th(S 
story or it would go awfully hard on me.· S(! I once a9am 
thought we must be dealing with some kmd of military 
secret here. You know, they 're really hard after it. And 
at the same time I'm an American citizen, and al­
though I have a certain belief in the need for freed(!f!1 of 
the press and all that sort of thing, I know about m1l1tary 
secrets and the need to keep them too. Still, I t~ought, 
they are really going to a lot of trouble to stop this._ But I 
really couldn 't understand why. If they thought it was 
some danger from outer space, why should they be 
reluctant to tell the people? Well, I don 't know; but I can 
tell you that it really happened .... 

"But I got ahead of myself a bit here. The next thing that 
happened after I had talked to the rancher on the 
phone but before he had come into the station to 
change his story, was that a very stran{Je man ca0 e 
into town; but I didn 't see him until I got ,n the car with 
Mr. Whitmore (Sr.) to go with him to the ranch. And I'll 
tell you this; he had sort of a long face with a very high 
forehead and a very sharp chin. I had no way of 
estimating his age except maybe to say that you could 
look at him and say that he was active and vigorous 
enough to be thirty, but was he sixty? Anyway, Mr. 
Whitmore said he was going out to this ranch. I can 't 
remember what day this was except that it was after I 
had talked to this rancher on the phone. Probably the 
next morning, although it could have been two days 
later. I can't recall for sure. Mr. Whitmore drove a 
Hudson and had quite a reputation for speed in those 
days. So we got in this car ... and I sat in the right hand 
rear seat ... and this man who was wearing, well, it was 
like a uniform but it wasn't any military uniform that I 
was fa mi liar with although it tended to approach some 
of the army's fabric that I had seen, but I can't tell you 
for sure. Anyway, the color was something approach­
ing an off-gold color. I can't quite describe it. It was like 
~ u_nife:rm, but it _wasn·t a uniform. I diqn ·t see any 
ms1gma or anything. We drove out to this ranch with 
Whitmore {lOing as fast as possible all the way, and 
nobody said anything. Finally, somewhere along the 
way out there, I tried to say something, but this man 
never said anything. And when, after awhile Mr. 
Whitmore said something, the only thing this man said 
was 'yeahh' which I took to mean yes', althouqh the 
tone was almost disdainful. And that's all he said. He 
never addressed me or anything until we got there. 

"When we got to this ranch, we pulled up and got out of 
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the car. Then this man says to me, 'You go in that 
room.· He was referring to an unpainted wooden 
outbuilding standing alongside the road virtually in the 
middle of nowhere. Now I had never been there 
before and I said, 'Well .. . '; or at least I started to say, 
'Well, aren't we going to go and see where this t~ing 
happened?', but he cut me off. 'You go over there into 
that room (meaning the ~hed) and y~u st~y there,· he 
said. And like a zombie, I went nght in there and 
stood- just stood. I can remember the room. It was 

"Maybe I should have remained 
silent. I've experienced more than 
my share of public exposure(via 
radio and TV) as it is over the 
years. I don't need any more 
problems to complicate my life." 

empty, except for some tools hanging on nails along 
one wa ll. I don 't know; maybe it was a room where they 
sheared sheep or something." (NOTE: In June, 1982, 
follo wing this interview with Frank Joyce, Bill Moore 
asked Shirley <Mrs. Bill> Brazel whether such a shed 
had existed on the ranch in 194 7. It turns out that there 
was indeed such an outbuilding. She referred to it as a 

ell house", an unpainted one room shed with nothing 
inside except for a few tools hanging on nails. In any 
case, Frank went inside this shed. His description 
continues:) "I just went right in there and stayed there, 
just standing, for I don 't know how long. And after a 
long time, Mr. Whitmore came back to the door and 
said, 'Come on, it's time to go now.· And I came out, but 
this other guy wasn't there. So I said, 'Where 's the 
other guy? ', but Mr. Whitmore didn't really answer me. 
Anyway, we got into his car and drove back to Roswell. 
I never did see that other fellow again, but I've always 
wondered. If he had to drive there with us, why didn't 
he come back? Who brought him back? ... If I knew, it 
might relieve my mind a great deal about this man 's 
influenceoverme. Wheredidhe go? Andwhywaslso 
willing to go and stand in that room when I had 
presumably gone out there to get a story? That's just 
not something anyone would normally do. But I did it, 
and I can 't tell you why. This guy had some sort of 
influence over me that I had no control over. 

"Now, I'm going to add one other thing to that. I later 
said to Mr. Whitmore on his deathbed- I had gone to 
see him while he was dying of cancer some years 
later- I went to see him at his home and I said, 'Mr. 
Whitmore, you remember that time we went out to that 
ranch and all that stuff about the flying saucer and the 
weather balloon and so on?' And he said, 'Yes.' And I 
said to him, 'Mr. Whitmore, what do you rea fly think that 
was?' And he said, 'I just think that it was something 
that the military wanted to cover up.' And that's all he 
would say. I couldn't get him to say any more about it 
and I never saw him again before he died. 11 

MOORE, .. Old Mac Brazel, the rancher, ever 
mention bodies to you on the phone?" 

JOYCE:"/ can't go Into that. I don't want to say. 11 
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MOORE: "Well , can you tell me anything ~bout 
what he said?" 

JOYCE: "I thin_k I 've said all/ want to say on that. t sort 
of_made my mind up long ago that I would only go so far 
w~th that part of the story. That rancher apparently died 
with wh_at he knew. But I'll tell you this much. Whatever 
that thing was, the rancher saw it all and it didn't 
originate on this planet. What I heard later about the 
Air Force having bodies of little men from space in 
storage was totally consistent with what I heard at the 
time_. You can make of that what you will. Mr. 
Whitmore apparently took most of what he knew with 
him to his grave too ; and whatever our government 
knows, it's keeping to itself. 

"All I have to say will merely bolster what someone else 
has said. I didn 't ~anything. I didn 't ~any flying 
saucer. I didn 't see anything else which I heard about. 
I know nothing except what people said to me and 
where I was. Do you follow me? That 's all I can tell you 
and I hope it will tie in with the work you have already 
done on this story." 

And so ends his story. Frank Joyce 's integrity 
and reliability seem to be beyond question . He 
has been continuously employed at KOB, Al­
buquerque for more than forty years- a job 
obtained for him by Walt Whitmore Sr. when he 
left KGFL in the late 1940s. His approach to the 
telling of his story is hesitant and almost ana­
lytical. Frank 's final statement as he ended his 
interview perhaps sums it up best : 

"Maybe I should have remained silent. I've experi­
enced more than my share of public exposure <Via 
radio and TV> as it is over the years. I don't need any 
more problems to complicate my life. 11 

Frank Joyce's story, as bizarre as it may be , 
represents only the tip of a much larger and 
equally unusual iceberg. Taken alone , it could 
easily be dismissed as fantasy. But when exam­
ined in the context of similar stories told by 
others who were personally involved with the 
UFO crash at Roswell, it becomes extremely 
interesting indeed. 

One of those "others" is former Lt. Col. Sheri­
dan W. Cavitt, the man who accompanied Jesse 
Marcel to the Brazel ranch crash site on July 6-
7, 1947. Jess had mentioned this man to both 
Moore and Friedman as early as 1979, but since 
he had not seen or heard from him in many 
years and was only able to recall that everyone 
who knew him had called him by his nickname 
"Cav" , he could not be located in time to in­
clude anything about him in the Roswell Inci­
.ckn1 book. Indeed, all Jess had been able to 
remember was that "Cav" had originally come 
from somewhere near La Mesa, Texas, and that 
he had had something to do with home con­
struction. On the strength of that, Moore had 
expended considerable time and resources in 
an effort to turn up some lead on the man­
even to the extent of locating a Cavitt family 
estate tn Wheelock, Texas-but to no avail. 



The bre~k came early in 1982 
California UFO researcher Lo When Fremont 
up with a formerly classified goren Gross cam~ 
ment which had been released vernment docu­
ctom of In~ormation Act, and whr~er the _Free­
one Sheridan W. Cavitt as ha . c mentioned 
mander of the Air Force Office ~tg b~en com­
tigations detachment at Kirtland ipe?al Inv s­
in New Mexico in 1949. But was t~r: orce Base 
man? On the hunch that it mi is the sam e 
·wei:t through c~ann~!s" and su~t! be, ~oore 
tainrng the man s military r ecord e~e~ mob­
firmed that he was indeed the . • his con­
and that he had b en posted to Ro~gh~

1 
Person, 

of the Army Air Forces Counte ~e c3:s chief 
corps (CIC) in May of 1947, at w~i·nhell.igence 
held the permane_nt rank of captai~c Wt~~e he 
military record did not provide an • i e the 
Cavi~t 's presei:it whereabouts. it did c_lue as to 
details about his educational backgro givde sFome 

· F • d bl un • rom this . ne man was a e to obtain a dd 
from a college alumni association 1~ a ress 
mid-May, 1982. • was now 

In June of '82, Moo'.e gave a presentation at the 
MUFO International UFO Symposiu • 
Toronto, Canada. During his speec11 hem dm 
h • t k f • • ma e t e mis a e o announcing to the crowd th th 

~nd Friedman ~ad n:ially .. succeeded in 1icat~ 
mg the mys~enou~ Cav Cavitt , and would 
endeavor to interview him .in the near future . 
Although Moore gave no indication whatso­
ever abo~t Cavitt' s whereabouts, the fact that 
he ment10ned the matter at all in a public 
forum may have been a serious error in judge­
ment. as we shall see. 

In September, 1982 Moore visited the home of 
Lt. Col Cavitt and interviewed him about the 
Roswell crash. Mr. and Mrs. Cavitt were both 
friendly and cordial; but when it came down to 
business, Col. Cavitt proved extremely reluc­
tant to discuss or even comment upon the 
matter. After first claiming that he had no 
memory of the incident at all and that he had 
never heard of a Jesse Marcel. Cavitt finally 
admitted that he did indeed have "some recol­
lection" ofhis involvement in the affair and that 
he and Jesse had not only been close friends at 
Roswell but had "probably played consider­
able golf together ." 

This admission notwithstanding, Cavitt per­
sisted in his refusal to comment further. claim­
ing that he was "probably" still bound by his 
security oath and that the matter was "proba­
bly still classified ... or at least it certainly was at 
the time ." He allowed that he had spent a total 
of22 years in the military, of which 17 involved 
high level intelligence work . Clearly he knew 
how to keep a secret. 

It was only after considerable discussion, most 
of which involved going around in circles, that, 
much to Moore's surprise, Cavitt got up, went 
over to a nearby bookshelf, and produc_ed a 
copy of The Roswell Incident which he said he 

~~1 f~ad "with considerable interest." He then 
hi . e book down in front of Moore. looked 
n m m the eye, and said, "Mr. Moore, I have 
a 0thing _to add to your book except that I do not 
tif( :with Jesse's description of the activities 
ya dnight. I do not believe in flying saucers. 

ou O believe me, don 't you?" 

~oore began to r eply that there was no particu-
a'. r eason not to , when Cavitt cut him off in 

mid-~en.tence . "Well perhaps you shou ldn't," 
he said . Don 't believe everything I say I" Where­
upon he got up and left the room to obtain a 
i~esh pack of cigarettes leaving Moore to sit 

ere with his mouth open. 

During his brief absence, Mrs. Cavitt. who had 
been seated on the opposite side of the coffee 
table during almost the entire conversation, 
lean,ed over the table and quietly confided, "He 
won t tell you anything. They've told him not to , 
and he won 't. That 's why they chose him for 
many of the assignments he h ad ... because he 
knows how to keep quiet. And I can't help you 
either because he doesn't tell me anything." 
Whereupon Col. Cavitt came back into the room 
and she shut up and resumed her posture as if 
nothing had been said . 

Only two other things of value were to develop 
from the visit . The first was Cavitt's admission, 
after considerable prodding, that he had "proba­
bly" taken charge of things while Jess Marcel 
was in Ft . Worth . "If there was ever a final 
report {on this matter) then I suppose I was the 
one who wrote it," he said, strongly emphasiz­
ing the "if" . When Moore countered with the 
question that if there had been such a report 
written, where would it have been sent from 
Roswell, Col. Cavitt replied , "Headquarters in 
D.C., most likely ... but remember, I never said 
that there ever was any such report , did I?" At 
which point he changed the subject by asking 
Moore to autograph his copy of The Roswell 
Incident. 

The second useful thing to come from the meet­
ing was an address, provided on a small slip of 
paper by Mrs. Cavitt just as Moore was about to 
leave. At one point during the visit, she had 
asked her husband quietly about the advisabil­
ity of "providing Mr. Moore with a possible 
lead". but he had dismissed the idea with little 
comment. When she brought the matter up 
again just before the end of the meeting, Col. 
Cavitt reluctantly consented to her giving up 
the information. Moore left with the impres­
sion that the man had a very great sense of 
loyalty to his country and an extremely subtle 
sense of humor. It was easy to see why Jess 
Marcel had spoken so highly ofhim. 

On the scrap of paper was a name and an 
address. The name was Louis B. "Bill• Rickett. 
It didn't take lon~ to discover that Mr. Rickett 
had been Cavitt s right-hand man while at 
Roswell. Moore personally visited with Mr. 
Rickett in June, 1983, and Friedman conducted 
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a follow-up interview in February, 1984. Both 
were impressed by Rickett's excellent memory 
and his sincerity. 

On July 7, 1947, the day that Marcel and Cavitt 
returned from the Brazel ranch site, Bill Rick­
ett was in Tucumcari, New Mexico, working on 
another case . He returned to Roswell at about 
11 :00 the next morning and was informed by 
Cavitt as to what had occurred. Cavitt, Rickett, 
and one other individual whose name Rickett 
was unable to recall, then returned to the Brazel 
ranch site to further insp ct the area and to 
collect Mac Brazel and enlist his cooperation in 
recovering more of the wreckage . The four of 
them, with Brazel driving his own pick-up truck, 
then returned to town where they soon discov­
ered that Walt rHaut's press release had made 
headlines and "all hell had broken loose." 
Brazel, who according to his son Bill had proba­
bly intended to spend the night at the home of a 
friend, Creighton Richards, on the understand­
ing that he would meet Cavitt at the base the 
ne ·t morning, was quickly rounded up in order 
to be made "available" for a press interview 
designed to cool off the story. 

The sequence of events here is extremely inter­
esting, especially in light of the fact that it is 
consistent with what both Frank Joyce and 
Walt Whitmore Jr. have already said. It seems 
that when Mac Brazel came to town on the 
morning of July 6th to report that something 
unusual had crashed on his ranch, the first 
place he went was to the office of Chaves County 
sheriff George Wilcox. Wilcox, thinking that 
the object might have been some sort of mili­
tary device, immediately called the Roswell 
Air Base and was put through to Jess Marcel 
who, at the time (about 11 :30 AM), was in the 
middle of lunch. Marcel indicated that he 
would check to see if there were any reports of 
anything having crashed, and would come over 
to the sheriffs office to interview Brazel just as 
soon as he had finished eating- a process that 
would take at least half-an-hour since the air 
base was located some distance south of the 
town of Roswell itself. After having talked to 
Marcel, Sheriff Wilcox informed Brazel that he 
should wait until Major Marcel arrived. 

At some point in between Wilcox' conversation 
with Marcel and Marcel's arrival at the sheriffs 
office, either Frank Joyce called Wilcox or vice 
versa on an entirely different matter, most 
probably having to do with providing Joyce 
with whatever newsworthy items there might 
have been on the police blotter for the previous 
twelve hours. It was during the course of that 
conversation that Wilcox mentioned Brazel's 
presence in the office, and suggested that Frank, 
as a newsman, might be interested in talking to 
him since he seemed to have an interesting 
story to tell. This is when Brazel told Frank 
Joyce his fir.£1story. Joyce didn't know what to 
make of Brazel's story, and did nothing with it 
until two days later when he received Haut's 
press release. Indeed, it may have been Frank's 
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prior knowledge of the affair that led him to 
advise Haut not to put out that release . 

In any case, when Brazel came back to town 
with Cavitt and Rickett in the late afternoon of 
July 8th, he had followed them in his own truck 
and had apparently intended to stay overnight 
at the home of his friend ,Creighton Richards, 
with the understanding that he would meet 
Cavitt at the base the next morning. At that 
point, none of them knew anything about Haut's 
press release and the commotion it had caused. 
Somehow, in the process of going to Mr. 
Richards' place, Brazel was intercepted by Walt 
Whitmore Sr., who convinced him to go to his 
home first for the purpose ofrecordingBrazel's 
story on Whitmore 's wire recorder (a prede­
cessor to the tape recorder) for later use on his 
radio station . While Brazel was there, Cavitt 
had returned to the air base where he quickly 
learned of Haut's press release and the subse­
quent instructions from both Ramey and the 
pentagon to kill the story at all costs . At that 
point, the order went out to have Brazel picked 
up before he could add any additional prob­
lems to an already complicated situation. 

When it was discovered that he was at Whit­
more's place recording his story , Whitmore Sr. 
was brought in as well. Suddenly it became 
necessary to enlist the cooperation of both men 
in the cover-up that was to follow. Once "the 
fix" was in and a cover story had been appropri­
ately concocted, Brazel, Whitmore Sr., Cavitt, 
and possibly one other of Cavitt' s men, went 
over to the offices of the Roswell Daily Record, 
where Brazel recounted the story Cavitt had 
rehearsed with him to a reporter. It was front 
page news the next day, along with Gen. Ra­
mey's weather balloon explanation. The only 
other person remaining to be dealt with, aside 
from sheriffWilcox who readily agreed to assist 
(remember his "I'm working with the boys at 
the base" statement to the Albuquerque J..oJJ..I::. 
na.llwas Frank Joyce- hence Brazel's second 
story to Joyce sometime the next day. Mean­
while , Cavitt had made arrangements for Brazel 
to "stay" at the base for several days while the 
crash site was being cleared of wreckage and 
until the story had blown over in the press. It 
was during this time, probably on July 9th after 
having visited Frank Joyce, that Brazel gave 
one additional interview Cusingthe same cover 
story) for an El Paso radio station. This conven­
iently continued the cover-up, made Brazel 
feel useful, and got him out of town all at the 
same time. 

Additional information obtained from inter­
views with Mr. Rickett sheds considerable light 
on the military's role in the events that fol­
lpwed. According to Rickett, a planeload of 
"important brass came down from Kirtland 
under hush-hush conditions to deal with this 
thing. Some additional pieces of wreckage 
were loaded onto this aircraft, and the next day 
it headed out. When I inquired as to where it 
was going, I was told only that it was 'headed 



east '; there was no indication as t o whe " r e. 

Ricket t' s memory of a second ai 
cently confirmed dur in • 
Moore and for m er 
tions officer Lt. Ro 
1989 . Shi 1 
for"wra r 
aboard ir 
or perh 
had go . th. • 

iI uin . itl i ' ry, h r m m­
b re~ that it was at about this sam e time that 
Dr. Lincoln LaPaz arriv d from Albuquerqu . 

wa una~le tor call wheth r LaPaz was on 
th plan with the brass or arriv d separately 
b.ut 111 an ev nt it was Rickett who was as~ 

1 n d to accompanyLaPaz to th era h 1 e. 

"It a LaPaz' job to tr to find out what the 
peed and trajectory of thi thing was. LaPaz 

v a a wo_rld renowned expert on trajectories of 
ob1ect m the sky, especially meteors, and I 

I "The Air Force explanation that it 
j was a balloon was totally untrue. It 
I was not a balloon . I did not know for 

su re exactly what its purpose was." 

as told to give him all the help I cou ld . I was to 
suppl transportation, money, equipment­
whateverwas needed. 

"At one point, LaPaz interviewed the farmer 
(i.e. Brazel). I remember something coming up 
during their conversation about this fellow 
thinking that some of his animals had acted 
strangely after this thing happened. Dr. LaPaz 
seemed very interested in this for some rea­
son. 

"LaPaz wanted to fly over the (crash) area. and 
this was arranged . He found one other spot 
where he felt this thing had touched down and 
then taken off again. The sand at this spot had 
been turned into a glass-like substance, appar­
ently from having been exposed to a great deal 
of heat. We collected a box-full of samples of 
this material. As I r ecall. there were some 
metal samples here too, of that same sort of 
thin foil stuff. LaPaz sent this box off some­
where for study. I don't know or recall where. 
but I never saw it again. This place (site) was 
some miles from the other one. 

~LaPaz was very good at talking to people, 
specially some of the local ranch hands who 

did 't speak m uch English. LaPaz spoke span­
ish I remember he found a couple of people 
who ad s n two ... J don't know what to call 
hem 'U tJ •. l uppose ... , anyway, they had 
Jen two 0f th . things fly over very slowly at a 

low altitude on a date . in the evening, that he 
had determined had been a day or so after t~e 
oth r on h ad blown up. These people said 
om ething about animals being affected too .. .. 

"B for h w nt back to Albuquerque , he told 
m he wa! rtain that this thing had gotten 
Into troubl : that it had touched down for re ­
pairs, tak n off a ain, and th en exploded. He 
also felt rtain th er e were more than one of 
th es d vi , nd th t h oth r had b en 
looking for it- at I ast that 's what he said . He 
was positive the thing had malfunctioned . H e 
also told me he was oing to 'take a conserva­
tive approach' in his report and leave the con ­
cl usions to others ... . 

"The A ir Force explanation that it was a balloon 
was totally untrue. It was not a balloon . I never 
did know for sure exactly what its purpose was. 
but it wasn't ours. I remember speculating with 
LaPaz that it might have been some higher 
civilization checking in on us. LaPaz wasn' t 
against fhe i dea, but said he was going to leave 
speculations out of his report. 

"I also r ecall that when Jesse came back (from 
t. Worth) . he came in and asked Cavitt for a 

look at his report . Cav told him he wasn 't 
cleared to see it and couldn 't look at it. Jess got 
upset at this an reminded Cavitt that he out­
ranked him. Cav told him that his orders wer e 
f om Washington and thatJess could take it up 
with the Pentagon. Marcel. who was a very 
diplomatic sort, dropped the matter and, as far 
as I know. never brought it up again. We wer e 
all friends. and Jess wasn 't the sort who would 
let business get in the way of things. I don't 
think Jess ever did know the whole story of that 
thing. For that matter, I never did either .... " 

In support of Dr. LaPaz' alleged involvement 
with the Roswell crash is a paragraph which 
appears in a formerly SECRET 1947 Air Force 
report uncovered by researcher Loren Gross of 
Fr emont. California in 1983. According to the 
text of this document: 

"On October 30th (1947) a Lt. Young of the New 
Mexico Wing of the Civil Air Patrol relayed an alarm 
over the CAP communications network to Kirtland AFB 
,Albuquerque, about an: ' ... airplane falling in flames.· 
... Major Chaires L. Phillips. AF, CAP lia ison officer at 
Kirtland, and Captain John Featherstone and LV Allen 
Bolles, CAP communications officers, cooperated in 
analyzing the flaming object as something other than 
an aircraft so they contacted Dr LaPaz at the New 
Mexico Meteoric Institute according to a prearranged 
plan . " 

While the purpose and date of the ·prearranged 
plan" remain unknown. its very existence sug­
gests a possible inception at Roswell less than 
four months earlier. 

Dr. Lincoln LaPaz was Director of the Instl ute 
of Meteorics and Head of th D pAnm1:1,nt of 
Mathematics nd Astronomy 



. Albuquer:que. Prior to that , he 
of New Mexico, h Mathematician at the ew 
bad been Re~earGrounds under an Office of 
Mexic<;> _Proving an Development cont r act 
Scientific Re::ar~d Director of the Operations 
during 1943- . • a Q 2n • or , om 1944 
/(. alysi Tection~rw~rld War II . Following t,he 
through_t 18 n . as a rofessor at UNM, he 
war, wl~ e s rvJ1g association with Dr. f;I .S. 
,mai~t~m.gdwb was E • cotive Director of the 
Lan s _eI 0 s_i and Geography fo r 
Comi{111~arc~n and Bevelopment_ Board _head­
th t . ct in th p ntagon . Int is capacity he 
~ufJ 8

8
~ P er t cur:i y clearance_ ssue?, by 

i • ateriel Command at Wnght FLe_ld 
(lat r r-ight Patt r on A B) m ay o , Oh10 . 
v\ r i ht fieJ d, of our e, i know to ave been 

e final d t ination for at least some of the 
oswell wreckage.) Dr. LaPaz died in Octobe , 

1 5,at heag_eo f 88. 

oor attempted to arrange an i1~terview wi~h 
D . LaPaz on two iff eren occas10ns, onoe m 

981 and again in 1983. On both, the equest 
wa denie by aPaz' daughter who acknowl­
edged that er father was very interested in 
and knew a great deaLabout UFO , but was not 

hy ically or m entally ~ell enough to be_in~er­
vi e, •ed on tbe subject. llof my fathers iles 
on tha ub jec are still in the custody of the Air 
For:ce she said , Mtand) l ave no idea w ere in 
the system they might be . My father Il.fil'..fil: 
discussed the nature of his classified wor 
, ith the family." 

On a.final visit.to the LaPaz home in Julyof 1986, 
Ms. a az informed M oore t at s e ad been 
through all of her father's personal a ers 
since his death and had found nothing perti­
nent. M eanwhile, variousEreedom oflnforma­
tion Ac requests to the Air Force an other 
government agencies for information on Dr. 
L az have yielded nothing either. As of this 
writing, he search continues. 

Considering what we now know about the 
Roswell UFO crash, it seems reasonable to 
assume that the official July 8th press release, 
as authorized by Col. Blanchard and written by 
Walter H aut, was a serious error in judgement 
which was to cause considerable problems once 
Morders from on-high " were issued to get con­
trol of the story and put a lid on i t. A t t his point 
the task became one of k eeping any additional 
information from reaching the public wh ile at 
the same time organizing a damage control 
operation designed to squelch what had al­
ready gotten out. This was done through the 
use of disinformation and intimidation tech­
niques. the effectiveness of wh ich has already 
been documented with r espect to Mac Brazel 
an~ Walt Whitmore Sr., whose Mcooperation" 
ultimately resulted in M ac Brazel t elling a care ­
fully concocted second story to the press. This, 
in CC?,mpany with Gen. Ram ey's uweather bal­
loon canard Issued from Eighth Air Force Head­
q u~rters in Ft. Worth , provided a combination 
which was extremely successful in convincing 
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the press that the enti re aff . 
m or e than an embarrassin a~r was nothin 
got ten. Even so , there wer~ ~ 1stake best for~ 
that had to be dealt with befor tihr loose ends 
be considered completely unct e e story could 

er control. 
One thing that seems import 
m ind before going any further ~nt to keep in 
Gen . Ramey's "weather balloon •1\ t~e fact that 
issued from his offi ce in Ft Worth a ement was 
were different news med.ia and d~nere there 
porters. none of whom had any wa f{eD.1 re ­
anything beyond what Ramey tollt~ nowing 
eel and his people had been ordered em. Mar­
to the press, weather officer Irving N noi to talk 
been brought in and duti full id ew _on had 
w~ather device, and just in case fhe sf;tif~~d ~ 
stick the FBI was waiting in the win s ry idn t 
Fortunate ly for the forces of silenceg it07 htd. 
even though Ram ey's extreme ne·rvi uc -
a~out _the .. situation was obvious. "Theu1~nss 
flmg disc. he announce~ to press and public f~ 
a statem ent broadcast live over a local ract · 
station in Ft . Worth , was really nothing m 10 

~han th~ r em ains of a downed weather ballo~~e 
There is no sue~ gadget known to the Arm • 

at least not at this level,· he said. MThis wh6ie 
affair has been most unfortunate, but in light of 
the excit~me~t sti~r~d up lately about these so­
called fl ymg discs, it is not sur prising. Now let's 
all go home and call it an evening.· 

In essence, Roswell was a small town in 1947 
and New Mexico was a very out-of-the-way 
place . The only news outlets serving the area at 
that time were two r adio stations and two news­
papers. Each of these had to be considered and 
dealt with by anyone attempting to effectively 
kill a news story. Had the crash occurred 
today, the process would be considerably more 
d ifficult if not downright impossible; but in 1947, 
t hings weren 't qu i te so complicated. Killing a 
story was certainly possible if you could get on 
top of it fast enough. The trick was only to catch 
hold of all the loose ends before the wind could 
blow them far enough away so as to place them 
beyond grasp. Undoubtedly there were head­
aches in high places until the word finally came 
that everything had been nailed down without 
significant damage. For a while. it must have 
been touch-and-go! 

The stories of Frank Joyce and Walt Whitmore 
Jr. explain very clearly how radio stati<;>n KG_FL 
was dealt with. KGFL's only connection with 
the outside world was via Western Union tele­
graph wire . We have already examined ho~ 
Frank put the story on that wire and how ~is 
copy of the original Roswell press release dis­
appeared from his desk. Later, ¼'.hen he 
checked Western Union's central files m San~a 
Fe. he found that their ~opy was gone too. But :f­
any case, it was Joyce s story that made hea 
lines around the world until it was finallycoflir 
by Ramey's phoney balloon story O';It O s 
Worth and the Brazel-Whitmore-Cavitt _pre1t 
interview at Roswell later that sameevenmcftng 
is also important to remember that. accor 



to Whitm or e Jr., K GFL's ini t ial cove rag of the 
story was ~aken off the air fo llowing phone call s 
to the_stat1on from both F.C .C . headqu r t rs in 
Washington and the office of u S S t 
Chaves. • • na or 

In add~ti~n someoi:e, yossib ly Whitmore Sr. 
after_ his cooperation had be n enlist d or 
possibly Cavitt _himself or one of h is men. had 
plac d th k y mformation from M ac Brazel's 
second st_ory on the Western Union wire to be 
sent ou_t 1!1 follow-up to Frank Joyce's initial 
tr~nsm1ss10~ . _Curiously enough, a record of 
tll.i.s. tra_nsm1ss1on r emained in the file and a 
copy of it was subsequently recovered by Frank 
who care ful_ly P:eserved it for nearly forty years 
beforemakmg1tava1labletoBi llMoor in 1985 . 
It reads as follows : 

"EDITORS: PLEASE SUBSTITUTE FOR 5TH PARA­
GRAPH AND REMAINDER OF FARES* 

"HOWEVER, OFFICIALS AT THE ROSWELL ARMY 
AIR BASE WERE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY BY THE 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE. MAJOR JESSE A. MARCEL­
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER AT THE ROSWELL 
BASE-AND AN ENLISTED MAN THEN CHECKED 
WITH THE SHERIFF. 

"SHERIFF WILCOX QUOTED BRIZELL (Sic.) AS 
SAYING THAT 'IT MORE OR LESS SEEMED LIKE 
TINFOIL.' WILCOX SAID THAT BRIZELL RELATED 
THAT THE DISC WAS BROKEN SOMEWHAT-AP­
PARENTLY FROM THE FALL. THE SHERIFF SAID 
THAT BRIZELL DESCRIBED THE OBJECT ABOUT 
AS LARGE AS A SAFE IN THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE. 
HE ADDED THAT THE SAFE WAS ABOUT THREE 
AND ONE-HALF BY FOUR FEET. 

" BRIZELL DID NOT BRING THE OBJECT TO THE 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, BUT MERELY DROVE THE 75 
MILES FROM THE RANCH TO ROSWELL TO RE­
PORT HIS FINDING. SHERIFF WILCOX SAID THAT 
MAJOR MARCEL LEFT SHORTLY AFTER RECEIV­
ING THE REPORT FOR THE AREA WHERE THE 
DISC WAS FOUND. 

" MEANWHILE, A REPORT FROM CARRIZOZO, 
NEW MEXICO, SAID THAT A DISC WAS FOUND 35 
MILES SOUTHEAST OF CORONA. THE REPORT­
WHICH WAS NOT SU BSTANTIATED- MERELY 
SAID THATITWAS 'A RU BBER SUBSTANCE AND 
TINFOIL ENCASED.' HOWEVER, IT WAS PRE­
SUMEDTO BE THESAME AS THE ONE REPORTED 
TO ROSWELL. 

" REPORTS FROM THE ROSWELL BASE SAID 
THAT MAJOR MARCEL WAS AT EIGHTH ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS IN FORT WORTH, TEXAS, BUT 
TH AT 'HE MIGHT BE ON HIS WAY BACK TO 
ROSWELL BY PLANE NOW.' HOWEVER, OFFI­
CIALS AT THE ROSWELL BASE SAY THEY KNOW 
NOTHING ABOUT THE DISC OR ITS DESCRIP­
TION OR WHERE THE 'HIGHER HEADQUARTERS' 
WHERE IT WAS REPORTEDLY TAKEN ARE LO­
CATED. 

V342P7/8 .. 
MORE DISC (ROSWELL) 

"SHERIFF'S OFFICERS IN ROSWELL SAID THAT 
BRIZELL TOLD THEM HE SAW IT LYING ON THE 
RANCH AND THAT HE PICKED IT UP AND IN­
TENDED TO KEEP IT. THEY SAID THAT HE DID 
NOT GIVE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
OBJECT, OTH ER THAN TO SAY IT APPEARED 
SOMEWHAT LIKE TINFOIL AND WAS LARGE­
ABOUTTHE SIZE OF THE SAFE IN THE SHERIFF'S 
OFFICE. 

"SHERIFF'S OFFICERS SAID THAT BRIZELL TOLD 
THEM HE PLANNED TO KEEP THE OBJECT, BUT 
THEN HEARD REPORTS OF FL YING DISCS AND 
DECIDED TO DRIVE IN TO ROSWELL AND RE­
PORT HIS FINDING TO THE SHERIFF'S OFFICE." 

( * ) NOTE: "FRREB" was the transm ission loca­
tor code r or Fr ank Joyce ·s i n itial story as carried 
earlier that day on the sam e wir e. 

This version of the crash story is virtually i den­
tical with the one provided to the Roswell~ 
.QI.Q._by M ac Braze l (with Whitmore Sr. and 
Cavitt) that sam e even ing. The Recor d pub­
lished it the next day as a front page item 
("Harrassed Rancher Who Located 'Saucer' 
Sorry He Told About It" ) and vers ions of it were 
carried by a number of other newspapers as 
well (see, for example , the July 9t h edition <?f 
the Carlsbad, NM. C urrent-Argus) . An exami­
nation of the press account prov~des two ad~i­
tional details of significance which are not 1_n 
the wire story reproduced above. The first 1s 
that M ac Brazel is cred ited with having found 
the wreckage on Jun e 14th r ather than the 
correct date of July 3d. (Th is, of course, sup­
ports Frank Joyce 's July, 1982 statement to Bill 
M oore that "they had even tried to change the 
dates ... • in Mac Brazel ·s second story.) The 
second is Brazel's statement at the end of h i s 
press interview to the effect that, in spi te of 
what he had just said, it was still no weather 
balloon. He was familiar with weather balloons 
from past experiences, he said, and "I am sure 
what I found was no weather observation bal­
loon ... . But if I find anything else besides a 
bomb, they are going to have a hard time get­
t ing me to say anything about it." Obviously 
"patriotic duty" had not completely overcome 
Mac's strong independent spirit. 

As for the Daily Record, the Brazel interview 
combined with Gen. Ramey's "weather bal­
loon" press release from Ft. Worth seem to have 
been more than sufficient to dampen their in­
terest in the story. Their parting shot was rele­
gated to a complaint voiced on the July 9th 
editorial page to the effect that "The Army isn't 
telling its secrets yet, from all appearances 
when this was written. Maybe it's a fluke, and 
maybe it i sn 't . Anyone's guess is pretty good at 
the moment. Maybe the thing is still a hoax, as 
has been the belief of most folks from the start. 
But SOMETHING has been found. ■ (Emphasis 
thetrs.J 

The fact that Mac Brazel was picked up by the 
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h 'ti and coop r at d fully with 
milit ai!e~r~tt t d to by no l ss th an lght 
them has 1 all of whom w r In position 
different ~eo~ it. fi rst hand . Th ese includ Bill 
t~~n~\vrfe o~ra.z l. Pau l Br az l. Bess! (Braze ll 
a 1 . ber Walt Whi tmore Jr .. Bi ll R1 I< tt nd c1ne . • 
FrankJoyc . Ucrediblepeopl • 

Mo ing along to the other m di~ out.I ts In 
town at the time. t.he old Ros, 11 Dispatch was 
ne er re all , in t.he picture at all as far s th 
cover-up was concern d . a morn ing pap r . 
itsJulv~thedition , asalr adyon thes tr tsby 
the tirne of Haut' press . rel ea~ . Although 
editor Ari McQuiddy confirmed m a July. 1979 
interview with Moore that h had b e!1 -
tremelv inter sted in the story and that from 
about 2:00 to 7:00 Con Jul 8th) t he phon r ang 
off the hook so that it was almost impossibl e to 
get a paper out . he said that as far as his paper 
, ·as concerned the tory was ad ad issue by 
the ne -t day. ·1 as e tremely pissed that the 
radio tation had gotten the sto r y first and 
broke it on the air.· he said . "But in my own 
mind. I am convinced that whatever it was they 
found was unique enough to cause consider­
able int.ere t in the Air Force. I remember 
Walter Haut telling me that whatever pieces of 
space vehicle they had fou nd had been put on a 
plane to Ft . Worth . From ther e, it disappeared 
into the maw of the military . They weren't too 
happy with Walter about that press release , but 
I don 't think they m uzzled him too much." 
McQuiddy, after living in the Midwest for a 
time. has recently moved back to Roswell where 
he 1s enjoying his retir em ent. 

Apparently the biggest headache for the forces 
of silence and cover -up was created by radio 
station KSWS. whose personnel nearly suc­
ceeded in breaking t he story. KSWS' outlet to 
the world was via te lephone to their parent 
station KOA T in A lbuquerque. which h ad a 
direct ABC press tele type connection to Los 
Angeles . The story of how they were ultim ately 
silenced is fascinating. It centers around three 
people: Lydia Sleppy (d .'84?). who had been 
off1Ge manager and teletype operator for radio 
stc1.tion KOA Tin Albuquerque ; Merle Tucker. 
who owned both KOA T and KSWS as part of his 
Rio Grande Broadcasting Corporation ; and 
J0r1nny McBoyle. who was news reporter and 
part owner of t he Roswell affiliate. It is impor­
tant to nute h<:re that Chapter 2 of the original 
f:1.rJ'tWt"ll lncjden t book containsahighly drama­
t1L.ta and &umewhat inaccurate version of th is 
6tory wtiich wa,; ba1>ed upon research done by 
M00rt c1nd f riedman. but actually written by 
Chc1rlt& 8<::rli tz . The ven, ion which appears 
htre 1& bott1 more complete and more accurate 
than that in tht form<:: r book , and should there­
fore be regardtd a& the final authority on the 
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m tt r . Lydl SI PPY was interviewed . 
m anlnJ nu ryoft979, andbyMoor byFned­
of '79 nd April of '82. Stan talked~ in M arch 
M cf3oyl In J nu ary f '79 ; and Bills o ~ohnny 
M erl Tu el< r In M r ch. of ,79 , May gf. e With 

gain In F bru ary of '85. ' 82 , and 

A cording toMr . 1 ppy,she wassittlngath 
d sl< a t KOAT at about 4:00 In the aftern er 
wh n the phon r ang. Although the d toon 
given in The Roswel) Incident book asJu~ ~t~s 
thi s was arriv d at strictly through extr/ 1 ' 
tion . All Lydia could r em ember was that !Pt O a-

' . • th wac, so m eL1m e m e summer of 1947, during a time 
when h r boss. M erle Tucker. was out of to 
on bus in ss which had something to do with t~n 
s curing of a broad cast license for a new sta~ 
tion in his Rio Grande network . Consequently 
the date here could have been July 7th, but wa~ 
more likely July 8th only hours after the Haut/ 
Joyce press rel ease and just before the time 
that Mac Brazel was picked up my military 
authorities at the home of Whitmore Sr. In any 
event, the voice on the other end of the line was 
that of Johnny McBoyle. and it was not a par­
ticularly good connection : 

"I was not sure where he was calling from. I didn 't ask 
but there was a lot of noise on the line and Johnny wa; 
excited. 'Lydia,· he said, 'there 's been one of those 
flying saucer th ings crash down here north of Roswell. · 
I think the first thing I asked him was if he had been 
drinking. He said no, he hadn't; and he thought maybe 
we should put the story on the wire. He said he had 
seen it. He had been in a restaurant when a man came 
in and said he had the thing (stored) in a cattle shelter. 
He (Johnny) had gone out and seen it, and as soon as 
he got to a phone he called in because he knew we had 
a wire. It was pretty well mashed up. I think the term he 
probably dictated to me was that he said it looked like a 
big crumpled dishpan. ... 

"Anyway, I had one of those chairs with wheels on it 
and I rolled it over to the teletype and sat there with the 
phone on my shoulder and began to type what he was 
dictating. I don 't know how much I got in, but it wasn 't 
much because the wire cut off just after I had gotten 
started. Now it wasn 't unusual for the system to go off 
for a while because there was a lot of military traffic out 
of New Mexico at that time and they would jam up the 
wires, but this was the first time I was ever cut off in mid­
transmission. I recall being annoyed about it and I said 
something to Johnny who seemed upset too. There 
was a lot of noise on the phone line, and I thought he 
might have been talking to someone else at his end but 
I can 't say for sure. It was a long time ago. 

"What I can say for certain is that the next thing that 
happened was the teletype began to type back at~­
Now It had never done that before and frankly I didn't 
even know It could do that- not In the middle of a 
transmission anyway. So I looked to see what it was 



doing and then I really got a jo lt because it was telling 
me not to send that story out! ... I can ·t recall the exact 
words. It was s?m_ething like : 'Attention Albuquerque. 
Cea_se Transm,~s,on. Repeat. Cease Transmission . 
National ~ecunty l_t~m. Stand By. · That may not be 
exactly nght, ~u~ ,ts close. I know it repeated the 
'cease transm,ss,on 'part twice. 

"So I sai~ to Johnny, 'What do I do now?' And then I go t 
~nother;olt because h~ said 'Nothing; just forget about 
,t. You never heard ,t. Look,· he said, ·you 're not 
supposed to know. Don't talk about it to anyone.· And 
the line went dead. He had hung up. 

"Well, I didn 't do anything; but when Mr. Tucker came 

He(Johnny) had gone out and seen 
it, .... and it was pretty well mashed 
up. I think he probably dictated to 
me that he said it looked like a big 
crumpled dishpan. 

back in, which was maybe the next day, I told him about 
it and he was very concerned because he thought 
maybe the station would lose its license over such a 
thing. I tried talking to Johnny McBoyle when he was in 
our office later, but all he would say was that a plane 
had taken the wreckage from Roswell and flown it 
somewhere, and that there were armed guards around 
the plane before it took off. Later, he wouldn 't talk at all, 
except to say that it was a military matter. 'Don 't ask, 
you 're not supposed to know, • he told me. 

Merle Tucker's memory of the affair was virtu­
ally the same as Lydia's, even though t he two 
hadn 't been in touch with one-another for many 
years. According to Tucker, he had indeed 
been out of town at the time of the teletype 
incident. and he was both surprised and angry 
when he found out abou t it upon his return . 

"I was very angry that it had gotten out, and I remember 
saying to my staff that radio stations can lose their 
licenses over things like this. My first thought was to try 
to protect the reputation of my station by finding some­
one who could say something about it first hand, but I 
wasn 't able to do so." 

Tucker said that when he tried to discuss the 
matter with Johnny McBoyle. h e l earned only 
that McBoyle had actually succeeded in get­
ting to the crash site before phoning Sleppy, 
but "the Army picked h im up and told him to 
forget it." Whether M cBoyle attempted to break 
security by phoning Albuquerque and got 
caught at it, or whether h e got picked upimme-

diately afterwards remains uncertain. WhE:n 
Friedman attempted to interview him about it. 
McBoyle refused to discuss it. 

Jud Roberts. who was manager of KSWS in 
Roswell at the time. seemed unaware of 
McBoyle's involvement in the affair when inter­
viewed by M oore int 981 . Roberts recalled only 
that he had sent a reporter out to try to learn 
more about the crash, but when the man came 
back later, all he wou ld say was that he had 
been turned back by a military roadblock . This 
man was probably Johnny McBoyle. but it could 
also have been George Walsh, who was another 
of KSWS' employees during the summer of 
1947. Walsh , however, is the less likely candi­
date since. according to both Lydia Sleppy and 
Merle Tucker. it was Walsh who telephoned the 
Albuquerque Associated Press (A.P .> Bureau 
and got them involved with the story. This 
resulted in the A .P . rushing two of their men. 
Jason Kellahin and RA. Adair, to Roswell with 
special equ ipment designed to enable them to 
transmit wire photos back to Albuquerque via 
telephone, from whence they could be relayed 
to the res t of the world . U n fortunately the two 
m en ar rived at the office of th e Daily Reeord on 
the evening of July 8th , just in tim e to witness 
Mac Brazel te ll the last part of h is second story 
to re porter s. Somew hat disappointed that the 
whole affai r had apparently blown over. they 
set up their equipment anyhow and transm it­
ted the first wire photo ever sent out ofRoswell­
a picture of Mac Brazel himself. It was one of 
only a few photos ever taken of the man, and is 
reproduced in the Roswell Incident book. The 
picture took seven minutes to transmit. Today 
the same task is routinely accomplished in a 
m atter of seconds. 

Kellahin and Adair, although they didn't know 
it , were the final links in the cover-up. It was 
their account of Brazers second story which. 
when transmitted to the world along with 
Brazers picture on the A .P. hook-up they had 
so hastily installed in Roswell, served to give 
the military's cover story wide enough play to 
assure that it would run in virtually every ma­
jor newspaper in the country. With the author­
ity and credibility of the A .P. behind it, there 
was no reason to expect that it wouldn't be 
believed. Gen. Ramey's statement from Ft. 
Worth. which hit the wires at about the same 
time, was just icing on the cake. 

Once the fix was in. it stayed. Today, going on 45 
years later, the whole truth has yet to be told. 
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EDITORIAL: 

NEVADA NONSENSE 
All that high strangeness stuff out of Nevada 
has gotten a Iittl stranger . R m emb r Bob 
Lazar- the guy who r cently cl~imed to have 
had access to th gov rnm nt_ s seer ~-most 
secrets about ali n-r lat d go111gs-on m the 
middle of th vada T st Sit ? Se m s he 
recently pied guilt in Las Vegas .to a ple~­
bargained felon count of pande~mg <_thats 
legale e for "pimping") in connection with an 
illegal cat house (that's slang for ubrothel ~) 
, hich h and on Toni Bulloch . a known prosti ­
tute (that's formal for uwhore ") who was his 
alleged partner (no pun intended), were oper­
ating out of two apartments on Tamarus Street 
in that famed city of (red?) neon lights. The 
charge carries a possible sentence of one to six 
ears and a maximum fine of$5,000. 

According to police. the two apartments used 
for the operation were connected by a passage­
way which had been cut through the wall of the 
building. Clients would allegedly enter through 
one apartment and exit via the other. In addi­
tion. the Lazar-Bulloch operation is said to 
have employed sophisticated surveillance 
cameras and hidden microphones to videotape 
customers uat p lay", and to have maintained 
lists of clients' license plate numbers- both 
practices which some have suggested are typi­
cal of certain blackmail operations. 

If Lazar ever had a security clearance at Los 
Alamos. as has been alleged, then it must have 
been a strange one indeed, for according to a 
police statement to the Las Vegas Review l.m!J::.: 
n.al. Lazar had known connections to prostitu­
tion in New Mexico as well through something 
known as the Honeysuckle Ranch Lotion & 
Massage Parlor. Authorities characterized the 
operation as nothing more than a front for 
prostitution in the Los Alamos area. (Lazar, 
however, claims the "ranch" in New Mexico 
was nothing more than an out-of-state check­
ing account for a legal Nevada brothel.) If so, 
the checking account was reportedly "busted " 
when an irate wife caught wind of her hus­
band's partakingofmembership "benefits" and 
contacted the local authorities. One reliable 
source tells me that a number ofreputable Los 
Alamos scientists were in the bed ... ah ... bag 
when the raid came. 

As if all this isn't enough, a civil suit was re­
cently filed against Lazar by Nippon Television 
Uapan) which further erodes his credibility 
and reputation . Lazar reportedly accepted a 
sum "in excess of $5,000 plus expenses" in ex-
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change for an exclusive contract w ·th _--.c::: 
to go to Japan and tell his sto 

1 
Nippon 

minute. Lazar cancelled the tri~\la~t ~he last 
he had been threatened. and then ~tg that 
pocke ted both the cash and the ti k legectJy 
walked away from the deal. c ets anct 

F~ir-Witness has gone to considerable . 
effort and expense to take a look at th · time, 
Lazar thing. While we are prepared t is whole 
the strong possi bility that somethi~~onfede 
UFO-r elated is going on in mid-Nevada a ien/ 
find n? reason to directly connect La;;e:_an 
anyof1t . Nordoweseeanyparticularre 

1th 

suspect that there is deliberate gove ason to 
d t . . 1 d rnment 

ecep ion mvo ve here. either witting 
·tr R th ·t • or un-

t
wh1_ mt_g. ath et rL. i is o':1r considered opinion at 

Is Ime a azar Is nothing more th 
clev~roppo~~nist "_Vho carefully observedfo11~ 
Lear s pubhc1ty-onented antics during early 
1989, and cooked up a story of his own based 
upon Lear's claims and similar rumors which 
were making the rounds of the UFO commu­
nity and the public at that time. Even his story 
about the importance of "element 115" in the 
alien's propulsion technology is questionable 
when considered in light of the fact that a short 
piece a?out ~uc~ ~transuranic" elements ap­
peared m Sc1ent1f1c American shortly before 
he began telling it . 

Is there precedent for all of this? Remember 
Silas M . Newton. the respectible man-about­
Hollywood who claimed intimate knowledge of 
crashed UFOs and venusians which he said 
came d irectly to him from an important and 
well-credentialed government "magnetic sci­
entist" who had personally worked on the proj­
ect? Frank Scully bought the story and turned 
it into a book <Behind the Flying Saucers. NY: 
Holt. 1950). Federal authorities, however, didn't, 
and their investigation resulted in the convic­
tion of both Newton and his phoney govern­
ment scientist friend, Leo GeBauer, on confi­
dence charges in Denver two years later. 

Lazar continues to tell his stories however and, 
the above scandal notwithstanding, lots of 
people continue to be interested. Meanwhile. 
with events of high strangeness continuing to 
occur in mid-Nevada, Fair-Witness continues 
to collect data. Our opinions are not cast in 
cement. If something happens to cause us to 
reassess them. you '11 read about it here. 

-<S::l>-



A FOCUS COMMENTARY ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN GULF BREEZE 

SKELETON IN THE ATTIC? 
By Z n 

Hold onto your hats! You'v h ard about Ed 
Walters and all the going -on in Gulf B 
Florida? _W 11,r c _ntlyamod lofaUFO:io:!1, 
resembling thos 111 Ed Walter s' book ct · Y 

d . th was 1s-
co re m e attic of Ed's old house down 
ther • Th new own r, a toxicologist for th 
local mog contro l board , found the 8 " x 5 .. 
t rofoam mod l buried under insulat'o · 

the attic . 1 n m 

Th~ _story broke with headlines in the Sunday 
ed1t10n of the Pensacola News-Journal on June 
10, 1990. Several mon~hs ago a reporter, Criag 

eyers, had been assigned to investigate and 
report on Ed Walters, allegedly because the 
newspaper wa~ted to have something of sub­
stance to offer its readers in connection with 
the upcomingMUFONinternational UFO Sym­
posium to be held in Pensacola July 6-8. The 
announced feature speakers for that confer­
ence are Ed and Frances Walters . 

Meyers, a _skeptic, has been pursuing numer­
ous leads m the case . He was also responsible 
for publishing the research I have done on the 
controversial "ghost-demon" photo, an early 
party photograph which some believe indi­
cates Ed has more knowledge of trick photog­
raphy than he has admitted to. 

Meyers interviewed the present owners of the 
house . They are new to the area and were not 
particularly familiar with the Walters affair. 
One of the questions Meyers had prepared to 
ask was, "Have you come across any models of 
UFOs?" I imagine he did not ask it with a very 
great expectation of getting a "yes," but he told 
me the couple looked at each other and brought 
out the model which they had discovered in 
March of this year. It was brought to light 
purely by accident after the occupant (who 
does not wish his name published) decided to 
install a water line for the ice-maker in his 
fridge . The man and his wife have both signed 
sworn statements about their part in all this . 

Because of Meyers' critical articles about him 
in the past. Ed will not allow himself to be 
interviewed by the man: so the editor of the 
paper invited Ed to his office. Without warning, 
the editor pulled out the model and asked Ed if 
he had ever seen it. Ed denied knowledge and 
accused his critics of planting it. He wisely did 
not name names, but the obvious reference 
was to Dr. Willy Smith, lwbert Boyd, arch de-

bunk r Philip Klass, and myself. The N.flli'.s 
Journal contacted al l ofus and asked for state­
m nts. We all denied any involvement. The 
paper th en asked if w would sign sworn state­
m ents and agre to Ii de tector tests . I agreed. 
although I don 't believe such tests are really 
r laible. The fact that Ed Walters passed such a 
t st in r egards to his alleged sightings reduces 
my faith in them to zero . 

On the subject of sworn statements, in a con­
versation with Ed's publisher, I learned that 
Morrow published Ed's book. as non-fiction , 
without the protection. for both the publisher 
and the public, of a sworn affadavit from the 
authors. 

All of this is r eminiscent of the Billy Meier hoax 
in Switzerland. Meier, like Ed, claims to have 
photographed many UFOs during the course of 
his claimed contacts with advanced beings from 
the Pleiades. When skeptics discovered mod­
els of some of these "UFOs" in Meier's barn , 
however, Meier took a somewhat d ifferent tack 
in def ending himself than Ed. He admitted 
making the models, but said he did so only to 
assist himself in studying the genuine UFOs he 
had photographed. By denying knowledge of 
the model, Ed has cut himself off from such a 
defense. In any case, it would be hard to con­
vince anyone of innocent intent, considering 
that the model found in Ed's former home had 
obviously been hidden. Ed will have a hard 
time selling his claim that he was set-up by his 
critics since it seems unreasonable that anyone 
planting a model would put it in a place where 
it was unlikely to be found. Hiding a model 
under insulation in an attic would hardly seem 
productive in such a situation considering that 
it might have remained there undiscovered for 
many years. 

The story about the discovery of the model 
contains a statement from Mr. Ken Forten­
berry, managing editor of the News Journal. 
He explains that the paper is not taking an anti­
UFO stand, it is just putting the facts about Ed 
on the record and leaving it up to the reader to 
decide. MDon't dare call me a debunker.· he 
states, and perhaps with good reason. One of 
the most famous pilot-UFO close-encounter 
events of the 1950s was the Nash-Fortenberry 
case of 1952. As a child, Ken suffered consider­
able ridicule because of the publicity his father 
received about the experience. <Small planet, 
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isn't it?) 

Ex ectedlybut unbelievably, all the UFO l?eopl.e 
t{ have back ed Ed so f rv ntly are buying h is 

~o~y and rallying to h i~ sid in this crisis . Th 
MWhen Proph cy Fails syndrom apl?ears to 
be kicking in. With all the ommot10n, th 

coming MUFO Int rnational UFO Sympo­
~itm to be h ldinP nsacolathisJulyshou ldb 
fascinating nt rtainment . 

IN DEFENSE OF ETHICS, STAN­
DARDS AND ED WALTERS 

By William L. Moore 

I ha e ne er b en a supporter of Ed Walters 
and hi Gulf Breeze UFO photos; nor have I 
been one of his critics . Rather, it has been my 
pleasure to sit quietly on the fence and watch 
thi fascinating drama as it continues to unfold . 
While I have leaned perhaps a bit in Ed's favor, 
due for the most part to the photographic work 
done by Dr. Bruce Maccabee, I have been very 
careful to include as part of my answer to all 
inquirie , the phrase which best describes my 
feeling about the case- "The jury is still ou t." 

one of the above events has done an ything t o 
change my mind. I am still "on the fence" and 
enjoying the view as much as ever . This is t he 
first piece I have ever written about GulfBreeze; 
and indeed I wouldn't have written t h is one i f I 
didn't see the need to provide some sense of 
skeptical balance to the confusion . 

From my lofty perch in the m iddle of t he road , I 
see a few things about all of these allegedly 
disquieting revelations which I find profoundly 
d isturbing: 

First of all , if Ed Walters is going to be accused 
ofperpetratingahoax, it must be on the basis of 
evidence and not circumstance . So far, all I 
have seen is circumstance. Consider: Ed built 
himself a new home well over a year ago and 
put the old one up for sale. It stood vacant for 
more than six months before the new owners 
took up residence. D u r ing the time it was on 
the market, it was frequently left open during 
the daytime so that p r ospective buyers could 
have an opportunity to vi ew it. Literally any­
one, including N ew s .Journal reporter Craig 
Meyers, could have enter ed i t during that time 
and had free run of the place. Planting a small 
model under attic insulation would be a piece 
of cake. 

Secondly, when the facts of the matter are all 
brought to bear. it turns out that the model was 
onl Y w.1rtjally hidden under the insulation a1 
the very head of the attic stairs Ca collapsable 
stair accessed by pulling a rope hanging from 
the ceiling of the garagel. Its "partially hidden" 

26 FOCUS, 1900 

st atus was such that it would ha . 
qu i te easily noticed by anyone 0 ~i sti ll been 
st ai r s to access the ·attic" wh1ch g up those 
~ ore of a cr awl space under the r~af r~al_ly 
md d, is exactl y how it was d iscover~ct b his, 
p r s nt own r s. Y the 

Finall~, what I find most curious here is th 
behav ior of Mr. M eyers, the reporter. That the 
man had both m otive and opportuni ty th e 
n o doubt. N ot only h ad the News JournaYe is 
several aJ?ti -Ed articles in the past, but t~~n 
had admittedl y assigned Meyers ·sev ~ 
months ~go: to bird -.dog Ed for the purpos~r~f 
dev.elopmg s.omethmg of substance" to offer 
their readers m connection with the upcoming 
MUFON e~ent . To assume that ·something of 
substance would be a positive piece in light of 
the News Journal's negat_ive stance in the past 
would seem to be stretching a point . Furthe r ­
more. the strategy of going to the present own­
ers of Ed's old house deliberately to ask them i f 
any models had been found {which , by Meyers' 
own admission was part of his agenda} literally 
reeks of contrivance! The incompetent and 
inexcusable behavior of Meyer s and h is editor 
after the mod el was tur ned over to them , how­
ever, is even more suspicious. Had it been me, r 
would have imm ediate ly and without touching 
the model, put i t in a plastic bag, a paper bag, a 
pillow case . or whatever and taken it at once to 
a competent forensic lab for fingerprinting­
the one irrefutable way of either tying Ed to the 
model or exonerating him completely . Not 
onl y do M eyers and his editor not do this , but 
they immediately take the model to Ed himself, 
confront him with it, and hand it to him- thus 
assuring that his prints will be on it! 

What I am suggesting here is that there is as 
much circumstantial evidence in favor of the 
argument that the News Journal wanted a scoop 
and arranged to get one, as there is against Ed 
as a hoaxer. Remember that because of the 
fingerprint snafu, the only thing which ties Ed 
to the model at all is the circumstantial fact that 
he once lived in the house where it was found. 
That sure as hell is not the sort of stuff which 
would hold up in court, and that's precisely the 
reason I intend to remain on that fence where 
I've been all along on this case. 

SLIPPING OFF THE FENCE: A LAST 
MINUTE UPDATE 

By William L. Moore <June 20th) 

What you just read above, I wrote last week 
<June 11th). New developments in the Ed case 
since that time have been truly devastating­
indeed, so much so that it now appears that the 
hard evidence needed to expose Ed Walters as 
a fraud and his Gulf Breeze photographs as 
clever forgeries may be close at hand. 



Last Friday <June 15th). Tommy Smith 
year-old ex -resident . conf ssed to ulf 'r z 
mayor Ed Gray, chie f of polic J rry Brown, 
and two news pap r r port r th at h had b n 
an early accomplic of ◄ d in produ ing bogu s 
photograph of UF s. H v n produ ct a f w 
never-b for - . n phot.ogr ph s of d -typ 
UFOs to prov 1t. ording to Smith . h nd 
anoth r oung m n nam ed H ank Boland (who 
i . no tt nding f~lm school in hicago) as-
1st.ed Ed alter s m producing doubl xpo ­
ur photographs of a UFO mod 1 tap d to the 
nd of a l ong. blacl -paint d pol and illumi-

nat d with a fl ashlight. Smith stat d that at 
first he thought th whole thing was "just an­
other of Ed' pranks", but wh n h realiz d 
thi ng were g tting eriou h w nt to his fa­
ther. a well -known Gulf Br z ar a lawyer 
and e -member of the city council , to seek 
advic~. ffis father, he said , advised him to "get 
out of it and have nothing more to do with Ed. 
When contacted by the authorities and report­
ers, Smith' father confirmed his son's story. 
Both later appeared at a press conference held 
on Tuesday. June 19th. and retold their story. 

According to Smith. it was the discovery of a 
styrofoam. paper and plastic model under in­
sulation in the attic of Ed's former Gulf Breeze 
residence which prompted him to come for- . 
ward with what he knew. He said that he had 
been present when two of the most important 
pieces of "evidence" in Ed's portfolio were fab­
ricated- the famed videotape of a UFO over 
Ed 's back yard. and the impressive still photo 
of a UFO hovering above a road. Ed took 
considerable time experimenting with various 
techniques before he obtained satisfactory re­
sults. Smith alleged. In all cases, however, the 
basic technique was to create a photo of an 
illuminated model agai nst a black backdrop, 
and then double expose the frame with an 
appropriate outdoor shot. The videotape was 
created by taping a roughly 8" model to the end 
of a hollow black conduit tube, and then tap ing 
a flashlight to the other end. The model was 
then illu minated by shining the flashlight 
through the tube. An accomplice (p resu mably 
Smith) then held the tube aloft and carr ied it 
along a pre-planned "trajectory" while a sec­
ond person held the video camera. 

Smith also alleged that Ed's wife Frances and 
his son Danny were participants in the hoax 
and were awar e of other non-photographic 
evidence created by Ed to bolster' his claims­
such as the ci rcle of dead grass behind Ed 's 
house which was su pposed to be a UFO landing 
site but which , according to Smith, was actually 
created by an overturned trampoline. 

Hank Boland . interviewed in person in C hi­
cago foll<Jwing a hasty trip there by Gray and 
Brown , at first r efu sed to either "confirm or 

d ny " th story. Lat r , when contacted by a 
r porter for th Pensacola News-Journal. Bo-
I nd c l imed that th photos in Smith's posses­
sion ar of a r a l UF and that Smith had seen 
it and t k n th pictur s himself. He main­
t In d th t Smith 's conf sslon was eithermoti­
v t d by "r ligious r asons" or that he had been 
"pr s ur d" Into It, possibly by debunkers. Ed 
Walt rs, taking a similar stance in self-defens~, 
dismiss d Smith's allegations as "ludicrous , 
denied creating any fake photographs, and re­
interated his belief that the affair is a deliber­
at attempt to discredit him and the MUFON 
organization which has. up to now, been one of 
his strongest su pporters. According to reports . 
however, the News-Journal was able to con­
firm that Boland had spoken to Ed by phone 
aftfil:_meetingwith Gray and Brown. and before 
making his statement to the paper. 

According to Dr. Bruce Maccabee, he has ex­
perimented with the method Smith claims was 
used to fabricate the photos. and "it doesn't 
wash ." While it is indeed possible to produce 
photos of "UFOs" by using this technique, Mac­
cabee admits, no one has yet been able to re­
produce the quality which is consistently pres­
ent in the photos which Ed has claimed are of 
real UFOs. Furthermore, there is the question 
of sightings of similar objects by literally hun­
dreds of other Gulf Breeze residents- sight­
ings which debunkers claim were staged by 
attaching flares or illuminated m odels to black 
hot air balloons bu t which Maccabee asserts 
are inconsistent wi th such t rickery. 

Both Maccabee and MUFON immediately at­
tempted t o call Smith 's motivation i n t o ques­
tion, using Boland's characterization of h im as 
some sort of religious zealot, to bolster their 
deteriorating position. Also. dark allegati ons 
of some sort of debunker or government-in­
spired conspiracy against both Ed and MUFON 
have predictably begun to circulate, although 
nothing is offered in support of them but specu­
lation. 

Am I still "on the fence" about this case? Yes, I 
am- but only because I see a need to let this 
thing play out. Admittedly the mounting evi­
dence looks bad for those believers who put 
their reputations and sometimes that of their 
organizations on the line to support Ed Wal­
ter s. Even so, with the air still full of flying 
allegations and counter-allegations Cif not 
UFOs), I'm prepar ed to wait until the dust settles. 
After all , who knows what revelations may come 
to light over the next few weeks as the case for 
the defense m akes itself heard .. 
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.. ANNOUNCING! 
HE MJ-12 DOCUMENTS:~~ 

AN ANALYTICAL REPORT (~ ~ (~;' 

By William L. Moore & Jamie H. Shandera 

hensive in-depth definitiv e amination of the A complete. compre , • 
tent aspects of the con troversial MJ-12 documents (type-

non-con dd' 
f tyl l·st,·cs caveats, stampings , signatures , etc.), plus a ,_ 
aces , s , . · · h 

I detailed never-before -published informa tion on 019 t 11ona new, , . 
other sets of rela ted documents Well over 100 pages of material , 
plus e tens, 8 append, and bibliography. Included are sections 

on 
• The Ells orth AFB document of 1977 
• The so-called Aquarius telex 
• The OSI memo on Stanton Friedman 
• The Kirtland AFB documents 
• The Hilltop Document 
• The so-called Carter Briefing documents 
• The CIA memoranda 
• The Poland letter 
• The ~isenhower Briefing document 

I 
· The Truman memorandum 
• The Cutler-Twining memo 

,And much more' This exhausttve and long-awaited report ad-
1dresses a wide vanety of quesllons and objections wh ich have been 
·a,sed about these documents, and presents the evidence in a clear 
and ,mparllal manner It ,s the result of more than six years of pains ­
taking research and invesllgat,on 

Coptes are 1n ilm1ted supply and can only be obtained in one of the 
tallowing ways 

IA ) Send cash, check or money order in the amount of $25.001 copy 

1
ptus an addltlonaf $3.00/copy postage & handling. (No discounts) 

OR 

'(8) Become a new subscriber to FOCUS any time between April 1, 
1990 and October 1, 1990 and receive one free copy for each year of 
your subscnpt1on. ($20.00/yr. Minimum: one year) 

OR 

IC) Renew an existing subscription for a minimum of one year 
;between Apr,/ 1, 1990 and October1, 1990 and receive one free 
I copy for each year of your renewal. (ff you have already mewed 
w1tf11n this time frame, you qualify') 

I OR 

! (D) Give a gift subscription (minimum one year) to a friend or relati ve 
lbetween Apr,/ 1, 1990 and October 1. 1990 and receive one free 

!
copy (either for yourself of for the recipient of the subscription: 
please designate) for each year subscribed for. 

The above offer does Q.Q1 apply to "Exchange· or other non-paid 

&ub&cnbers (Exchange editors : A limited number of review copies 
WIii be available P'8a68 apply en if interested.) 
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FO U is quart rly n wsl tt r published 
byth .F i~-Witn ss Proj ct,Inc .. anon -profi 
or n1zat10n found ct in 1984 and incorpo­
rat ct i~ th .state of D la war . Publisher is 
th F~•~- W1tn ss Proj ct, Inc. a-editors 
ar W1ll1am L. Moor and Jimmy Ward . 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome 
and will b run if appropriate. Please ad­
ctr ss lett rs to the Project c/ o the address 
on the front cover. Letters must be signed 
and must bea~ a return address. Anony­
mous letters will not b considered . 

UNSOLICITED ARTICLES are welcome and 
will be considered for publication, but can­
not be returned unless accompanied by suf­
ficient postage. 

FOCUS subscribers are remind ed that they 
are entitled to a 20% discount on the pur­
chase of books and publications from W.L. 
Moore Publications. To receive a list ing o 
available items, please write. 

FOCUS subscriptions are $20.00/ year fo 
domestic and $25.00 for fore ign . Newslet­
ters are mailed bulk rate to U.S. subscrib­
ers, and surface rate to foreign. Foreign Ai 
Mail service is available at extra cost . Pleas 
contact us for details. 

EDITORS who receive FOCUS on an ex­
change basis are hereby granted permis­
sion to quote from articles appearing herein 
provided that quotations do not exceed 200 
words per article, and providing that due 
credit is given both the writer Cif listed) and 
the Project. For permission to use larger 
quotations or to reprint entire articles, 
please contact us in writing. 

DONATIONS to the Project are welcome 
and are tax -deductable . 

ADVERTISING in future publications is 
available and welcome. For information as 
to size, rate, etc., contact us for details. 

THANK YOU FOR READING FOCUS 
-<O>-


